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EDTORIAL by Johan + Mark 


Cbttorial 


Alright, Teenage Warning is back with a 
bang and we expanded the zine to 36 pages 
without raising the cover price ’cos we could 
squeeze in a few more adverts and our 
circulation is increasing all the time. All you 
sussed people, bands, labels & zines made 
this mag what it is, one of the best selling & 
most respected street music publications 
worldwide. Cheers! 

We've managed to put together a good mix of 
Punk Rock, Oi! & Ska bands. All you rudies 
out there check out the Offbeats and 
Skatalites interviews, Oi! boys will be 
pleased to find features on Bottom Of The 
Barrel and Special Duties too and what 
would we do without the wonderful punk 
sounds of The Exploited and Youth 
Brigade? All topped off with our second-to- 
none news section and in-depth music review 
pages. I hope you'll appreciate and support 
our third joint effort. 

Quite a few people have asked me for back 
issues of Skoink. Well, I've got a few unsold 
copies back from a distributor I hadn't heard 
from in ages, so there's again limited 
quantities of issues #2, 4, 5, 6 & 7 available 
(DM 5/$3 each including postage). I've got 
various old Bronco Bullfrogs lying around as 
well in case you're interested (same price). 
Gigwise I've been having a few setbacks. 
Various concerts I had lined up like Total 
Chaos, Blitz, The Oppressed and Angelic 
Upstarts were cancelled for a number of rea- 
sons. You'll find out more about that in the 
news section. We're however striking back, 
starting with the 20th anniversary gig of 
Sham 69 on the continent. We've got no less 
than 500 copies of the new Sham CDS "Punk 
Fiction" to give away. Freebies rule! 
Upcoming gigs include New Jersey pogo 
punks Blanks 77 on Friday 11th April, the 
only non-German date of part two of the 
Planet Punk tour with The Bruisers, Vanilla 
Muffins and Braindance on Sunday 11th 
May and the return of British premier 
clockwork punks Major Accident on 
Saturday 24th May, their only show in 
Belgium, Holland & France. Don't miss out 
on any of 'em and feel free to get in touch for 
more info (IRC please). There's more to 

come, so watch this space 

Due to lack of space, we had to keep the 
usual fanzine reviews short. I wanna 
apologize to all zine makers we know. We 
owe you one! 

Issue #24 should be finished around July and 
if everything goes well featuring interviews 
with The Toasters, Anti-Nowhere League, 
Cock Sparrer, Sham 69, Alta Tension (Mark's 
band) and a couple more. 

Oh yeah, as if doing this rag, organising 
gigs/tours and going to work wasn't enough, I 
now also run a mail order distribution called 
"Get A Loife". Check out our newest list, 
there's a shitload of cool releases available 
and dirt cheap compared to most record 
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stores. Thanks for your support! 

Well, that's about it from me. Don't hesitate 
to drop us a line if you have any remarks or 
suggestions, can help out distributing our 
mag or whatever. If you're however just out 
to bitch about how this or that band is "too 
punk" or "too skinhead", go fuck yourself. 
Variety is the spice of life and we're basically 
all underground misfits. See ya around 
(Johan). 


I would like to start by thanking all of you for 
buying this zine and hope you enjoy our new 
issue. The zine has been improving in layout, 
content and sales as we're going to reach 
3000 copies very soon. People seem to like it 
and we're receiving really good reviews from 
other publications. If sales reach the number 
of 3000 we might be able to start having a 
full colour cover and who knows what would 
be the next thing? I also wanted to apologise 
for any delay with the mail, but we just get 
tons of letters every week. I for instance 
(Mark) receive more than 200 letters a week 
which makes it a difficult task to reply to 
them all bearing in mind I'm also involved in 
other activities such as a label, mail-order, 
publishing company, etc.... I would also like 
to ask people to send an IRC if they want a 
reply to their letter 'cos we're not rich 
bastards and can't keep on paying for all 
those stamps. I would also like to make an 
appeal to all our readers, especially if you're 
in a band, run a mail order, do photos, write 
articles to get in touch with us, we need you! 
Anyway, as you can notice our competition is 
really getting successful and we've got more 
goodies to give away with this issue so don't 
hesitate to try your luck. That's all for now, 
take care and have a good read! Mark 

WE’RE ON THE INTERNET: 

Our Web Page is: http://www.arrakis.es/~bullfrog 
Our E-mail is: bullfrog@arrakis.es 

STREET MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Books for skinheads, punks & rudies! 

A new publishing company called Street Music 
will concentrate on Skinhead and Punk related 
stuff mainly, but might also be taking ska aboard 
in the future. We’re planning to release some good 
stuff in 1997. The first book will be the long 
awaited ’’CREAM OF THE CROPS - A Skinhead 
Photobook’’ which is a collection of skinhead pic- 
tures taken by skinheads, a family album for 
skinheads. You will be able to see your mate's ugly 
face in there. The book should be out 1 5 April and 
the first 500 copies will come with a free "limited 
edition" poster of the book. Also Street Music are 
taking advance orders so if you want to see your 
name included in the book, order your copy right 
now! We are still looking for some good skinhead 
photos, not for this book as it's been completed 
already but for other photobooks Street Music 
Publishing might be doing. The next one will be 
THE OPPRESSED songbook which will include 
all of the band's lyrics, tons of photos, biography, 
full discography, etc... No release date yet though 
but we will keep you informed. There's other 
projects and books in the pipeline, Street Music are 
also negotiating licensing deals with other 
publishing companies, so keep your eyes peeled!. 
For more details please send an IRC to: 

Street Music Publishing, c/o Marcos Mari Brown. 
Apartado de Correos 1474 • 07800 Ibiza 
Baleares • SPAIN 
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Did 1 977 really tell the truth...? 


In October 1977 legendary punk rock band 
The Adverts played at Essex University in 
Colchester. Among the audience were three 
young teenagers who were so excited about 
what they saw and heard that the very next 
day at school formed their own band. They 
called it X-Pelled and lined up as follows: 
Nigel Baker - vocals, Steve Green - guitar 
and Steve Norris on bass. They loaned 
various drummers until Stuart Bray, who had 
also been at The Adverts gig, joined the band 
full time. 


X-Pelled played mainly cover versions of 
their favourite bands The Lurkers, Ramones 
and Buzzcocks and wrote one of their own 
called ’'There’ll Be No Tomorrow". Local 
punks took the band to heart and one in 
particular, Paddy (R.I.P.) acquired some 
badges used by prefects at his school with the 
words Special Duties on them. 

With a new name and one song of their own 
the band arranged an illegal Sunday 
afternoon gathering underneath the 
Colchester town centre precinct. It was well 
attended and on that day punk rock arrived in 
Colchester. The band only needed one song 
as the police soon arrived in numbers to 


switch off the electricity supply. Support band 
Day Release were competent musicians but 
lacked the energy of the new punk bands, 
however in Bart Povah they had a natural 
power chord guitarist and he was head hunted 
into Special Duties. 

The band was juggled about with Steve 
Norris and Stuart Bray briefly moving on, 
Nigel Baker switching to bass, Bart taking 
over on guitar, Steve Green on vocals and 
Mick Nice on drums. This line-up recorded 
the 6 track demo that secured a record deal 


with Charnel House although Mark Gregory 
replaced Mick Nice on drums and Steve 
Norris was back in on bass for the Howard 
Wall (Lurkers) produced "Violent Society" / 
"Colchester Council" single. 

Top punk label Rondelet picked up on the 
band and a longer term contract was secured. 
Stuart Bray was to return at the expense of 
Mark Gregory who went on to form a band 
with Nigel Baker called Kokane Guns. 
Influenced by The Clash, Kokane Guns 
released a demo tape and a self-financed 
single. Special Duties now had their strongest 
line-up and no more changes were to take 
place. Three singles and an album were 


released on Rondelet as well as their 
swansong single on Expulsion "Punk 
Rocker", all of which reached the Indie chart 
Top-5, no doubt helped by Mr. Arrogant’s 
constant rantings in the 'Sounds’ letters 
column. 

They toured the length and breadth of the UK 
playing with the likes of Anti Pasti, Vice 
Squad and Chelsea, spreading their unique 
brand of punk rock to the nation but were fi- 
nally forced to call it a day in mid 1983. "The 
whole Crass thing got out of hand" said Steve 
Arrogant (Green), finally admitting the band 
had taken on more than they could chew. 
When they issued the highly controversial 
"Bullshit Crass" EP they saw their gigs dry 
up as promoters feared outbreaks of violence 
between rival punk fractions. Major 
distributors were refusing to stock any of 
their records because of the band’s well 
documented crusade against top "hippy" band 
Crass. All of this plus the collapse of 
Rondelet led to the band splitting in 1984. 

An incredible twelve years later and modem 
day punk cmsader Mark Brennan of Captain 
Oi! fame, has renewed interest in the Duties 
by re-releasing all of the band's material on a 
27 track CD named after their 1982 album 
"77 in 82". The original four Rondelet record- 
ing members are now back with a vengeance 
and have been piloted to heights never seen 
before at the forefront of the current 
worldwide punk rock revival. Young bands 
from the States have broken through to the 
mainstream market but bands like Special 
Duties are experiencing cult status as original 
pioneers of the movement. The band only 
agreed to reform if the Rondelet era members 
could be located and after much searching 
this proved to be possible. 

Their reunion show took place at 1995’s 
"Fuck Reading" punk festival at London’s 
Brixton Academy which they followed up 
with more gigs in Belgium and a . full 
European tour supporting The Business. 

The vinyl proof of the band's re-emergence as 
a major force on today's punk scene came 
with the double A sided "Mutt" / "London 
Town" 7" issued by One Stop Records 
followed by a split EP with British punk 
rockers Red Flag 77 on Knock Out Records 
from Germany. More new recordings and live 



Special Duties on the Bollocks To X-mas tour December ‘95 
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appearances are very much on the band's 

agenda. 77 in 96, 77 in 97 so it goes! 

Alright, Teenage Warning asked vocalist 
Steve what they all have been doing during 
those years of absence from the scene and 
here's what he got to say. 

So what was the reason for getting the 
band back together and what have you 
been up to in the meantime? 

When we split in 1983 the average age of the 
band was about 22 and very self-opinionated. 
There was disagreement about the affect our 
lyrics were having on the band. "CND" and 
"Bullshit Crass" in particular caused most of 
it. The band was suffering with the likes of 
Small Wonder refusing to stock our records 
and promoters staying clear of giving us gigs. 
I refused to back down 
Stuart was the only 
car 

musically 
playing with 
amongst 
others Dirt and 
The Long- 
shoremen. 

Only when Mark 
Brennan called 
me to say he'd 
bought the rights 
to all our 
independent 
releases did I think 
about trying to 
reform the band. One 
by one I hunted down 
all the "Rondelet" era 
members and they were 
all up for it. If nothing 
else we've refound our 
friendship and the 12 
years apart have seen us 
become less serious about 
life. 

The band formed after 
seeing The Adverts back in 
1977. In retrospect what was 
the excitement all about and 
what made seeing a band like 
The Adverts different from 
seeing your average rock or 
pop band? 

I was 15 when I went to see The 
Adverts in 1977 and still at school. 

I used to buy NME and other music 
papers to read about the likes of T. 

Rex and Slade when all of a sudden 
Punk started to happen. I would have 
gone to see any Punk band but as it 
happened The Adverts were my first 
gig. Steve Duty was my best mate and 
we went along together. They were 
superb and the very next day at school 
we decided to form a band. Years later we 
found out that also in the audience that night 
were Bart and Stuart. 

As you pointed out yourself you guys 
arranged an illegal gathering and on that 
day punk rock arrived in Colchester. Does 
that mean Special Duties were responsible 


for bringing the punk phenomenon to 
Colchester? 

We wouldn't say we brought Punk Rock to 
Colchester because obviously if we were only 
15/16 there would be others of a more 
influential age. A band called The Lepers 
who went on to become Modem English 
were our peers but I think we were the street 
punks whereas they were more arty. Having 
said that I loved The Lepers & Modem 
English even if they did think we were crap. 
How did people react? 

The gig under the shopping precinct was a 
real turning point. By then Steve and I had 
recruited Stuart on drums and the turnout 
was amazing. We plugged into 
Marks & Spencers 


Spec- 

electricity 
supply and did a 15 
minute version of our only song 
"There'll Be No Tomorrow". The police 
arrived in numbers and the local paper at last 
had some homegrown Punk to moan about. 
The other band on the bill were called Day 
Release and were crap apart from a cool 
guitarist called Bart. We rescued him. Ha! 


Howard Wall from The Lurkers produced 
the band's first single. How did that come 
about as The Lurkers played a quite 
different style? 

I used to go to a venue in London called The 
Fulham Greyhound at a time when a reform- 
ed Boys played there quite regularly. Howard 
was singing for them and I got talking to him 
after the gig. He and his wife had missed the 
last tube home so I offered to give him a lift 
in return for him producing our debut single 
and he agreed. 

Did it help the single to do well and get 
more exposure? 

I don't think it helped sell the sin- 
we have always been fans 
a band and it gave 
to have one of Punks' 
out to pro- 
At heart 
‘re a '77 band but we got 
caught up in the thrash of 
81/82. We like both types of 
Punk. 

Most of your stuff was 
released by Rondelet. 
The guys of Anti-Pasti 
were on the same label 
and told me some time 
ago "we never saw any 
royalties or gig money 
and if we ever lay 
eyes on anyone 
connected with that 
company, we'll 
strangle them". 
How were your 
experiences with 
them? 

think our track 
"Rondelet 
Control" 
answers this 
question. As 
far as we are 
concerned 
Anti-Pasti 
were the 
b e 1 ' s 
arlings 
and had 
too much 
time and 
money 
spent 
o n 
them 
t o 
our 

1982 disad-vantage. Maybe 

Ron-delet were right to do this 
because they made some great records but 
they didn't want to be on the Rondelet 
compilation "The Only Alternative" if we 
were on it and also they didn't let us use the 
dressing room when we supported them and 
Chelsea in 1982 at Brixton. They were like 
heroes of ours and the reason we sent a demo 
tape to Rondelet in the first place. It was an 
early experience that made us very wary. We 
always made support bands welcome and our 
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backstage areas are always open to Punks. 
Still, it was a long time ago and no longer 
matters. 

Speaking of Anti-Pasti, there seem to have 
been tensions between both bands and I 
heard you even had a go at ridiculising 
them by this song ’’Four Years Too Late”. 
What was the reason for all this? 

Yeah, we were going to Write a song based on 
our experiences with our reluctant stable 
mates but we split before getting round to it. 
Maybe in hindsight it was for the best. 

In the booklet of the ”77 in 82” CD you’re 
being portrayed as ’’one of Punk's most 
controversial and outspoken figures”. How 
did that reveal itself? Can you give us some 
evidences? 

It's difficult to analyse yourself, but I guess 
when Mark Brennan wrote the sleeve notes 
he was referring to the anti-Crass stance that 
the band and in particular I myself took up. 
Crass were 
the establish- 
ment of Punk 
Rock and 
whenever any 
kind of esta- 
blishment is 
taken on it 
becomes a 
controversial 
issue. I was a 
regular con- 
tributor to the 
pages of 
"Sounds" 
through their 
letters page 
and I think 
my com- 
ments upset a 
few people. 


"Bullshit Crass" was easily our best selling 
single reaching number 3 in the independent 
chart, but as you rightly suggest was also the 
beginning of the end for Special Duties. As I 
have already said, the record distributors and 
promoters saw us as being "not safe" and 
anti-Punk establishment, so avoided us. We 
were lined up to support The Dead Kennedys 
on a U.S. tour but they wouldn't have us after 
the release of "Bullshit Crass". That knocked 
us back the most as we were big fans ©f 
theirs. 

Any funny/horrible stories that happened 
because of that song? 

It wasn't funny but we bumped into Crass in 
the early hours after a gig in Bradford. We 
stopped off in Sheffield for something to eat 
and the restaurant was full of hippies. Crass 
had played Sheffield and chosen the same 
motorway service station to get some food. 
The atmosphere was strained. Steve Ignorant 


Ramone, not 
cranks who 
set out to destroy the movement that fed them 
like Crass. 1 see they Ve got some nice CD 
box sets for sale if you can afford them. Got 
no money! Ha! Ha! Ha! 

Garry Bushell apparently supported 
Special Duties. Did it help the band? How 
do you view the man nearly 15 years later 
and what do you think of what he's doing 
nowadays? 

Garry Bushell finds himself on the "Thanks 
to..." column of a lot of the 1980's Punk 
record sleeves and deservedly so. He helped 
many bands get noticed including Special 
Duties. What he is doing now does not bother 
me, I neither like or dislike the articles he 
writes for Britain's number one selling tabloid 
newspaper. 

The "Bullshit Crass” single seems to have 
caused the band’s break-up. How did 
things evolve after its release? What in- 
spired you to write that song and did it sell 
well? 


took me to one side and said if we carried on 
slagging his band off 5 he Would blow my 
kneecaps off with a shotgun. There was a lot 
more of them than us and 1 said "I thought 
you were a pacifist”. He said "don't believe 
what yoif fead". I don't know, maybe it was 
funny after all. 

Why did you choose not to play the song 
after your reunion? Are people not asking 
to play it at gigs? * J • # 
We don't play it anymore as not all the band 
wants to. Stuart spent time with Dirt after we 
split and became friends with many of their 
kind. I don't have any regrets but would feel 
pretty bad if someone got hurt over the lyrics 
of a song. People do tend to call for us to play 
it at our gigs but we use the opportunity to 
play another song that goes down well which 
was the B-stde of it. 

Suppose Crass would reform, would you be 
ready to be on the same bill? Did you really 
consider them a hippy band then? 


I would never share the bill with them as I'm 
only interested in playing with Punk bands. 
They are hippies for obvious reasons and 
uncle Johnny taught me never to trust one. 
What are some of the best and worst 
memories you have from all the gigs you 
did in England? Why did the band never 
venture outside the U.K.? 

Amazingly, the gig we all enjoyed most was 
the 1995 edition of Fuck Reading at the 
Brixton Academy in London. Back in the 80s 
we always loved playing with The Lurkers. 
There doesn't really seem to be a gig I would 
consider the worst, although travelling 
overnight from the 100 Club in the snow to 
play in front of 30 people with Zounds was a 
bit depressing. Mackie from Blitz and Helen 
from The Violators were at the gig and later 
spent the day at a studio in Rochdale with us 
while we recorded the "Police State" EP. 

We never got around to playing outside the 

UK for 

reasons I 
don't know. 

h i c h 
bands did 
you have a 
good 
relation- 
ship with 
back in 
the early 
80s and 
which ones 
were really 
assholes? 

We found 
that most 
bands were 
too serious 
to get to 
know very 

, but 

and 
h e 
Lurker s 

'wereJBL a 

good 
laugh. 

Assholes? No comment! 

Would you say the "current pun rock 
revival” has something to do with Special 
Duties reforming? Don't you feel it’s very 
different from what you and most of the 
older punks know as punk? 

I don't think Special Duties would have 
reformed without a Punk revival, it has been 
the reason for us getting back together for 
sure. I can't speak for the younger generation 
of Punks but life brings about changes of 
values and priorities as you get older so 
there's bound to be a certain amount of soul 
go missing. I just hope the kids are as keen to 
keep Punk alive as what we were in the 80s. 

Do you like today's "punk" bands like 
Green Day, The Offspring, Rancid, etc. and 
don't you feel it's all just business and has 
little spirit? I 

As for Green Day and Rancid, 1 think they're 
two of the best bands since The Clash and 
Stiff Little Fingers. If only one of the 15 year 
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old kids at their stadium gigs decides to root 
out their influences then their pop star status 
will be worth it. Deciding that a band is 
uncool because of the amount of people that 
like their music is uncool in itself. If Green 
Day and Rancid were only interested in 
selling records they would have picked a 
more acceptable to the masses style of music 
to play in the first place. I don’t know much 
about The Offspring, they sound a bit like 
Nirvana, don’t they? 

I believe Mark Brennan of Captain Oi! has 
something to do with your come-back. 
What did the man do then? 

It was purely down to Mark Brennan re- 
releasing our material that got us back 
together. He has stuck by us and offered us a 
record deal and helped us with gigs. 

Do you feel at ease in the Oi! category or 
does punk describe you better? 

We refuse to go under any heading than 
PUNK ROCK. I hate it when bands avoid 
categories, just because they've had a hit 
record. All of a sudden Oasis are not a Brit 
pop band. Now there’s one group I hate. 
What’s the difference between both in your 
opinion? 

I think there was a difference between Oi! 
and Punk in the 80s but the two have now 
become one. In fact I think Oi! has welcomed 
on board the best of Punk and alienated the, 
dare I say, Crass types who as is pretty 
common knowledge, I never regarded as 
remotely Punk in the first place. 

The first few gigs you did after getting 
back together were one in your hometown, 
appearing at both the ”Fuck Reading” 
and ’’Punk & Disorderly In 1995” festivals 
and touring with The Business in 
December 1995. How did these respective 
gigs go? 

Our hometown gigs have been well attended, 
mainly by old punks and curiosity seekers. 
I've already said that "Fuck Reading" was 
one of the best and we'd put the "Punk & 
Disorderly" one up with it. However in both 
cases we should have been higher up the bill. 
Steve Duty took over the vocals on The 
Business tour with our emergency stand in 
Simon playing bass. By all accounts the tour 
was a great success and we have become 
good friends with The Business. After the 
tour they came to Colchester to play with us 
as special guests. We paid them two crates of 
Budweiser. 

Also, you’ve played with e.g. Anti-Pasti and 
The Lurkers, bands you also played with a 
long time ago. What are the main 
differences between seeing ’em back then 
and now? And what differences have you 
noticed as far as Special Duties is 
concerned? 

Anti-Pasti are still pretty good, they play 
mainly their old set which I enjoy. We also 
play all the old stuff as we don't get time to 
write much new stuff and people like to hear 
what they know. The Lurkers are big 
favourites of ours and being invited up on 
stage by Arturo Bassick to sing "Shadow" in 
Antwerp was a dream come true for me. I 
have that moment on video. 


As for the tour with The Business you did, 
weren’t you afraid people would be out 
there mainly to see The Business and 
consequently a skinhead-only audience? 

We've never had a problem with a skinhead 
audience. I think our style is accepted by 
skins & punks alike. The Business have a 
traditional skin following and image. People 
mainly go to gigs to see the headliner but we 
sold out of CDs and T-Shirts before the end 
of the tour and expectations were surpassed. 
Now that you have reformed, what do you 
wanna achieve with the band? What could 
be the reasons for a possible break-up 
again? 

We want to make more records and play live. 
We always enjoy a good drink and laugh and 
have been amazed at the response and mail 
we've had since getting back together. 
Having said all that we exist on a daily basis 
and a split is always imminent. It would be a 
shame to drift apart again as friends though. 
Can you still remember what inspired you 
to write the following songs: ’’Rondelet 
Control”, ’’Colchester Council”, ’’Violent 
Youth” and ”CND”. Do you feel they’re 
still relevant today? 

Of course I can. I only ever wrote songs 
about things that mattered to me and unlike 
most bands think that my lyrics are all self- 
explanatory. Of the songs you've listed only 
"CND" is no longer relevant and it’s the only 
one we don't play anymore. Rondelet ripped 
us off. People still go out on Saturday nights 
to get drunk and fight for no good reason and 
I can assure you that Colchester Council is 
still full of shit! 

Tell us something about the come-back 
single. How did the deal with One Stop come 
about? 

The new single is a double A side of "Mutt" 
and "London Town" and was recorded at Sonic 
Studios in London on the advice of The 
Business. The current vinyl revival prompted 
Mark Brennan and Lol Pryor who jointly own 
One Stop Records to put out some singles. 
They asked The Buzzcocks, Bad Manners, Stiff 
Little Fingers and ourselves to pioneer the 
trend which in such good company we were 
more than pleased to do. 

Did it sell well? Good reviews? 

As far as I know it has sold out of its first 
pressing, mainly in the States, Japan and 
Europe. Maximum Rock'n'Roll said it sounded 
like the Anti-Nowhere League and Cock 
Sparrer. Bev Elliott raved about it in her 
column. 

Do you feel both songs could also have 
appeared on the ”77 in 82” album or is 
there some sort of change of direction in 
your opinion? 

I don't think "London Town" would be out of 
place on the "77 in 82" album and in some 
ways not "Mutt" as it is in the "they don’t care 
about me" mould. We were conscious of not 
changing style too drastically. 

What are your plans for the future? Any 
final comments? 

Bandwise we live from day to day. Personally 
I'd like to see Colchester United get promoted 
to Division Two and be happy. 






GET 
EACH OF 
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CDs or LP 
for 
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US$18,- 

including 

postage 

worldwide 


distributed through: Walzwerk, Bronco Bullfrog, Manfred Rude, 
NoName, Vulture Rock, Knock Out, One Stop Music, Scumfck 
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Tribute Series 


each EP of this upcoming series is 
dedicated to an old, classic band. 
Starting off with The Oppressed 
(nearly done), followed by the 
Cockney Rejects aso. If you wanna 
be a part of this great series get in 
touch with DSS Canada/USA! 


ROCKIN THE STREETS ist round cd 
with 12 Pointbuck, Les 
Partisans, Impact, The 
Service, Street Troopers and 
Chapter 21 ! Melody, power 
and aggression - it s all in 
this music. Definitive the 
sounds of the street! 


Impact - Legendes Urbaines cd 
13 track debut CD from one of 
Montreal's most promising 
bands for the future. Includes 
cover-versions from Camera 
Silens and The Oppressed. 


The Service - Man s ruin cd 
This combination of aggression 
and melodies is incredible - a 
sound you have never heard 
before. Put on this CD and feel 
the energy floating out of your 
stereo! 13 Tracks, colored 
booklet with all lyrics! 


Voice of the Street cd 
Finally the LP is here with 
bands like: The Business, The 
Crack, The Gonads, AMP, 
Pressure 28, Frankie Flame and 
many more - limited Edition! 


Kraft durch Oi! cd 
Follows were „Strength thru 
Oi!“ left off and presents some 
of the best punk and Oi! bands 
from Germany: Brassknuckles, 
Punkroiber, Scharmiitzel, 
Loikamie, Trinkerkohorte, O.B., 
Volxsturm and Kampfzone. 


D SS: RECOR DS 

w c/ Uj - toll FREE: 1-888-SKA-BEAT^ 


DSS Records Europe 
P.O.Box 739 
4021 Linz, Austria 
Tel&Fax: 0043-732- 
316391 


DSS Rec. Canada/USA 
85 Paul Road, V2C6T1, 
Kamloops, B.C., 
Canada 

Tel&Fax: 604-851-9397 
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The Skatalites interview by Noah Wildman 


THE SKATALITES 

Founding Fathers of Ska 

"REGGAE, ROCK STEADY, SKA - IT ALL STARTED WITH THE SKATALITES 1 ’ reads the back of a Skatalites tour T-shirt, the 
very same one that drummer Lloyd Knibbs practically had ripped off his back (more on that later). This banner holds the fundamental 
truth of all post-50s Jamaican music: the Skatalites were the studio band of the ska era, playing on almost all of the recordings of the 
early 60s. As the music evolved, the musicians splintered, all becoming key in the evolution of the music into rock steady and reggae. The 
music that they laid down is the grandfather of all ska music today, in New York City and all over the world. 

Though they were originally together for barely a year, their influence was tremendous, causing them to reconvene in the late 80s. Some 
original members are no longer with us, causing the band to recruit young blood that keeps the sound vital. They’re constantly on tour 
and 1993 saw a breakthrough to the young ska audience with the Skavoovee tour which included the Special Beat, The Selecter and The 
Toasters. 

Their sound was revived in the late 70s with 2-Tone and now is revived again with the 3rd wave of ska. Today’s ska is quite different 
than the Skatalites’ model, but the indestructible beat that Lloyd Knibbs laid down remains. The band now lives all over the North East, 
with a bunch of them finding home in the five boroughs. I think I speak for the New York City Ska community when I say that we are 
honored to have the original war-horses of our music counted amongst our ranks. 

Having recently celebrated their anniversary with the release of ”Hi-Bop Ska” and tours across North America, Europe and Japan, The 
Skatalites were nominated for a Grammy in 1995 and picked up the Best Reggae album for ’95 by National Independent Record 
Distribution as well as being inducted into the Reggae hall of fame for their life times work. Despite having disbanded, lost/gained 
members and going through a series of turbulent changes over the last three decades, the band’s recent releases have been classed 
’’essential listening”, ’’irresistible” and ’’timeless”. At its time of release their 1993 album ’’Skavoovie” picked up the review ”No band in 
Ska’s history so completely defined a consistent standard of instumental excellence, mixing R&B and Jazz styles with traceries of Afro- 
Jamaican rhythms”. 

Teenage Warning spoke to the founder of the ska beat, Lloyd Knibbs, and young blood trumpeter Nathan Breedlove (who has been 
acting as bandleader since tenor saxman Tommy McCook had heart problems earlier this year) at the Knitting Factory, October 11th 
1996. Photos by Dale Rio. 

What’s going on? bands who their influences and heroes are, 

Nathan Breedlove: Nothing much. they say The Skatalites. Who are the 

Lloyd Knibbs: it’s cool. Waiting around influences and heroesof The Skatalites? 
sitting around. LK: A lot of jazz people. 

So you’re on the road right now? NB: Which drummers? 

NB: No, this is the start. We’re going to LK: Donald Jarrett was a guy I used to watch 
Europe for five weeks. in my days coming up until I found myself in 

How much of the year are you out on the my own time. Changes things around so it 
road? feels Latin, a calypso, like a rumba, mento, 

NB: We’re on the road altogether for half a quadrille. More of those things and put all of 
year. those things into what’s happening now. I 

LK: Yeah, every year, about half a year. remember certain things from that and certain 

Is this a tour in support of a new album? 

NB: Yeah, kinda sort of. The new album on 
Shanachie, Skamania, has been out for about 
8 months. ; 

I think this and the last 2 albums you’ve 
done for Shanachie, in comparison to the 
old recordings from the 60s, I think the 
thing that stands out most today is the jazz 
influence. Compared to all the other music 
today called ska, when you Skatalites, 
you’re really saying ’ska jazz’. 

NB: Yeah, yeah, because that’s where we 
come from, y'know? 

LK: We come from jazz really, and rhythm 
and blues. All those forms of American 
music, Count Basie, Benny Goodman, Glen 
Miller. Most of Glen Miller's stuff and a lot 
of Latin stuff. Always got the music from 
America. 

NB: You are what you first hear, y’know, first 
impression, the first music you hear, the 
more... 

LK: Yeah, then the beat changes around you 
can't just do a tune with the same beat. And 
that is the ska, it changes the beat. 

Today, when you ask a lot of young ska 


namecheck The Skatalites. From your 
perspective, what do you make of all these 
bands who play ska since the early 80s? 

LK: They play the ska, they say they play the 
ska, but it’s a different kind of thing. They're 
playing a beat, but it's not ska really. They 
claim it’s ska but it’s not ska, y’know. It’s a 
feeling, a certain feeling from the drummer 
and the bass. 

NB: To play the ska, you have to listen to the 
drums. If you haven't studied Lloyd Knibbs, 
it’s like trying to play be-bop without ever 



things from that and I put it all in, y’know. 
When you guys want the nice solo, 
Breedlove, Roland and Sterling, solo man 
riddim make it come out properly. 

NB: And that’s the great tradition of jazz. 

A lot of younger bands playing ska often 


listening to Max Roach or Art Blakey and 
those guys. 

LK: This Skatalites style is from ska music. 
No other ska drummer out there! 

NB: But there are some bands that we've 
heard. 
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tonight is proof right there. 

LK: Yeah man and tomorrow night, too. We’re 
going to Europe on a tour. And Japan next 
year, I want to go back to Japan, we’ve been 
there three times. 

You must see a lot of different audiences in 
all the countries you hit. Have any 
impressions? 

LK: Young, very young, some too young they 
can’t get in for them too young. And some 
drive 400 miles to come and then they can't 
get in. 

Ska has a history reaching back as far as 
late 60s England, of having a large 
audience consisting of kids who call 
themselves skinheads. 


out, just take it, and he's gone, take it right off 
of me! Yeah, I couldn't say anything. 

I guess you could say that you give every- 
thing to your fans! 

LK: Haha, yeah! 

One very big figure in the story of the 
Skatalites is original Studio One chief and 
producer Coxsone Dodd who now has a 
storefront in Brooklyn. What’s your 
relationship with him nowadays? 

LK: Well, you might see him turn up here 
tonight. Just like that. He's a friend, a very 
good friend, a nice guy. But we used to cut 
tunes for everybody, Duke Reid, Coxsone, 
Prince Buster, Beverly's, Randy's, Pottinger's, 
we recorded for everyone, because we could 


can't get the drums so fully without me. 

NB: That's only right, that's how music 
changes, each young generation puts their 
impression on it, they're gonna change it. 
They can't play like the masters and they don't 
really want to. They study and are influenced, 
but their energy level is high, y'know. The 
period of time today is faster, everything is 
moving faster, so I can understand them 
wanting to have the tempo a lot faster. 

There’s definitely an element of bands in 
the U.S. like Japan who don’t merely use 
the Skatalites’ sound as a jump-off point, 
but who try to recreate the authentic 
sound. 

NB: Yeah, yeah, Hepcat, I love them. 

Does this make you happy or do you feel 
ripped off? 

LK: No, I don’t feel 

NB: Makes him happy. 

LK: Yeah, makes me happy, to see them 
trying to do what we do. 

NB: Keeping the tradition. 

LK: Yeah, when we're gone, when I'm gone, 
they'll continue. Y'know, I'm 65 now, but I'm 
still fit! 

The fact that you’re playing two long sets 


LK: We played this festival of skinheads, you 
remember the night? 

NB: You mean in Germany? 

LK: Yeah, pure skinhead, pure skinhead. All 
kinda different style. 

NB: And it was a little different than the 
American skinheads! We were in former East 
Germany, 2000 skinheads after four steins of 
beer, you get a whole attitude change! But 
they loved us. 

LK: Yeah, they love us, man! 

No problems? 

LK: No problems, man. Everyone was 
enjoying the music. 

NB: The only problem we ever had was a 
couple of times we had someone demand T- 
shirts. And they just won't go away till they 
get one. 

LK: I was playing once and I came off the 
bandstand and I was wearing this (Skatalites) 
T-Shirt. And this guys says, "I need that 
shirt." I said look, I can't give it to you. He 
said, "I need it". I said but it's too wet, it's 
soaking wet! He says "I don't care" and 
(makes hands in the air motion) rrrrrrrrr 
takes it right off of me! And he leaves me, I 
had to go put on another T-Shirt. Didn't ring it 


do what was happening at that time. So the 
rhythm, especially the rhythm, had to have 
me, Brevett, Jackie Mittoo, y'know. The 
rhythm is what counts. 

NB: The horns are just flavouring. 

LK: Yeah! The rhythm with the horns, but 
you have to have the horns also. 

It's like bread and butter. Bread is the stuff 
of life and you can't eat butter straight, but 
bread can be a drag without it. 

LK: The rhythm can't lag. You lag it, you kill 
the spirit. Like, you pump like an engine. 

So what’s on the plate for the next album? 
I’ve been hearing rumors of something big 
in the works. 

NB: It's still rumours so far, we're negotiating 
with a major label. It looks like it may be a 
greatest hits type of thing. We haven't signed 
any contracts, so we can't say, but we'd like to 
say, so we can get paid! 

They can't say what the rumour is, but I can! 
I've heard that Moon Records, the home of 
ska music in the U.S., may be releasing their 
next record!!! The Skatalites are a band of 
guys (and a gal) mostly in their 60s and they 
show no signs of slowing down. 


LK: Yeah, like the Ska Flames, they are good. 
Eeeee they are good. A Japanese band. 

There’s quite a variety right now under the 
’ska’ umbrella. What’s getting popular are 
these ska-punk bands with a simple 1-2 
rock beat. 

LK: The Japanese have it more than everyone 
else around the world. They have it up, have it 
good. 

NB: But they study, y'know, they're in- 
dustrious. 

LK: They buy our records, every time we go 
to Japan, all two thousand, three thousand 
worth just to go and study it. They pick out 
the drum, pick out the bass and study! But it's 
not me! But they can't get me so fully, they 
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BOTTOM OF THE BARREL 

New York Oi! Rules O.K! 


New York seems to be the home of American Oi! right now. I keep receiving demo tapes and information about new bands from the Big 
Apple. It was the home for hardcore in the early to mid eighties and it looks like it's time for Oi! music now. And what’s even better, it’s 
not all that Oi!-core we’re used to hear when we think about American bands. Today’s U.S. bands are taking the early British Oi! and 
street punk sound as a model and they do it quite well, back to the roots, eh? 

New York is a big city, with a multicultural population where you can see whites, blacks, Asians, Arabs, etc....living together and the 
skinhead scene is no exception. You can see Asian skins, black skins, Japanese skins next to white skins at gigs and on the streets of New 
York. Not many boneheads to worry about anyway, so there’s not many problems with dodgy nazi wankers spoiling gigs, but one thing 
that shocked me and that I will never be able to understand is that many of the black skins listen to R.A.C music which is insane. Anyway, 
that’s mad America and maybe only Americans will understand.... 

Bottom Of the Barrel is a new skinhead/punk band from New York who have a track on the ’’Streetpunk Worldwide” EP on Helen Of 
Oi! plus will be appearing on several other compilations. They played at the CBGB’s club which is like a dream come true for any street 
music band in New York and beyond. Their debut single ”A View From The Bottom Of The Barrel” is on its way and to get a bit deeper 
into things, we interviewed singer Gerrard. 


Story of the band since forming up to the 
present day? 

Well, before Bottom Of The Barrel there was 
a straight punk band called FBFY. When that 
split up, the singer switched to guitars and he 
and the bassist invited me and James to join. 
Originally, we just played for something to do 
while we were drinking. Then we recorded a 
demo and a lot of people liked it, so we got 
serious. 

What’s it like for a band playing Oi! in a 
city like NY? 

It's great in some ways 'cos there are a lot of 
Oi! fans in the city, but the scene in New York 
City is kind of weak now. I mean there are 
hardly any shows and most clubs won't book 
skinhead bands because of all the violence 
and rumours of violence... I love New York, 
it's a great place, but it can be a crazy place 
sometimes too... I mean the reputation is 
deserved. 

You released a 7” on Helen Of Oi! and 
were featured on the ’’Streetpunk 
Worldwide" EP. What’s there to know 
about these releases? 

Well, we've evolved a little since then but I 
think those five songs are really good I 
mean, I'm in the band and I listen to the stuff. 
A lot of people have written to us about that 
comp, so that was really great. Bob from 
Helen Of Oi! is one of the people who defi- 
nitely belong in the Oi! hall of fame. We're 
glad to be on his label. 


The Skinhead cult is pretty strong 
in NYC, there are tons of new skins 
all the time, but it’s not as strong as 
it used to be. There’s too many 
different factions between Oi! skins, 
ska ff skins ?f , the idiots in R.A.S.H... 
Everybody hangs out in different 
places and stuff, a lot of the people 
aren’t even what I’d call skinheads 
(apart from dressing like us). 


How did the deal with Helen Of Oi! come 
about? Is the single getting positive 
feedback? How do people value the Helen 
Of Oi! label over in the US? 

Helen Of Oi! is well known here. We were 
really happy that he gave us a chance. We 
sent him an old demo, he liked it and the deal 
was made shortly after. The single still isn't 
out (we had a lot of band problems last year) 
but the track on "Streetpunk Worldwide" has 
gotten a great reception, great reviews and 
I've gotten tons of letters from all over the 
world. The single should be really good, I 
really think people will enjoy it. 

So what have you recorded so far? Any 
plans for a full-length? 

So far we've just done that comp and our 7" 
"A View From...." We should be recording an 
album very soon, and if all goes well it 
should be a stormer.... 

What inspired you to write the song 
"Punk’s Not Grunge”? 

Actually, that was the first song I ever wrote. 

I was in the high school cafeteria and I just 
saw all of these kids who a year before were 
hip hop kids or metalheads walking around 
like they were punks or whatever, except with 
flanels and shit instead of bondage.... In 
general, it seems like more and more of 
what's labelled "punk" is really just grunge 
(middle class plastic rebellion imitating the 
working classs real thing). The kids haven't 
suffered, haven’t had hard lives... It's just 
something for them to do as a hobby until 
they "grow up", make their first million and 
become judges and lawyers. 

I heard you were going to organise a New 
York Oi! festival. Tell me more about it, 
any plans of recording the event for a live 
CD? 

Well, the simple fact is there's been hardly 
any Oi! shows in New York in a while. I mean 
maybe 2-3 in all of 1996. There's been a lot of 
stupid fights and not to mention there's 
someone in the scene trying to destroy it. 
Finally we realized that the only way for the 
scene to get going again was to do some shit 
ourselves. There was an Oi! Festival at the 
Club we're booking about 4 years ago and it 


went well, so we're trying to capture that 
spirit. I'd like to say cheers to everyone 
involved in hooking up this show, those are 
the people who really care about New York 
Oi!.... I may have booked the show, but a lot 
of people are helping out financially (Cindy, 
Jeremy, etc...) or with flyers (Denis...) or 
whatever. Hopefully it'll be the start of a 
series and something we'll all remember. If it 
goes well, we may be having bands like 
Crashed Out, etc. in the New Year. 

Are you guys in touch with any foreign 
bands? 

Yeah! I'm in an Oi! band primarily because 
that's what I'm into... so I write a lot of people 
all over. I love getting mail from people, even 
e-mail is pretty cool (you should know 



Mark!). A lot of skins seem to be anti- 
internet, but there are lots of great fucking 
skins and it's great to be able to e-mail them 
and bam, they get it. It takes weeks for my 
shit to get to you right? If you think about it, 
it's really great that in almost any country you 
can find a skinhead who is into the same 
music and experiences as you. We're all the 
bottom of the barrel. 

When we interviewed the Business some 
time ago, they told us when they first 
played NYC, it meant so much to the local 
kids that a classic British band came over 
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and a lot of ’em wanted to form a band 
after seeing The Business live. Do you have 
the same feeling? 

Yeah, it meant a lot for us to see one of the 
"classic” Oi! bands. I think that’s why a lot of 
people were disappointed in The Business 
and how they handled the later shows they 
did. I mean, the first time I saw them was at 
an all Oi! show and it was one of the best 
shows I've ever been to. The last show not 
even one Oi! band (including people who 
spent their own money to fly over The 
Business the first time) were on the bill. 
When that happens you have to wonder how 
much a band is really in it for Oi!. 

Why are so few 
foreign bands 
playing/touring 
the States? 

Well, right now, 
the U.S. scene is 
so large it's kind 
of splintered. Lots 
of people do local 
shows but never 
get in touch with 
other promoters to 
do tours or what- 
ever. I was hoping 
to do that with the 
Oi! festival I set 
up the other day, 
but a promoter 
who did shows 
like 
Oi!/Skampilation, 
etc... sabotaged 
our show by 
making fake flyers 
and prank calling the club where we had the 
show booked. Right now, as a matter of fact. 
I'm struggling to get another venue. I really 
hoped that this show would have been a start 
of setting up the kind of national network 
we'd need to afford to have some European 
bands come over. 

I’ve heard ska bands are drawing more of 
a mainstream crowd over there, only a 
small percentage are skins. Is it the same in 
NY and do you have an explanation for 
this? 

Totally. I don't think the ska scene has any of 
the ethics that you find in the Oi! scene. Ska 
has always been popular music, it's only 
natural that the ska bands want to make 
money and get famous, even if it’s the 
yuppies who do it for them. Unfortunately for 
skinhead ska fans that drives the prices up, 
fills the audience with college dorks and 
yuppie stockbrokers, etc... and generally ruins 
the shows. A lot of skins can’t afford 14 or 15 
bucks for a show. Of course, once the fad 
passes on again it’ll be the skinheads who are 

olding up the scene There are still a good 

sized group of ska skins in New York and a 
lot of the Oi! skins go once in a while just for 
some place to hang out, but I personally think 
the ska scene is whack.. I don’t get any joy 
from hanging out with grungers, skaters and 
other assorted scum. 

You also run a great Web Page dealing with 


the Skinhead culture. When did all this 
start? How did you learn to do all that and 
what’s your favourite Web Page? 

When I was still going to college a teacher 
offered it as a make-up assignment. It was 
just going to be a little thing about my life. It 
started about two years ago ’cos back then 
most of the skin pages were garbage. I fig- 
ured I could do better and tried my best to do 
so. Now I get like 40 hits a day and it’s great 
to know people appreciate what I’m doing. 
Nowadays there are a lot of great sites (like 
Bronco Bullfrog Homepage, L’Ere Bete, 
etc...) but I think Oi! pages need more 
support from bands, labels, etc... before they 


can really take off, I mean the internet is a 
largely untapped source of Oi! nuts. 

Do you get many visits to your page? Are 
there many skins on the Internet? 

Like I said, I get about 40 a day on average. 
There’s tons of skins, bands and labels on the 
Web now! I think it's because Oi! fans are so 
into mail and shit that e-mail is just like one 
step from that. Cheers to the Oi! list! 
Unfortunately it’s hard to judge where 
somebody is coming from over the computer. 
Some of the kids are really cool true 
skinheads, but a lot of them are people who 
don’t really know as much as they pretend. 
And there’s lots of working class frauds but 
all in all it’s a lot of fun to get to e-mail 
people who I used to have to write and waith 
a month for a response. 

What would you suggest to any new 
comer? 

E-mail me and check out my page. Like it 
says "The home for subculture shit on the 
Web" 

Being a black skin, have you had any prob- 
lems at gigs or anything? 

Nah, I live in New York. There’s been a few 
times when boneheads called and said stupid 
bullshit, but most of them never show their 
faces and the ones who do, do so under cover. 
New York is a pretty diverse place. The local 
boneheads usually just hang out by them- 
selves in somebody’s basement. At the shows 


you see black skins, Spanish skins, Asians 
and whites. We don’t care about colour. 

How do you respond to people saying the 
skinhead/Oi! movement is a white 
movement? 

Generally, I just ignore stupid comments, but 
if it seems like someone is really interested 
I’ll either introduce the person to some of my 
friends (in New York there are more non- 
white skins than white ones) or maybe give 
them a chance to hear the music and look at 
zines or whatever. A lot of people on the 
streets don’t even realize I’m a skinhead, 
they’re so deadset into the idea that a 
skinhead is a bland white guy, that they just 
think I’m a 
weirdo.... 

Do you know Phil 
from the Templars 
and other Oi! 
bands in NY? Is 
there any rivalry 
between NY bands 
or do you all get 
along fine? 

Yeah, the people I 
mainly hang out 
with are The 
Templars, Oxblood, 
First Strike.... All of 
us are really good 
friends and you'll 
usually see us 
around the village 
all weekend. Pretty 
much all the bands 
in New York get 
along, but there are 
some little 

conflicts, basically the scene has just started 
to splinter a little, but if all goes well the Oi! 
festival will help to bring back some 
togetherness. I mean we don’t all have to love 
each other, but we should be able to put 
pretty shit aside for the good of the scene. 
How can it be that many black skins in the 
States listen and buy White Power, RAC 
and racist bands such as Skrewdriver, 
Ultima Thule, No Remorse, etc...? I can’t 
understand it! You’re supporting and 
giving money to racist cunts. 

Actually some of the biggest R.A.C. fans in 
New York are black (myself, Taj from First 
Strike, Phil from The Templars...). I can’t 
speak for them, but for myself I just see it as 
good music, pure and simple. It's a fact that 
(unfortunately) there will always be right- 
wing and left-wing Oi! bands. I don’t buy 
records from White Power bands or labels. 
I'm totally against that and I don't listen to 
modern shit, but a lot of classic European Oi! 
bands happen to have been either racist or at 
least made like they were. It’s definitely not 
for everybody though but it doesn't bother me 
any more than "all in the family". 

What’s it like to live in New York? It seems 
you have a great scene over there, I heard a 
lot of OI! and ska bands are popping up 
plus you’ve got a great zine called No 
Escape, labels like Moon Ska, Stubborn, 
etc... 
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I lot loin Or Tlir Barrel interview l>y Mark 


Niw York i§ great, but ! think a let §f times 
we take things fer granted: i mean there are 
se many shews that seme people don't 
support ail ef them, l think New Yerk may he 
the best plaee te be a skinhead in the werld, 
There's se mueh 0i!, ska, reggae, tens ef 
bars,,, the enly thing we need new is mere 
deeent skin birds! 

What abeut gigs and events in New York? 
Are there any geed sheps whieh mu' he ef 
interest fer skins? What abeut reel plaees 
tejust hang eut? 

Weil, t!N will be glad te eharge yeu 
ridieuieus priees and send yew heme brake, 
ierew that plaee. They sell rave gear and 
skinhead rave, beth at like twiee the priee 
they're werth, 1 try te ge in there as rarely as 
possible, Generation Records is a great reeerd 
stere fer 0i! and reggae, Meen Reeerds has 
tens ef ska stuff, These are prebably the enly 
must see plaees in NYC, lut if yeu eeme, 
strell by §t, Marks Street and yeu ean 
prebably figure eut what everybedy's deing, 
Just step ever the spatters,,, 1 nermally buy 
all my stuff via mail erder, 

Have yeu read the new beek George 
Marshall has published sailed "Skinhead 
Natien"? What d§ yeu think abeut it? 
it's an ek beek, but net really as geed as the 
aeeempanying videe "Werld 0f Skinheads", 1 
theught that was far and away the best 
skinhead deeumentary I've seen, The enly 
preblem I have with beth is they edited me 


eutefit! 

Are yeu ever geing te put eut that "Jein 
The Rejects" sine yeu teld me abeut? 
i den't think se, i think there's se many geed 
lines eut new like Teenage Warning, A Way 
fif Life, Be A Runner, ete, that i'd rather just 
stay a reader, I may do a ene time beek type 
thing theugh, I'm alse werking en a line ef 
ien Sherman type shirts (10's eutj, T=Shirts 
and seme ether shit, 1 wanna build a skinhead 
empire like Iranee iullffeg! 
lands in the U.S, playing "0i!" have gene 
bask te the original Iritish sound ef the 
80s instead ef sticking te the U,§, hardcore 
style, do you think this is the way if should 
be? 

0f eeurse, in my epinien ©i!=§ere is a jeke 
that get taken tee fer, Mest ef these QILeere 
type bands weren't really skins er skins fer 
very ieng, 1 leve rackin' ©i! and I den't see a 
need te adulter it at all, Change it, 
experiment, whatever,,, but den't lese sight, 
Medern American skinheads, especially in 
New Yerk, are really sussed, inte bands fram 
all ever the werld, real hard and mest ef all 
dedicated, Real fraditienal seunding ©i! is the 
spndtraek ef that kind ef lifestyle, Anyway, 
if yeu leve Qi!, yeu wanna hear 0i!„,real ©ii, 
What dees the future leek like for 
1,0, T,l,? 

Whe knewS, if all gees well I think a let ef 
people will like us, We're net ceel guys, we're 
net gonna be cult heroes er whatever we just 


get up en stage and tell it like we see it, I 
mean we're definitely net a whack Qi! band 
and we definitely believe in what we're deing, 
se Tm satisfied already, 1 mean I'm nineteen, 
brake and I still get the chance te make 
music, get letters from all ever, All ef that is 
due te lettem 0f The iarrel, 
ly the way, what dees the name ef the 
band stand fer? 

Well, Max made it up 'ees it sounded punk, 
lut really, I mean what do yeu think peeple 
say when they see us? They think we're the 
bettem ef the barrel, we're all abeut shewing 
them we're the ones whe are really en top, 
We're the ones whe are actually living eur 
lives and carrying this seeiety, 

Anything yeu would like te add? 

Be something! If yeu really care abeut ©i! er 
yeur cult de something, Ben't sit at heme and 
bitch abeut hew there are ne shews, set seme 
up, If yeu den't like this line er any ether 
make yeur ewn, 0i! means yeu and me 
winning, but yeu can't take the "¥©U" eut ef 
it, 0h yeah, next round's en yeu! 


lettem Of The iarrel 
§/e Gerrard A, Lindsay 
31=12 48th Street #3L 
Lie, NV 11 103, USA 
I=Mailibetbskinf§akula,eem 
httpi//www,akuia,eemHbetbikin 
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News Of The World by Johan & Mark 


NEWS OF 
1IIE WORLD 


GUITAR GANGSTERS have completed a massive 
16-day German tour last February opening for The 
Lurkers, this in support of their new album 
"Skweeler!" (see review section), released on their 
own Rampant Music label. They're currently sorting 
out UK dates as well. 


FRANKIE FLAME's vocal and piano will be heard 
soon on a new album called "Oi! Piano Player" that 
he's doing for Hammer Records. It should be in a 
similar rock/punk vein to his Super Yob band and 
the guys of The Business arc rumoured to be helping 
him out on a few tracks. Also expect new releases 
from CONDEMNED 84 with a back-to-basics Oi! 
sound (hopefully) and BOISTEROUS. They should 
all be available through Get A Loife distro. 


Belgian "fun-punk-core" outfit U.P.I.A. have sacked 
their singer due to excessive drug abuse. They're 
now continuing as a 3 piece with the guitarist taking 
over the vocal duties as well. More info via Jack 
Kenis, Boudewijnstraat 70, 2340 Beerse, Belgium. 


TRUTH DECAY are a new UK hardcore punk 
band rooted in that early 80s Britpunk beat^They've 
been supporting bands like G.B.H. & Oi Polloi and 
toured the Czech Republic twice. Three of their 
tracks have been included on Step-l's "Punk Patrol" 
compilation (see music reviews) and the "Cunt 96" 
demo tape is on sale as well from Stuart, 97 
Ulverston Road, Woodseats, Sheffield, S8 ONX, 
England. They're hoping to get over to Europe soon, 
so any cool promoters get in touch. 


Second album for Polish skinhead Oi! outfit 
REZYSTENCJA called "My Jestesmy Skinheads" 
on Carry On Oi! Records (cassette only). Twelve 
tracks including 2 cover versions of "Suburban 
Rebels" by The Business and "Horror Show" by The 
Warriors. Available through Get A Loife distro. 


Northern Irish punk rockers THE DEFECTS have 
reformed and played at some punk all-dayer in 
England a couple of months ago. They created a 
major stir in the UK punk scene of the early 80s 
with their "Dance", "Survival" and "Suspicious 
Minds" singles and their only LP release from 1983 
"Defective Breakdown" on WXYZ, recently re- 
issued by - who else - Captain Oi! (AHOY CD 29). 


THE SKALATONES are yet another exponent of 
the blossoming Swedish ska scene. They formed in 
March 1 995 and blend together the feeling of early 
Jamaican ska/rocksteady with the energy of rock & 
modem ska. After the release of a promising 6 track 
demo tape including 2 covers, they're now ready for 
a self-financed 5 track CD EP "Ruder Than Roots" 
on Step Aside Records, guesting original Selecter 
bassist Charley Anderson. Available through Get A 
Loife distro or directly from Michael Svegbrandt, 
Viktoriagatan 19, 26151 Landskrona, Sweden. 


Following the release of their live album "Keep The 
Fire Burning", MR. REVIEW booked some more 
studio time for a new 7" single on Grover titled 
"Ship That Pass In The Night". The band are also 
hoping to finally make it to the States in 1997 which 
should be coincided with a "Best Of' compilation on 
Moon Records. On 17th January MR. REVIEW 
staged an anniversary gig to celebrate 300 live ap- 
pearances so far and members of The Hotknives, 
The Beatbusters, Boter Ska & Eieren as well as 
former members of the band joined the party. 


Grover Records is launching a mid-price CD series 
of LAUREL AITKEN's 60s recordings which will 


include the albums "The Pama Years", "The Long 
Hot Summer" (with The Skatalites) and "Legendary 
Godfather Of Ska". 


Upcoming fixtures from Pelado Records are new 
EPs by San Francisco Oi!/Streetpunk kings THE 
WORKIN' STIFFS, GLASS HEROES from 
Arizona who have been on a few Bronco Bullfrog 
comps and more energetic snotty punk rock by 
THE PROSTITUTES. They're also trying to put 
out a compilation with probably the following 
bands: The Stitches, US Bombs, The Choice, The 
Workin' Stiffs, Spent Idols, Blanks 77, The 
Wretched Ones, Those Unknown and possibly some 
Euro bands who fit into the 77 punk rock'n'roll, 
early 80s snotty punk or streetpunk/Oi! styles. 


Last September saw the release of OI! THE BOOK 
edited by Matthias Mader whose main occupation is 
writing for German metal mag Iron Pages. Both 
Garry Fielding and Mark Brennan, two experts 
when it comes to punk/oi!, lent him a helping hand 
to feature 60 bands including the ones we all know 
plus some more obscure ones like Heavy Metal 
Outlaws, UK, Billy Karloff or Beki Bondage's 
Bombshells. It's in a way a musical addition to the 
"Spirit Of 69". Comprehensive band stories, full 
discographies and some interviews (Garry Bushell, 
Mark Brennan, Steve Whale, Peter Test Tube, Brian 
Baker of Bad Religion), it's all in there. The publish- 
er reckons it's the first systematic German language 
reference book for British Oi! music and adds there 
will be a second volume if sales are going well, if 
not then it'll be at least a rarity. Plans are to translate 
the book into English for all you monolingual 
lazybones, no release date as of yet though. 
Available for DM 23/£10 ppd. from Matthias 
Mader, Roseggerstr. 8, 12043 Berlin, Germany. 


ANGELIC UPSTARTS have reformed in the line- 
up of Mensi on vocals, Ronnie Rocker on bass, 
Brian Hayes on guitar. Max Splodge on drums (and 
some new guy as second guitarist), the same line-up^ 
that recorded the "Blood On The Terraces" album 
and their live set mainly consists of the singles 
releases between 1978 and 1984. We tried hard to 
get them over to Belgium for a one-off thing but due 
to job & family commitments plus the fact that 
several members are involved in other bands like 
The Godfathers and Splodegencssabounds, they 
decided not to gig abroad for the time being. We're 
not giving up though.... 23rd February saw the band 
playing a big punk bash at The Forum in London 
with the likes of Sham 69, The Drones, Eater, B- 
Bang Cider, UK Subs, Chron Gen and a couple 
more. 


SPECIAL DUTIES are currently working on a new 
album which - strange but true - will be released by 
the preminently reissue label Captain Oi! in August. 
Yours truly organised a mini-tour for the band on 7- 
8-9 March taking the band to France & Belgium to 
celebrate the release of their split EP with Red Flag 
77 on Knock Out Records. 


French underground punks HEYOKA who released 
a brilliant single and CD on Combat Rock have split 
up due to personal differences. 


DISTORTION'S debut album "Whatever Happened 
To...", originally on CD-only on Moloko Records 
and reviewed in some previous issue, has now been 
given the vinyl treatment and includes the bonus 
track "Just A Quick One". Limited to 444 copies and 
available from O.T.B. Records (Oi! The Boys), c/o 
Peter Burba, Gahlener StraBe 242, 46282 Dorsten, 
Germany. 


New on Overground Records is "Outrage & Horror" 
by THE ART ATTACKS, 20 tracks of late 70s 
Punk Rock including the singles "I'm A Dalek" and 
"Punk Rock Stars" plus their contributions to the 


"Live At The Vortex" and "Streets" comps as well 
as unreleased demos. 


Italian record company Runt has re-released 2 classic 
UK punk aibums on vinyl, i.e. THE DRONES 1 
brilliant "Further Temptations" joined by all of their 
singles (double LP) and ANTI-PASTI's debut UK 
Top 30 LP "The Last Call" complete with 7 bonus 
tracks made up of their early singles inch "1980", 
"Six Guns" and "Two Years Too Late". 


THE BUSINESS are undertaking a mega European 
tour in May to promote the release of their new 
album and will be accompanied by Lower East Side 
skins WARZONE. In Belgium they're both playing 
at an annual metal/hardcore meeting which is known 
to be THE longhair event of the year and promoted 
by one of the biggest sharks of the Belgian music 
business. We realise it's difficult for the bands to 
have control over this but in any case, the times they 
are a-changing 


Yank street rock'n'rollers THE BRUISERS are 
teaming up with Braindance and Vanilla Muffins for 
a joint German tour early May. 


The entire ANTI-HEROS European tour has been 
cancelled due to their record company not providing 
the booking agencies with any promotional material. 
Rumours are however they're giving it a second try 
later this year. 


Expect a documentary on the New York Hardcore 
scene to be available any day now featuring live 
music and interviews with Madball, 25 Ta Life, 
Vision Of Disorder, No Redeeming Social Value, 
108, Crown Of Thomz and District 9. The official 
soundtrack has already been released on CD by 
Striving For Togetherness and is included in the Get 
A Loife catalogue. 


Speaking of New York, the pioneers of NY skincore 
AGNOSTIC FRONT have reformed for 2 shows at 
NYC's Wetlands on 14/15 December. They will be 
touring Europe towards the end of the year includ- 
ing headlining a big hardcore festival in Belgium. 


Hot Box Records offers up RATHER SEE YOU 
DEAD/HOUSTON PUNK 1978-1979, a comp EP 
featuring Really Red, The Hates and Legionnaires 
Disease. 


The PUNK PATROL compilation LP on Step-1 
with English Dogs, Contempt, Truth Of Decay, etc. 
has got a sticker on the cover saying "All English 
Dogs songs written & performed by Gizz Butt of 
THE PRODIGY” (in capital letters of course). 
Marketing bollocks 


PUNK/THE ORIGINAL is a 128-page book edit- 
ed by John Holmstrom who used to publish "Punk" 
fanzine between 1976 and 1981. It collects 
interviews, photos, comics & letters that appeared in 
this influential mag, including articles on Iggy Pop, 
Richard Hell, The Clash, The Ramones, etc. 
Available from Trans-High, 235 Park Ave. South, 
5th Floor, New York, NY 10003, USA. 


BREAK THE RULES is a compilation series of 
rare punk rock 1977-1982 and a continuation of 
Incognito's "Back To Front" I believe 'cos that's 
what their ad says. Volume 7 includes oldies from 
the likes of TNT, Bleach Boys, Toten Hosen, The 
Past, Demob, Marionetz, The Gears, Cult Maniax, 
Matt Gimmick, Incest Brothers, etc. More details 
from Peter Parzinger, P.O. Box 411107, 12121 
Berlin, Germany. 


The reformed MISFITS have signed to Geffen 
Records, a major U.S. label which also had Nirvana 
under its wings. 


The POBEL & GESOCKS/THE CRACK tour of 

Germany scheduled for November '96 was partly 
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COMPETITION TIME 

Competition 1 

Skavenjah, one of Canada's leading ska bands has given for competition 10 copies of their debut album "All Dressed Up". If you fancy a free 
copy of this CD just send us a letter with your 10 favourite ska songs and we will pick 10 out, so come on you might be the lucky one! 

Competition 2 

Street Music Publishing will be giving 5 copies of the "CREAM OF THE CROPS - A Skinhead Photobook" (signed by the author) for 
competition. How can you win a copy? Very easy, just send us a good skinhead picture, then we choose the 5 best ones. You've got time until 
30th June. 

Competition 3 

Bronco Bullfrog Records from Spain has given for competition 10 copies of The Oppressed "5-4-3-2-1" EPs. What to do to win a copy? Just 
answer the following question, send the answer in a letter (don't forget to include your complete name and address) and an innocent hand will 
take 10 correct answers out of my pork pie hat and you might be one of the lucky winners. We will publish the names of the winners in our 
next issue. 

QUESTION: Title of The Oppressed's first album? 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: 30th June '97 

Please send all letters to: TEENAGE WARNING! COMPETITION 

Apartado de Correos 1474, 07800 Ibiza (Baleares), Spain. 

You can also fax +34 71 311064 or E-mail: bullfrog@arrakis.es 

LUCKY WINNERS OF LAST ISSUE'S COMPETITION: 

Emilio Salazar (Spain), Glauco Da Silva (Brasil), Enrico Ferrari (Italy), Franck Van Dellen (Holland), Nicola Erba (Italy), Roddy Johnson 
(UK), Steve Brown (UK), Christophe D'Eer (Belgium), Michael McDowell (Ireland), Juan Perez (Puerto Rico). 


canceled due to a boycott from anti-fascist 
organisations. 


Another bummer was the news that THE 
OPPRESSED (or CF3 as they were called at the 
end) split up. After witnessing them in London 
where they raised money in support of Anti-Fascist 
Action, backed by Stage Bottles, they finally agreed 
to play in Belgium. A couple of weeks later 
however Roddy Moreno informed us he had a fight 
with his brother who's also in the band resulting in 
you know what. It was too good to be true I 
guess 


The best of today's French punk rock (and 1 mean 
Punk Rock dude) are collected on TENDANCES 
NEGATIVES, a cool vinyl compilation on Limo 
Life Records featuring 14 bands: Les Perfuses, 
Dickheads, Toxic Waste, Kromen, Zabriskic Point, 
Les Partisans, Civil Aggression, Legitime Defonce, 
etc. Comes with a 18-page booklet and available 
through Get A Loife distro. 


THE MANIACS are a skinhead Oi! band hailing 
from Singapore of all places. They sent us a copy of 
their self-titled debut 7 track cassette which is 
professionally recorded and while clearly inspired by 
the European Oi! sound, they succeeded in develop- 
ing an own identity which is not that obvious these 
days. It goes under the slogan of "Stop Police 
Oppression, Stop The Race War". The band recently 
underwent a few line-up changes since the original 
drummer had to leave to do his national service and 
the guitarist's on apprenticeship, so the band is now 
completed by members of other local Oi! bands such 
as Resurrection and Boot-Off. They've also been 
recording a couple of new tracks for their second 
tape which will be a split with Resurrection. 
Gigwise, they recently did a gig in Malaysia where 
they went down a storm. Everyone seemed to love 
their own original numbers and some Oi! classics by 
The Business, 4-Skins and The Oppressed were 
thrown in for good measure of course. The band can 
be contacted through Mohd Fitri, Tanglin Post 
Office, P.O. Box 461, Singapore 912416, Singapore 
while their label Strange Culture Records is based at 
P.O. Box 13391, 50808 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 


in December. A lot of people called in for more 
details but we had to cancel it after it turned out the 
singer only wanted to play songs off their crap 
"Second Empire Justice" album and even using a 
rhythm box which would be a complete rip-off in our 
opinion, so we* called the whole thing off. Unlike 
certain dodgy promoters we're not just out to make a 
quick buck and feel strongly about keeping our 
credibility. We're pretty certain that's the end of Blitz 
and it's probably for the best 


VANILLA MUFFINS have left Helen Of Oi! and 
signed to Walzwerk for a new studio album. Also 
expect a vinyl reissue of "That's Right" by ANTI- 
HEROS on the same label. 


Both the SKA BEAT newsletter and RUDE BOUY 
ENTERPRISES retail/wholesale outlet (Australia) 
have folded. Ivan Donwey, the editor of Ska 'Beat, 
will however be setting up a similar operation to that 
of RBE and may also start a zine to run alongside his 
new business. More details as we get them. 


Street Music Publishing proudly presents 

A Skinhead Photobook 

CREAM OF THE CROPS 

More than 250 photos of skinheads 
from all over the world... 

Prices (Postage & Packing included): 

EUROPE: £11.82 / 30 DM/ 119FF/ $19.70 / 2364 Pesetas 
USA & CANADA: $27.91 (USA Dollars) 

REST OF THE WORLD: $34 (USA Dollars) 

Payment by Postal International Money Order 
(Payable to Marcos Mari Brown) 
or in cash by registrated mail (no cheques). 




Street Music Publishing 
c/o Marcos Mari Brown 
Apartado de Correos 1474 
07800 Ibiza (Baleares) SPAIN. 

e-mail: bullfrog@arrakis.es 


COOL DISTRIBUTORS 
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH! 


Legendary 77 punk rockers THE BOYS have a 
brand new studio album out, recorded by the 
original line-up apart from drummer Jack Black 
and with Campino from Die Toten Hosen 
guesting on vocals. No chance of seeing The Boys 
back live in action though. If you're wondering 
what the individual members are up to these days, 
bassist Keith Reid works for a musical company 
run by Andrew Lloyd Webber, guitarist Matt 
Dangerfield contributes to London publication 
"Footloose" and piano player Casino Steel owns a 
record company in Norway called Revolution 
Records. And guitarist Honest John Plain you 
may ask? Well, he's still playing with Cry Babies 
and a "Honest John Plain & Friends" album has 
recently been released which also involved the 
collaboration of the following people on various 
tracks: Campino (Die Toten Hosen), Matt 
Dangerfield (The Boys), VOM (B-Bang Cider), 
Robbie Rushton (Captain Sensible’s band), 
Ronnie Rocker (Angelic Upstarts/The 
Godfathers) and Mark Duncan (The Vibrators). 
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re-release of many many punk/oi!/ska albums have 
decided to take a break after releasing Judge Dread's 
new album called "Dread, White & Blue". Many of 
the releases that were planned on Dojo will now be 
coming out on the "parent company" Castle 
Communications, i.e. The Adverts, Johnny 
Thunders, etc. 


EL BOSSO & DIE PING PONGS who had Prof. 
Ritchie of Dr. Ring-Ding & The Senior Allstars in 
their ranks have reformed to play at the annual 
"Skankin' Around The X-Mas Tree" festival. Also, 
all of their recordings have been compiled onto one 
CD called "Komplett!" including one previously 
unreleased track that goes back to their first ever 
studio session. Brought to you by the fine people at 
Pork Pie. 


Yet another new German Oi! Punk outfit THE 
BOOTJACKS, the members are aged between 19 
and 27 and the musical delivery on their first demo 
tape is rough & ready mid-tempo stuff with lots of 
Oi! Oi! Oi! ‘s. The sound quality is avarage. They 
stress they’re anything but non-political which 
should be clear enough for the fact only they’re 
mentionned in this rag. A mere DM 6 (including 
postage) will get you a copy of the tape: Michael 
Reisz, Nachtigallenweg 29, 32791 Lage / Potten- 
hausen, Germany. 


PORK PIE will be putting out a mid-price 
compilation CD with the best songs culled from the 
current Moon Ska NYC catalogue. There should be 
something for everyone, whether it's Jamaican style 
ska. 2 -Tone or Third Wave ska. 


TnrkTCi/mc wr n i f ii i d A retrospective CD by NABAT called 81/85 

TROTSKIDS. Well, the fonner will see their LP + . „ , r . u 1 

. . r - . n , Discography is coming out soon on Italian label 

single re-released on vinyl bv Euthanasie Records c 


and a hew EP containing 4 previously unreleased 
cuts recorded in 1988/89 is now on sale (see music 
reviews). The latter have reformed and should have 
done a few gigs already by the time this gets to print. 


OTHER PEOPLE’S MUSIC is a new label dedi- 1 
cated to restoring previously unreleased vintage p 
recordings from 1977-1978. The guys in charge of 
production & remastering are none other than Peter 
Moore (Cowboy Junkies, Doughboys, etc.) and 
Chris Spedding (Sex Pistols, Vibrators, Cramps, 
Nina Hagen, etc.). The CDs are packaged with 
extensive booklets full of rare snaps, posters and 
info. The first few releases includes Viletones "A 
Taste Of Honey" (makers of Canada's first ever punk 
single which has been reissued as well by Man's 
Ruin Records), Forgotten Rebels "The Pride and 
Disgrace" (also featured on Killed By Death #26), 
The Mods "Twenty 2 Months" (70s power-pop- 
punk), Teenage Head "s/t" (one of Canada's first 
punk rock bands), The Ugly "Disorder" (the outlaws 
of the Toronto punk underground), The Curse 
"Teenage Meat" (all-girl Canadian punk rock 
1977/78), B-Girls "Who Says That Girls Can't 
Rock" (more punk chicks of the original punk wave 
who toured the States with The Clash in 1978), The 
Dishrags "Love Is Shit" (North America's first all- 
girl teenage punkers who opened for legends like 
Avengers, D.O.A. & The Clash). Some of 'em will 
be available via Get A Loife mail order. 


Banda Bonnot. 


-standing Scottish punk rockers EXTERNAL 
MENACE have called it quits. Their last sign of life 
was the "Pure Punk Rock" compilation on Captain 
Oi! and an appearance at the "Holidays In The Sun" 
festival last August. 


RABBLE are a new skunk band based in 
Berkeley/Califomia, \f?th a sound cross between 
The Partisans. Cockney Rejects and a slight touch of 
Blitz. Real working class music by working class 
kids, to quote the band themselves. They're hoping 
to get a deal with Vulture Rock. Contact: Jason 
Lidell. 1028 Tennessee St. Vallejo, CA 94590, 
USA. 


In addition to their mail order service, record shop 
and label, the guys from S.O.S.-BOTE have now 
also started a monthly information sheet listing 
what's up in Germany gigwise. Send an IRC for 
your copy to Scheffold & Pusch GdbR, Postfach 
2211, 88012 Friedrichshafen, Germany. 


Nutty punk rockers THE HARRIES started 
rehearsing again after a 2-vear hiatus, adding a 
second guitarist and a new bloke on bass. 


For a copy of the BAD MANNERS fan club 
publication "Never Will Change', drop a line at P.O. 
Box 161, Ramsgate, Kent, CT1 1 7AY, England. 


, Leeendarv 80s U.S. hardcore band N.O.T.A. (None 
A new OXYMORON album is on its way on Knock of ' Jhe A ' bove) have not on , y refonlied but also put 


Out Records and will be followed by a European 



out a spanking new full CD "Give 'Em Enough 
Dope" on Unclean Records containing 16 new 
studio tracks as well as 10 live ones spanning the 
band's career. We're trying to get a batch of copies 
on import which can then be ordered from Get A 
Loife dsitro. 


The jumpy ska beats are even hitting unexplored I 
territories like Annenia in the shape of NATO who I 


GET YOUR HANDS ON THIS 



difoxe 

’S TOO 
L ATE! 
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share a split EP with a local punk band ROE DAE 
WOO, released by Beer City Records from the 
States. 


Man's Ruin Records has just released the first vinyl 
single in the PUNK HOLE OF FAME series, a 
split EP of The Ugly (2 cuts by Toronto's legendary 
1977 punkers) and Sex Pistols with previously 
unreleased/bizarre versions of "Pretty Vacant", 
"Problems" and "No Feeling" which are the result of 
the Chris Spedding produced. xMay of 1976. 
Clapham Studios demo session. 


Twenty years after the Sex Pistols publicity stunt on 
the Queen's Jubilee Day, SHAM 69 staged a similar 
event by hiring a boat and playing on the river 
Thames together with Alternative TV and Eater. I 
doubt it had the same impact than the "filth and the 
fury" of back then though.... 


The name of the drinking compilation on Moon will 
be SKANKAHOLICS UNANIMOUS - UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF SKA and will include new 
unreleased tracks by Pie Tasters, Scofflaws, 
Skinnerbox, the NY Ska-Jazz Ensemble, Bad 
Manners. In specter 7, The Porkers as well as some 
rare vault titles. 


PUSS f N’ BOOTS is a new all-female Oi! band | 
hailing from New York. More info as we get it.. 


NOAH WILDMAN is planning to write a book 
about the history of Third Wave Ska from 2-Tone to 
the present day. 


MOON's 100th release is fast approaching and for 
the occasion, it will be packaged with a thick - 
booklet with interviews, photos, a full history of the | 
label and complete discography. 


Vancouver's BRAINEATERS (1979). The original 
single came in a printed manila envelope with a 
poster and so does this version. The Braineaters 
consisted of members who later went on to join 
other bands like The Modemettes, D.O.A. and the 


Remember the final chapter of the "Skins'n'Punks" 
t series on Oi! Records and more specifically 
THE RADICTS? Well, a new band called L.E.S. 
STITCHES were formed from the ashes of The 
Radicts and fuse their style with a blend of early 70s 
punk with 90s power pop punk. They have shared 
stages with Murphy's 


compilation entitled "Venezuela Ska" featuring 13 
bands, also a CD single from a new ska band called 
"Amusic Skazz Band" which has 4 ska jazz tracks. 
And a great' surprise for all Red Alert fans out there, 
RED ALERT "Visca el Barga" 7" single, limited to 
1000 copies. Nice one lads! Also planned for 1997 
are an Oi! compilation with defunct Spanish Punk & 
Oi! bands entitled "Si Los Chicos Estan Unidos" 
(Zakarrak, Pisando Fuerte, Frontpielsen, etc...), 
available both on CD and Cassette, ISKANBILA's 
debut album "Jaio.... Ta Hil" will be released on CD, 


Law, H20, The 
Dickies, The 

Bouncing Souls, D- 
Generation and after 
2 singles and a few 
compilation tracks, 
they've got a debut 
full-length out now 
on Eyeball Rec. 
We're trying to track 
down some copies to 
include in the next 
Get A Loife cata- 
logue. 


IBotf t Mention 

tEJie %9ar! 

You don't have to be hit by a moose's head 
to like the Skin Up magazine. 

And If you understand some German you should try Germany's No. 1 skinzine. 


Punkrock, 0' M 

Glatftfock 


Ska,* 


ScWag# 


HumpP a 


Soul, 


Take That: 


If you'd like to join 
the RANGERSKINS 
SKINHEAD! 

CREW, send IRC's 3 
for an information! 
pack to Andi MacSporran, "Dalveen", Main Street 


[ | The latest issue of Skin Up 
including interviews with 
Klasse Knrrunale Red Alert 
tour report Business in Bed in, 
ska in Sweden ska on the inter- 
net &moie 5, -DM 


[ | The last 5 issues with fe* 
“ tuies about Ska&li tes, Jud- 
ge Dread, Pioneers, Oxymoron 
Arthur Kay Me Review. 999, 
Stubborn A 11 stare, Hepcat ska 
inTWkcy Amore 20,-DM 


I | If you want a subaa-Mon 
“ of our magazine you 
shoiid send us 20,- DeUsch- 
marks (sorry, cash only) and 
you will receive the upcoming 
four issues 20,-DM 


SKEW 


Weichselsti. 66 
0-12043 Berlin 


Ormiston, East Lothian, EH35 5HT, Scotland. 


then a demo from a new Oi! band from Galicia 
called DISTURBIO "A Donde cono irias?" and 

_ SKACHA "Xustiza Cega" CD single, so it seems 

The bass player of PROPAGANDHI, John, quit the j old ugly Jordi wi ll be a busy bee this year! 
band and has been replaced by the bassist from I 
Spy. 


One of the leading Spanish ska bands SKATALA 
returned to the studio to record some new stuff for 


The French IL FAUDRA BIEN.... punk/oi! news- 1 — 

letter is ceasing to exist as of issue #35. The editor Upcoming releases on FAT WRECK CHORDS their forthcoming album. They will also be re- 
seems to be disillusioned with the state of the scene are new albums by Lag Wagon, Bracket and No Use cording 3 Oi! tracks, yeah! Skatala play good ska 
and is consequently stopping all activities including For A Name. but also do the odd Oi! number. They should also 

his label with the Kromen CD being his very last- i ° •** iU ~ " c, ~~ 1 1 


French punk band MOLODOI featuring the former | 
singer of Berurier Noir have called it a day but there's 
still a few new releases in the pipeline including their 
first album "Irrecuperables..." reissued. 


The flood of rediscovered historic early punk re- 
cordings that's coming out these days is really 
unstoppable. Get Hip follows the trend with THE 
HUNS "Live At The Palladium 1979" CD. These 
guys hailing from Austin/Texas were really not your 
average artsy fartsy.punk rockers. Guitarist Manny 
was a tough-talking, paranoid Puerto Rican with an 
inferiority complex. He tended to write sincere, 
iconoclastic punk anthems, ripped riff-by-riff from 
other artists (usually the Buzzcocks). He would 
threaten to beat the rest of the band up when the^y 
veered from the party line. Notorious for their wild 
live performances, their popularity hit the fan when 
their singer got busted for kissing a cop during one 
of their shows. He was charged with disorderly 
conduct, resisting arrest and abusive language. This 
incident pretty much ended the band's career 


THE AUTHORITIES were a Californian early 80s 
Punk combo and their almost classic single "I Hate 
Cops/Radiationmasturbation" was featured on Vol. 
1 of the Killed By Death series. Now a full-length 
CD "Puppy Love" is available on Get Hip including 
14 tracks recorded in 1982 & 1983 and all of the 
lyrics in an 8-page booklet. They got back together 
in 1995 to record a new 7" EP with the original line- 
up titled "Bourbon Decay". I'm not sure if they're 
still around though. 


LETTER OF THE MONTH 

We got some amusing reactions on last issue's 
letter of the month like someone from America 
saying "tell that wanker from Britain that wanted 
ad space that us Yanks have saved their limey ass 
more than once". Also Spike from Retch Records 
himself wrote in and reckoned he was just having a 
laugh but it did seem like a fair swap to him, the 
liberation of Belgium for an advert and adding 
"yes, you ungrateful buggers, we won't bother next 
time when the Hun overruns you, we'll stay at 
home, then all our adverts will be free". To be 
continued? Anyway, although we found some cool 
letters in our letterboxes like guitarist Steve Whale 
from The Business letting us know he thinks 
Teenage Warning is the best thing since Skinhead 
Times (now there's a man with taste, go and fuck- 
ing buy their new album), we opted for a hate 
message that's printed on the new CD by Limecell 
on Headache Records (see reviews). Not really a 
letter but enough to cause a bit of a stir in this 
sometimes lame world. Here it is: "To the straight 
edge vegan assholes in Newberrytown, we hope 
you all die in a sea of alcohol induced vomit with a 
polish sausage sticking out your asshole while 
Antiseen (notorious U.S. scumpunk band, ed.) is 
blaring from the stereo. Lighten up and get laid 
you fuckin' hand jobs!". Alright, keep those letters 
& hate mail coming, please. 


but also do the odd Oi! number. They should also 
have a shuffle in the Skatalites style plus a Skinhead 
Reggae cut entitled "69" and a raggamuffin track 
Yellowman style, the rest of the album will be ska 
and reggae in Skatala's distinct style. The band has 
also a Web page, you can check it at 
http://www.arrakis.es/~skatala. 


PRESSURE POINT play Oi! and hail from 
California. They have recently signed to G.M.M 
Records (the Anti Heros label) and should be having 
a full CD album out very soon. 


Another Spanish ska band, KOMANDO 
MORILES, are back into the studio, they are 
recording their second album which will be out early 
1997 (their first album was "No Retomable") and 
will feature 12 tracks. The band is quite busy gigging 
all over Barcelona plus they are on the Internet now, 
you can e-mail them at <kmoriles@gna.es> for more 
details, also check out their Web Page! 


MASS PRODUCTIONS from France have just 
released ONE WAY SYSTEM "Return In Breizh" 
an 11 track live 10". Limited to 1000 copies, so get 
your copy soon. Also on the same label MASS 
MURDERERS "D.R.I.P" LP/CD. More details from 
Mass Produtions, BP 287, 35005 Rennes Cedex, 
France. Speaking of One Way System, they have 
also recently recorded 12 tracks which will make up 
their new album. Original singer Gavin however left 
the band a short time ago and has been replaced by 
some unknown soldier. 


Jeff from U.S. Oi! outfit 90 PROOF has just started FIRST STRIKE, the NY based Oi! band will be 
his own record label called 90 PROOF REC. and releasing a 7" on Sta Press real soon. Contact Rich 
his first release is a split EP with THE TEMPLARS Couvertier, 1879 Himrod St., Ridgewood, NY 
& 90 PROOF. Write to: 90 Proof Records, 4501 11385, USA- 

More original obscure Punk Rock from the late 70s Canlino del Nortc - Sierra Vista - AZ 85635 - USA. r 


tftat no one has heard of comes in the form of the 
reissue of the first 7" "I, Braineater" from 


PLASTIC DISC Records have been quite busy 
| lately, they've just put out a Venezuela ska 


Does anyone know SETH CARMICHAEL who 
used to live in WA, USA? I'm trying to get in touch 
with him. Write to: Teenage Warning! c/o Mark M. 
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Brown. Apartado de Correos 
Spain. 


CYCLONE RECORDS is releasing a punk/oi! 
compilation CD called "Caught In The Cyclone" 
featuring Distortion. Guttersnipe, Vanilla Muffins, 
Time Bomb 77, Lager Lads, The Reducers, Jumpin 
Land Mines. The Ducky Boys, Dropkick Murphys, 
Man’s Ruin. Klasse Kriminale, Bitter Grin, Mata 
Ratos, Alta Tension, etc. Cyclone Records, 24 
Pheasant Run, Merrimack, New Hampshire 03054, 
USA. 


Paramount Pictures from Hollywood have contacted 
JOHN G. BYRNE, Brighton's skinhead photograph- 
er as they want to use some of his pictures in sketch 
from the film, the film is entitled "The Saints" (yeah! 
like the 60s TV series) and should be out late 1997. 
Also Street Music Publishing will be releasing some 
of John G. Byrne's pictures. 


THE BUSINESS new album is ready! Yeah, it's a 
14 track LP/CD release entitled "The Truth, Whole 
Truth & Nothing But The Truth" which has been 
produced by Lars Frederickson from Rancid and 
released on Taang! Records. The Business have 
been together since 1979 but 1996 has been almost 
an introductory year for the band in the USA after 
signing with Taang! who have re-issued some of 
their first albums on LP/CD. The band has received 
very good reviews and great coverage in some lead- 
ing U.S. zines and mags such as Flipside, Maximum 
Rock’n'Roll. Mean Streets, Under The Volcano, 
etc.... Their single "Death To Dance" received 
college radio play from over 80 radio stations 
accross the States. Taang! will also release The 
Business Home Video. Seems the Lew'isham boys 
are doing good business in the USA. The Business, 
P.O. Box 3532. London. SE12 OHX. England. 


A band based in Castle Donnington must be playing 
heavy metal crap. Well, not ROAD RAGE who go 
for riffy ‘77 sounding punkrock that shows a lot of 
promise. They’ve been doing something with Anne 
Beverly, Sid Vicious’ mum, before she passed 


1474 , 07800 Ibiza, | away. The band will be having a debut single out on 
Weird Records from Nottingham and are also 
negotiating a deal with Step 1. They’re looking for 
any cool support slots across Europe, so drop ‘em a 
line at 67 Shields Crescent, Castle Donnington, 
Derby, DE74 2JR, England. 


Benny from CODE BLUE 'zine is working on a 
book, a comprehensive study of over 50 labels w ho 
all cater for the New Wave. Punk, Oi!. Ska, 
Hardcore, Indie, etc... styles. The book will include 
a history of the labels presented alongside 
promotional photographs and prints of record and 
CD covers to appeal to not only the serious 
collectors but also to bands, fanzines and other 
labels of a similar nature. The book roster so far has 
Bluefire Records. Bronco Bullfrog Records, Captain 
Oi!. Captain Mod, Creation, Detour, Distortion. 
DSS, Grimm Products, Incognito, One Stop, 
Phoenix, Retch, Smokin' Troll, Walzwerk, etc... For 
more details: Benny, 39 Lugg View, Presteigne, 
Powys, Wales, LD8 2DE, England. 


U.K. ska outfit THE ROUGH KUTZ have played 
Stoke on Trent w4th Bad Manners. They recorded a 
4 track demo at the Specials Studios in Coventry 
and are still looking for a deal to release it as a sin- 
gle. Contact: Hazza, 40 Lordshire Place, Packmoor, 
Stoke On Trent, ST7 4QD, England. 


Upcoming releases from FAST ’N’ LOUD are 
"Sick Music For Sick Minds" by Monkhouse (Irish 
streetpunk), Muzzarellas (Brazilian drunk 
Punk/HC), Poo Poo Platters (American fun Punk) 
and Untruth (Brazilian HC). Then volume three of 
"Vozes Da Raiva" will be released with 2 bands 
from Portugal and 2 from Brazil (all HC except for 
Portuguese punk band "Ku De Judas"). 


MATA-RATOS, Portugal's leading streetpunk/HC 
band will be releasing a new 7 CD soon. The release 
includes all the songs from the famous "Expulsos 
Do Bar" EP (Portuguese and German pressings are 
totally sold out!) + tons of bonus tracks (included on 
Vozes Da Raiva Vol.2 and their '87 demo which 


sold 800 copies in Portugal alone plus a few live 
songs recorded in Germany and Portugal). 


It's not totally confirmed yet, but GAROTOS 
PODRES may be touring Europe again in May '97. 
Anyone interested contact Fast’n'Loud, Ap. 13037, 
1019 Lisboa Codex. Portugal. They should have 
their new album ready by then and will include a 
Mata- Ratos cover. 


ANTI-CLOCKWISE is a brand new three piece 
band from Portugal. The band includes the current 
guitarist plus the former bass player from Mata- 
Ratos and the roadie from the same band on drums... 
The sound is different to what they used to do with 
Mata-Ratos (English lyrics and a sound between 
Oxymoron and melodic HC). 


All DSS Records releases are now exclusively 
distributed by Bronco Bullfrog Records in Spain. 
For updated label news write to Bronco Bullfrog 
Records, Apartado de Correos 1474. 07800 Ibiza 
( Baleares). Or fax 971-311 064. 


New London band playing authentic Trojan 
reggae/ska are XPLOSIONS and if my infos are 
correct, the line-up includes members of Oi! band 
The Mighty Mr. Men. The band has released a five 
track demo and will be appearing on the "In With 
The New Vol. 2" compilation. The Xplosions, P.O. 
Box 10368, London NW2 5WG, England. 


Sean Flowerdew (ex-Loafers) is busy with his new 
ska projects, he is currently working on volume 2 of 
his "In With The New" compilation which will 
feature The Malarians, Mr. Review. Last Orders, 
Forest Hill Billies, The Riffs, The Bakesys, The 
Xplosions, Capone And The Bullets, Intensified, 
etc.... The CD should be released by Step-1 Records. 


Kevin Flowerdew's (Rude zine editor) own ska band 
The Bakesys should release their debut album in 
spring of '97 on Kevin's own ska label Do The Dog 
Rec. For more info about the band and how to order 
the CD contact Kevin Flowerdew, 26A Craven 
Road, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 5NE, England. 
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SKANGA, the new outfit formed by ex-Loafers and 
Special Beat keyboardist Sean Flowerdew and ex- 
Fine Young Cannibals trumpeter Graham Hamilton, 
have been working on material with a new vocalist 
Craig Stevens. They plan to release a debut 7" single 
soon featuring the songs "Shame And Scandal" and 
"Truly Madly Deeply" and also have a tune on Vol. 
2 of the Shack comp. 


THE RIFFS are hoping to have a 7" single or C 
EP out in the near future and promote it with a 
European tour. Info: 14 Denbigh Drive, Hayes, 
Middlesex, UB3 1QE, England. 


BAD MANNERS went back into the studio to 
record a new album. No, it ain't another reissue, this 
time they've recorded new stuff. Their last original 
album was the 1989 "Return Of The Ugly". Most of 
the new songs on the album were written by guitar- 
ist Louie Alphonso and Bad Manners roped in the 
services of the Looney Tunes brass section for the 
recordings. The album is titled "Uneasy Listening" 
and will be released by Dojo in the UK, Pork Pie for 
Europe and Moon Ska for the USA. There's also 
rumours about someone working on a Bad Manners 
book, so stay tuned! 


THE TOASTERS have a video available from 
Moon Ska. This label is also going to do videos for 
other ska bands on their label. Moon Ska Records, 
P.O. Box 1412, New York, NY 10276, USA. 


We never heard much from the Irish skin or punk 
scene except for the odd zine or ska band (Do 
Something, Gangsters. Work Rest & Play, etc...), 
but it seems punk and Oi! is picking up over there 
now. I just received a fucking great demo tape from 
an excellent street punk band called THE STEAM 
PIG. They're a 3 piece from Dublin, the same town 
where SKINT comes from. Del's drumming. Boz on 
bass & vocals and Godsy on guitars & vocals. They 
started in September 1 994. have gone through a few 
line-up changes, supported English ska/punk band 
SPITHEAD on their mini-Irish tour, plus did a gig 
in London tube (which should have been a gig in the 
George Robey). In January 1996 the band went into 
the studio and recorded a storming 17 track demo 
entitled "Getting Over the Wall With Charlie 
Harper" (We Will Kill You Records), followed in 
February 1996 by 2 gigs in the London area (Stoke 
Newington/Greenwich) with three other Irish Punk 
bands. They've constantly been gigging Ireland and 
North UK since. Contact: Godsy, 55 Fontenoi! 
Street. Phibsboro, Dublin 7, Ireland. 


ADVERTENCIA is the name of a new skincore 
band from Puerto Rico. They are recording a 12 
track debut CD for Street Sound Records out of 
Portugal. Vocalist used to be in other Puerto Rican 
skinhead bands such as "Fuerza Rapada", "Botas de 
Acero" and "Al-Raz" who all broke up. His voice 
comes across as a mixture of Sheer Terror and The 
Oppressed and they play old-school hardcore. Igor, 
RR-3 Box 3824 Cupey Station, San Juan, PR 00926, 
PUERTO RICO, USA. 


Paul Wilson, 92 Denmark Rd. Beccles, Suffolk, 
NR34 9DW, England. 


ANOTHER PLANET RECORDS from New York 
(USA) have released the INSTEPS' debut full 
length. "Eleven Steps to Power" is the title, recorded 
last summer and produced by Glen Adams of the 
Upsetters. The album captures the essence of the 
group's live show and features guest appearances by 
Glen Adams and King Stitt. Another Planet 
Records, 740 Broadway, 7th FI. New York, NY 
10003, USA. 


SMILE are one of the oldest punk bands in Sapporo 
City (Japan). They formed back in 1988 and do 
shows at least once a month. They have a great 
skinhead & punk following in Sapporo City and are 
good mates of Japanese Oi! heroes DAMBUSTERS. 
Contact: Naoyuki Fujiyama, 3-12-4-33 Fukuzumi 
Toyohira-ku, Sapporo Hokkaido 062, Japan. 


LOS NINOS HEROES is a new Oi! band from 
Chicago and have a five track demo tape out entitled 
"Two Pints Of Blood", directly available from the 
band's address: 3021 S. Kildare, Chicago, IL 60623, 
USA. They consist of 4 Chicano°skins and have 
songs both in Spanish & English. 


Irish Ska outfit The GANGSTERS should be re- 
leasing a CD soon. They reformed around Christmas 
'95 after a 2 year break. Now they could be having 
some of their tracks (demos) included on a Bronco 
Bullfrog compilation. The band has been very active 
lately with 42 gigs in 1996 plus radio airplay. Ronan 
O'Donnell, 1 Clonard Road, Sandyford Road, 
Dublin 16, Ireland. 


DISCIPLLOS DE OTILIA from Barcelona issued 
a promotional CD single with 3 great ska tunes "No 
Hay Color", "Verde Hipocresia" and "Brasil". They 
are also included on the second volume of Moon's 
"Latin Ska" series and a debut 15 track album is on 
its way. Contact: Apartado de Correos 23255,08080 
Barcelona, Spain. 


last few releases on STEP-1 are the second full- 
length by The Warriors titled “Noizy Bollox”, 
“Another Day Wasted” by Truth Decay and Riot/ 
Clone’s CD ’’Still No Government Like No 
Government” as a double LP containing the original 
versions of the tracks as released on their 3 EP’s in 
1982 and 1983. Expect new stuff the coming months 
by Contempt, The Unseen, The Oppressed, Blitz, 
Disorderly Conduct, The Partisans, etc... Most of 
‘em available through Get A Loife distro of course. 


FLASHWARE is a brand new designhouse based 
in Belgium and targetting projects ranging from Oi 
punk / ska over skinhead to other youth cultures and 
expressions. At this moment they are finishing up a 
new book called SKiNS IN BELGIUM. The book 
is the product of more than a full year of research 
and cooperation between many Belgian skins. The 
book will have 200 pages with about 250 pictures, 
some scene reports from different cities in the past 


and lots of info and shots from skins in action at the 
French punk/Oi! combo LES PARTISANS will be football grounds, in the streets,... For info or 
releasing a new 4 track EP. on Moloko Records distribution contact: Geert Muysoms, P.O. Box 144, 
early. As with all of their releases, it'll come in a 9000 Gent. Belgium, 
nice booklet. Torsten also publishes a fanzine called 


"Angels With Dirty Contact: Torsten Ritzki, Feldstr. 
10, 46286 Dorsten, Germany. 


LAST ORDERS are a new ska band coming from | 
Suffolk, England. They've just released a 14 track 
CD on their own label LOSKA Records which 
includes some covers from The Specials such as 
"Concrete Jungle" and "Nite Club" plus Laurel 
Aitken's "Sally Brown". The rest are originals which 
could be compared to Hotknives if you need any 
reference. Great poppy ska from these nutters. Send 
an IRC for ordering details to Loska Records, c/o 


FAMINES 


Putting this new issue out was a bit of a 
puzzle which explains the short run- 
down of zines we received the past few 
months. We hope you'll understand and 
promise to make it up to all you zine 


editors next time. Thanks for your 
understanding. 

La Nuit Des Chats Pendus (issue 1 - punk, 
HC, ska), 20 Rue de la Diligence, 95310 St. 
Ouen L'Aumone, France. Info Riot (issue 5 - 
punk/oi!), Spiller, Saarstr. 36, 46045 

Oberhausen, Germany. Always On The 
Wrong Side (issue 6 - oi! & ska), Ul. 
Baczynskiego 46/54, 41-203 Sosnowiec, 

Poland. Torpedo Kiel (issue 5 - oi! & ska), 
Feldstrafie 16, 24105 Kiel, Germany. Troep 
Van Morgen, (issue 7 - punk/oi! & ska), 
Xaverianenplantsoen 32, 2300 Turnhout, 

Belgium. Ultra! (issue 1 - football hooligan- 
ism), Berkshire Business Centres, No 1, 
Northfield Road, Reading, RG1 8AH, 
England. Skingirl (issue 3 - oi! & ska), P.O. 
Box 48, 19900 Praha 9, Czech Republic. 
Kriminal Class (issue 40 - punk/oi!), C.P. 426 
(Centrale), 17100 Savona, Italy. Rote Kuh 
(issue 5 - punk rock), Elsterwerdaerstr. 37, 
04932 Prosen, Germany. Pure Punk For Raw 
People (issue 5 - punk rock). Via Passo Di 
Badignana N. 16, 43100 Parma, Italy. Unite! 
(issue 3 - punk, oi! & ska), Carlo-Mierendorff- 
Str. 8, 51377 Leverkusen, Germany. Pride 
(issue 3 - punk/oi!), Postfach 37, 39028 
Magdeburg, Germany. No Government 
(issue 33 - punk rock), 1 Rue des Marmouzets, 
51100 Reims, France. Iron Pages (issue 39 - 
metal), Roseggerstr. 8, 12043 Berlin, Germany. 
Oink! (issue 3 - oi! & ska), P.O. Box 46, 
Cresskill, NJ 07626, USA. Do A Runner (issue 
1 - punk/ oi!), Sound Views, 96 Flenry Street, 
#5W, Brooklyn, NY 11201-1713, USA. Plastic 
Bomb (issue 17 + free CD - punk & hardcore), 
Forststr. 71, 47055 Duisburg, Germany. Rude 
(issue 52 - ska), 26a Craven Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG14 5 NE, England. Skin Up 
(issue 42 - punk, oi! & ska), Weichselstr. 66, 
12043 Berlin, Germany. Nut Inc. (issue 7 - 
Madness zine), 93 St. Johns Road, Westcliff- 
On-Sea, Essex, England. Piss & Loaf (issue 1 - 
ska & oi!), Apdo. Co. 3235, 50080 Zaragoza, 
Spain. Punetazo (issue 4 - ska & oi!), 
Apartado de Correos 32208, 08080 Barcelona, 
Spain. Tropikal (issue 2 - ska), Apartado de 
Correos 338, 08860 Castelldefels, Spain). 
Camden Town (issue 1 - ska & oi!), Pla^a Vi 
n° 11, 3°22, 17004 Girona, Spain. Casual (issue 
4 - ska & oi!), PI. Prado n° 13, 1°, 46700 
Gandia, Valencia, Spain. A Message To You 
(issue 11 - ska). Box 834, 12003 Arsta, Sweden. 
Soul Underground (issue 9 - soul), 23 Hindley 
Street, Ashton-Under-Lyne, Lancashire, OL7 
OBX, England. Pinhead Generation (issue 6 - 
punk/oi! & ska). Piazza Fedro 7/ A, 43100 
Parma, Italy. Ska Goes North (issue 7 - ska), 
10 Burton Ave., Montreal, Quebec, F13Z 1JZ, 
Canada. Necro News (issue 2 - punk/oi! & 
psycho), 13 Kingsway, Kings Lynn, Norfolk, 
PE30 2EJ, England. All That's Good (issue 3 - 
ska & soul), 3433 Spotsylvania Ct, Marima, 
CA 93933, USA. Bollox To Oi! (issue 1 - oi!), 
Janne Lepisto, Majankatu 6, 50170 Mikkeli, 
Finland. Terror Pop (issue 4 - punk/oi! & 
hardcore), Jardalavagen 64A, 58921 
Linkoping, Sweden. Punk Rock Magazine 
(issue 1 - punk rock), Casilla De Correo 4578, 
1000 Capital Federal, Argentina). Voice Of A 
Generation (issue 0 - oi! & ska), Apdo. Co. 58, 
07750 Ferreries, Menorca, Spain. Tailor Made 
(issue ? - mod), 11 Downing Street, 

Chippenham, Wilts, Ell 1JZ, England. 
Melchior (issue 2 - ska & rocksteady), 12 Rue 
Lamartine, 67300 Schiltigheim, France. 
Earquake (issue 50, punk & hardcore), 55 Rue 
St. Jean, 88300 Neufchateau, France. 
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EXPLOIT £b 

MOHAWK OR DREADLOCKS? 

DON’T GIVE A KOOKIN’ SHITE 


The Exploited were at the forefront of the 
second wave of Punk after the initial shock of 
Punk Rock at the end of 1979 had all but 
been absorbed by the music industry. Formed 
by ex-soldier Wattie Buchan and 'Big' John 
Duncan in Edinburgh in early 1979, their 
immediate intention was to take Punk back to 
the streets where it belonged, away from the 
bandwagon jumpers. Their first single "Army 
Life" released on their own Exploited label in 
October 1980 quickly gained the band a 
devoted following whom they called "The 
Barmy Army" and who became the subject of 
their second single, their debut release for 
Secret "Exploited Barmy Army". 

The music press, with the exception of Gary 
Bushell, couldn't understand the band and 
tried to ignore them. However, the title of the 
band's debut LP "Punks Not Dead" was The 
Exploited's answer and the U.K. chart placing 
at No. 20 of the LP proved that, as per usual 
the press were out of touch with the real 
world. This was further highlighted when the 
band's single "Dead Cities" reached the UK 
top 30 and saw a mohicanned Wattie 
screaming at the nation via Top Of The Pops. 
The Exploited toured more than most bands, 
their most successful being the "Apocalypse 
Now" tour which saw the band hit the LP 
charts again with "Troops Of Tomorrow". 
The single from the LP "Attack/Alternative" 
also dented the charts, but from then on 
pressures began to take their toll. 

Secret Records went bankrupt just as 
"Computers Don't Blunder" was released. 

'Big' John left and the press witch hunt 
on Punk reached large proportions. 

"Fuck Em" was the attitude Wattie had 
when he had started and it remained 
his attitude when all around him were | 
behaving like headless chickens. 

Gathering new musicians around him, " ^ 

he took the band to the States and 
Europe and continued to release hard- 
hitting powerful tracks such as the single 
"Rival Leader" and LPs "Let's Start A War" 
& "The Massacre". The line-ups continually 
changed, as did the record labels, but the 
aggression always remained, and fashionable 
or not, Wattie was doing it his way. 

1996 saw The Exploited back on the scene 
with a new album "Beat The Bastards" which 
continues where "The Massacre" left off, a 
powerful punk/metal crossover, lyrics we've 


come to expect from The Exploited and 
Wattie who still carries on like a madman. 
They did an extensive promotional tour of 
Europe in May /June including a date in 
Hungary with fucking Bon Jovi and one in 
Belgium organised by yours truly. And what a 
success it was with sell-out shows pretty 
much anywhere they went. 

This article consists partly of an interview 
that recently appeared in a local newspaper 
completed with some additional questions we 
asked Wattie during his short stay in 
Belgium, all translated by Johan. To be taken 
with a grain of salt, but I suppose you know 
that by now.... 



The Exploited don't seem to have changed 
since your last stop in Belgium about 5 
years ago and on the new album you still 
scream and shout as of old. 

Yeah. My outlook on the world has changed 
though. I used to think I could start a massive 
revolution with my music, but eventually that 
was aiming too high. What I can do though is 
make a bunch of kids think about life. The 
message of punk is simple really : make your 
own rules, don’t let the system grind you 
down. That’s why "Beat The Bastards" is 
addressed to the British government that 
discriminates people like me. I don't make a 
penny with The Exploited, that's why I'm still 
on the dole. Members of Parliament pocket at 
least £100,000 a year and they’re still 
complaining. Recently a bill was put forward 
in Parliament to double their wages. 
Something like that calls for protest. Not 
enough pop bands are prepared to engage 
themselves and fight injustices like that. Punk 
is about raising your voice, rebellion. And not 
the kind of rebellion Green Day or The 
Offspring are preaching. Fookin' shite! What 
a bunch of wankers, I fucking hate 'em. Look, 

I could also make commercial shit but that 
goes against my principles. 

What’s your definition of punk? Smashing 
up hotel rooms maybe... 

Okay, these things happened but not 
anymore. I learned how to use my 
brains instead of my fists. If there's a 
fight at a gig, we stop playing and I 
laugh at the bashers. They pine 
away from shame and the 
problem is solved. 

You say punk is an attack on 
the system. If there's an ad 
campaign to promote your 
new CD, I don’t hear you 
complaining about the 
system. There’s posters, 
video clips, etc. Not really 
punk... 

It would be a shame if this 
album wouldn't get the attention it 
deserves. Believe it or not, I've been 
working on new songs every fucking day 
for 3 years, sometimes 13 or 14 hours in a 
row. The hardest time of my life. My wife left 
me. She felt I didn't have enough time for her. 
Our last 2 albums are the best we ever made. 
When "The Massacre" came out in 1990, the 
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response from our fans was amazing and it's 
great to know people appreciate what you’re 
doing. 

I heard the budget for the new album has 
been largely exceded? 

We had £20,000 available, spent immediately 
£2000 on this and that, and then went into the 
studio for a month. I din’t know the place 
charges £600 a day, so all the money was 
gone after a month. Music For Nations had to 
fork out some more cash ’cos the songs were 
not finished and not mixed either. Then our 
guitarist fucked off to Canada and we also 
had some problems with the cover as well as 
the samples we used for the intros and outros. 
It all lasted forever. Eventually the album 
costed over £40,000 which the label will get 
back by the sales. We only make a bit of 
money with our gigs. The settlement for "The 
Massacre" was about £14,000 which were 
used for "Beat The Bastards". The producer 
and engineer wanted their money, the studio 
had to be paid, etc. We never saw any money 
from the sales of our records in the 80s and 
we couldn’t even afford a lawyer to do any- 
thing against it. We can’t even control our 
back catalogue. 

You still sing about "missiles” and 



"war" which made sense back then 
because of The Falldand War but seemed a 
bit redundant in the 80 s with the end of the 
Cold War. Do you feel your anti-war songs 
are again actual with the war in the 
Balkans and all that? 

The end of the Cold War unfortunately didn't 
mean the end of military conflicts. The world 
is still threatened by nuclear powers. It's still 
a dangerous world, just look at the former 
Soviet Union, Pakistan, etc. And you can't 
trust the Yanks either (remember "Fuck The 
USA"?!). 

You came into collision with Maximum 
Rock’n’Roll & Jello Biafra more than once 
and The Exploited have been accused of 
being a patriotic band, not in the least 
because you portrayed some doctor as a 
"Jewish bastard" on the "War Now" EP. 
Any comment on this? 

That was no Jew at all. The fucker just want- 
ed 120 bucks for a simple bandage. In 
Scotland we call a money grubber like that a 
Jew without the intention of offending real 
Jews. We've played in Israel some time ago 
and it was great. But the biggest fascists I 
ever met were the local orthodox Jews. 
They're fascist as fuck. 

Still it was a very unfortunate choice of 


then deny eveything once they're back in the 
States. 

Exploited gigs are often associated with 
violence & aggression. What’s that due to? 

That's bullshit. At one point there were even 
rumours that our crew had been involved in 
deadly fights in Mexico but we didn't have 
any roadies with us! Some bloke even told me 
I'm responsible for the death of that wanker 
from Skrewdriver. He's dead indeed and I'm 
alive. That's punk rock, hahaha. 

The Exploited still pull hundreds of 
people, even more than in the mid or late 
80 s maybe. I guess you don't need to jump 
on the current neo-punk bandwagon? 

This so-called punk revival is full of shit. All 
of these old bands come crawling out of their 
holes all of a sudden. Punk is a way-of-life 
and has nothing to do with this commercial 
rubbish. They're nothing but fucking pop 
bands. Punk has been underground for years 
but that couldn't keep us down. We hardly 
received any press coverage and we always 
kept on going nevertheless and did it our way. 
Our old label wanted me to record a few pop 
songs with Captain Sensible and I told 'em to 
fuck off. 

A lot of people come and go in The 
Exploited. We see new members every 
single year. 

Our last guitarist simply left after a month in 
the studio. He just disappeared. I haven't 
heard from him since. Then our bass player 
fucked off. He wanted 6 weeks off but it 
came at a bad time 'cos we had to start re- 
hearsing the songs with our new guitarist, he 
just didn't turn up. I tried to call him but he 
didn't pick up the phone. When I looked him 
up to talk things out, he didn't let me in. His 
girlfriend was staring out of the window for a 
second and then just went away again. I don't 
get it. You bet I'm suspicious when musicians 
come & audition. Last year there was this 
guitarist who looked alright but after 2 
months he still hadn't learned any of the 
songs. It turned out he actually didn't like The 
Exploited. 

Something else now, where's the mohawk? 
You were like the last of the Mohicans but 
now you walk around in red dreadlocks. 

A mohawk has been regarded as the ultimate 
sign of rebellion for a long time but I was 
sick of it to be honest. There's nothing 
stopping me from changing my haircut. After 
all punk means you don't have to give account 
to anyone. Besides my red dreadlocks 
probably shock the establishment as much as 
my mohawk. Well, I don't give a fuck. I'm 
used of the staring looks after 15 years, I 
don't pay any attention to it anymore. 

Do you feel The Exploited get the success 
they deserve? 

The success of Green Day and The Offspring, 
that's what bothers me. We never got the 
recognition we deserve and you know why? 
Because I say things people don't like. If 
something bothers me, I speak out against it 
like on Beat The Bastards. I can only hope it 
means something for the fans. Then my 
mission is accomplished. 


words... 

Oh well, I hate dishonesty. When I 
have something on my chest, I say 
it. Jello Biafra is a liar. I really 
liked Dead Kennedy s but 
when he was in England 
one day, he was 
carrying on about how 
great the British 
scene was, etc. 
Shortly afterwards he 
told the exact opposite 
in America. I can't stand 
Slapshot one bit either. 
They're the same fucking 
liars. They're 
telling these 
stories in 
Europe 
and 
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Ska invades New Zealand 

When talking about ska in New Zealand, the first band to come to mind is (or 
was) the legendary Skapa, but there's a few other ones making people skank over 
there. Bands such as The Offbeats who have released a demo and a few tracks on 
the first NZ Ska compilation "Ska-Otea-Roa" and will be on Bronco Bullfrog’s 
next ska release "Only For Ska Addicts" towards the end of the year. They 
formed in Wellington, New Zealand in September 1994 with a mission to produce 
an original & fresh ska sound. Consisting of a six piece line-up, "we are a band 
of wacky, youthful, energetic and enthusiastic musicians. Our first gig was a free 
performance for a friend’s birthday. Since then we have played a variety of 
venues including heading a summer charity concert in the dell, performing at the 
1995 National Ska Festival, and most recently touring the South Island for 
Orientation 1996’’- explains David Gray, singer and frontman. The Offbeats 
have played alongside bands such as Complete Madness and The Porkers from 
Australia, The Screaming Orgasms from Japan, Skapa and Looney Tunes from 
New Zealand. They are currently working on a variety of unique and original 
material for their debut album to coincide with a tour of Australia. Anyway, the 
interview was done with David Gray. 



History of the band from the very 
beginning up to now? Who started the 
band, who's left from the original line-up, 
etc... 

Basically three members of the New Zealand 
ska band Looney Tunes got together to write 
new original material and borrowed a bass 
player and a guitarist. Things went better than 
planned so they decided to do a gig under the 
name Bits & Pieces. They did not have a 
singer although the guitarist did do a bit. A 
friend of the bass player knew a guy 
who loved ska so he came down to 
do a song. Things went well, 
we had a band. We didn’t 
like the name Bits & 

Pieces so thought of 
the name ’’The 
Offbeats". We 
didn’t do a gig 
with the same 
line-up 
however and 
called in a 
new bass 
player, the old 
one being ’too 
busy’. This was 
the first line-up 
for our first gig in 
February ’94, 
friend’s birthday party. A 
couple of changes have 
happened since then. The 
current line-up is: Ben Scott on 
drums, Chris McLoughlin on keyboards, 
David Gray on vocals, Hamish Oliver on 
bass, Ben Brewer on guitar and Andrew 
Loveridge on sax. 

What have you released so far? I listened 
to your demo and was wondering whether 
it was self-produced or did anyone upfront 
the money for the recordings and 
production? 

Just begun a 6-track cassete. The cassette was 
self-produced and was done cheaply through 
a friend. 

Chas Manell from Moonhop/Skapa 


released the first ever New Zealand ska 
compilation on which you’re included I 
believe. What do you think about it, were 
you happy with the way it turned out? 

The compilation is very good, it covers NZ 
ska bands and includes tracks from early third 
wave and current. I (David Gray) would have 
liked to have seen a few other NZ Ska bands 
on it but there may have been difficulties 
getting 


access to the recordings. I don't know.... 

Have you been offered to appear on any 
other compilations and what are your 
plans for the future? Are you ready for a 
full CD? 

Moon Ska NYC have put out "Skank Down 
Under" including New Zealand and 
Australian bands The Porkers, Skapa, Dr. 
Raju, Idle Hands Collective, Loin Groin, 
Skazoo and we have two tracks included as 
well called "Suit" and "When The Party’s 


Over". The future... well, we are getting new 
material together now to go into the studio 
soon. A CD with 13 or 14 tracks will be our 
target. We also hope to do a mini-tour~of 
Australia. 

Where did you get the name "The 
Offbeats" from? 

Well, I (David) thought of that. I also thought 
of "The Scooters" but "The Offbeats" seemed 
to fit as we are all a little Offbeat really! 
What’s the scene in New Zealand like right 
now? I've heard there’s been a few 
ska festivals over there and 
quite a lot has been 
accomplished thanks 
to people like Chas 
from Skapa. 

The scene is 
very quiet. 
Skapa and 
Looney 
Tunes split 
last year. 
The 
Managers 
have just 
split up, 
Skatilater who 
knows what 
they are up to. 
The only other 
active ska band are 
The Screaming Orgasms. 
There has been three ska 
festivals. June last year saw the 
Offbeats headline the festival which was 
great. 

How did the third ska festival go? 

It went very well. Ska fests generally go 
down well here. Bands that played were 
Decay Dance, State Of It, Screaming 
Orgasms and The Offbeats. It was the first 
time The Offbeats have headlined and we 
think we went down really well. 

Do skinheads get much hassle from the 
media in New Zealand? Are there any 
SHARP sections? 

Nah, not really. There are skinheads in the 



Teenage Warning magazine Issue #23 page 22 






The Offbeats interview by Mark 


THE FUNK 

COLLECTORS 

SER 


ANAGRAM 

RECORDS 


DIRECT MAIL ORDER SPECIAL PRICE £ 9.95 UK £ 10.45 EUROPE £ 10.95 R of W (prices inc P & P) 

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0171 371 5844 For orders by post and a FREE 76 page Cherry Red Records 
catalogue with update, write to: Dept Punk CHERRY RED RECORDS, BISHOPS PARK HOUSE, 25-29 FULHAM 
HIGH STREET. LONDON SW6 3JH, UK E-MAIL infonet@cred.demon.co.uk WEBSITE http://www.demon.co.uk/cherryred 


Teenage Warning magazine Issue #23 page 23 


news but they probably haven’t ever heard of 
the word "ska". Most people are aware of 
SHARP but I haven't heard of any SHARP 
sections. 

Would you still play ska if it gets fashion- 
able? What about signing to a major if they 
tell you to change your style or attitude? 

Yeah! Definitely! Hopefully The Offbeats can 
make it fashionable in New Zealand first. Sell 
out? No way! We are continually developing 
our style but we have an underlying sound 
which we want to keep. 

What places are worth visiting when we 
make it to New Zealand one day? 

Wellington, then Auckland to realise why you 
went to Wellington first! 

Have you received much fanzine coverage 
so far? 

Not much... We get a lot of smaller zines 
from the US which send us a lot of E-mail 
wanting to do reviews, etc... I don't think they 
get much distribution though. 

What are your favourite zines? 

Used to be Zoot!, now generally Ska Beat 
from Australia. 

Have you ever played outside New 
Zealand? 

We haven’t played abroad yet. We plan to do 
Australia later this year with Oz Band 
"Complete Madness". We have a few contacts 
in OZ and The States. 

Are there any skazines or mainstream 
zines in New Zealand supporting ska 
bands? What about Oi!? Are there many 
skins in NZ? 

There isn’t a skazine yet, but Magoo (Cult 


Maniax/One Step Beyond distribution) in- 
cludes news, etc... in his monthly update/ 
mailing list sheet. A couple of Australian 
zines include NZ ska news. There is only one 
Oi! band over here. Not sure of any other 
ones. There are few skins over here. 

Are any of you skinheads? Do you get 
many skins at your gigs? 

We have four SHARP skinheads. Depends on 
the gig but I'd say about 20% are skins. 

How many gigs have you done? Best & 
worst memories? 

We have done 30 gigs. The best being 
Antipodes a few months ago. We went off! 
The worst was supporting The Porkers on a 
Wednesday night. You could easily count the 
people! 

What do you normally sing about? 

We sing about a variety of topics, buying a 
suit, getting a girl pregnant, drinking beer, ... 


The sax player does a lot of writing but we all 
do a bit too. 

Do you play a lot of covers? What are your 
3 favourite songs and why? 

We do 55-45, being 55% originals 45% 
covers. Our fave 3 originals are "By Myself’, 
’’Suit" and "Dubbed Out". Our 3 fave covers 
are "Local Member" (Latenotes), "Anarchy 
Ska" (Sex Pistols) and "Swan Lake". They 
seem to fit what we are all about and they are 
great to skank to. 

Do you get much airplay in NZ? 

Quite a lot on our local student station Radio 
Active. We made it to No.7 on their charts 
with "Dubbed Out". 

Info: David Gray, PO. Box 200-26, 
Newtown, Wellington, New Zealand 
E-Mail: skaville@actrix.gen.nz 
Or visit their Web Page at: 
http://w ww. vuw^c .nz/~wilj ef/offbeats .html 


Something about the line-up 

David Gray (vocals). Knowing everything one could ever possibly know about Ska music. 
Dave is a fanatical Ska enthusiast, claiming that he was heavily influenced by the Ska scene 
when growing up in England. 

Andrew Loveridge (tenor sax). Andrew has played in a variety of bands, but has a passion 
for the Ska feel. The early sound of UB40 are one of his main musical influences. 

Chris McLoughlin (keyboards). Vastly experienced in the world of performance. Chris has 
been playing in pubs since he was 16 and loves 2-Tone. 

Ben Scott (drums). Ben is currently completing a music degree at the local jazz polytechnic. 
Some say his talented drum playing takes a lot of beating! 

Hamish Oliver (bass). Hamish has had a great deal of experience from playing in a variety 
of other well-known Wellington bands. Hamish also professes to be a dab hand at the re- 
corder, piano and tin whistle. 

Ben Brewer (guitar). Ben is another music student and has injected a refreshing and original 
guitar sound to the band. 
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lot people not 
familiar with the hand, eould pu explain 
what role ¥§nth Brigade pl»ed in the U.§. 
punk rnek seene of the late ?0s/eatij Htls? 

We were one of the hands that were starting 
up the early §eene ; It was sort of like a seeond 
wave 31 beeause in Los Angeles there was 
originally bands like The lereamers, The 
§erms, X and The @§ Qe'§= Thin in §an 
Praneiseo there was The Avengers and Bead 
Kennedy* a little hit later hut it was the same 
seeni: In LA there was the early sort of art 
kene, most of the people were in their mid to 
late twenties then and me and my brother 
game into that seene around 1978= We were 
just teenagers, Then there was a seeond wave 
of hands that started in Ih8t)/8L In LA, it 
was all the surfers A skateboarders, that's 
whin dwytelnt get realty huge with us, 
Seeial Distortion, Bad Religion, Adoleseems, 
TI0L, ete, ilaek Flag was a little earlier and 
lad their own little seene, They tame from 
this area ealled "Manhattan Beaeh", the south 
part of the lay, The C’irele Jerks and Redd 
Kress also same from that sort of seene, 

Are you still in toueh with any of these 
haflds like e,g, Glrtle Jerks'? 4 
lure, l know all these guys, I see Keith 
Morris onee in a wluie, The Linde Jerks 
reformed and put out a reeord whieh get 
terrible reviews, They did a tour of Ameriea 
and Canada and not even 1 weeks into the 
tour Greg Hetsen's mother died, so he left and 
they eaneelled die tour, I think the tour is not 
going well and that's the end If that, They 
5 signed to a major label to make the reeord, 
get a butieh of money and it's ever now, 
bid vou ever plav with Bead Kennedy*? 
Veah, in 1181 in L,A= at a plaee down by the 
harbour, 1000 people, It was Bead Kennedys, 
B,8,A„ Veuth iripde, Minutemen and there 
might've been another hand or two opening, I 
don't remember, 4Jr * 

Bo you have a good relation with the guys 
of B,0.A,? 

lure, 1 mean we did seme shews together in 
• Spain a eouple of years age, They had seme 
really ftteked up luek, the drummer was 
killed, They had a party and they all passed 
out drunk and the house eaught to, He was a 
really niee guy, It was about a year age I 
think 'ees we were on tour last year and they 
were doing benefit shows all aeross Canada 


Wi 
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i© raise money to help pay fer lire expenses: 
Were Youth Brigade considered an 
important band by influential magaiines 
like Flipside and Maximum Roek'n'RoH? 

i think §o ; We were a pretty popular hand and 
sold a lot of reeerdS: We were one of the first 
hands to tour across America and started this 
company called 1Y0 ; You know, there was 
our label, Bisehord which is run by Ian and 
Jeff from Miner Threat = Fugaii 
new = Telle Biafra had 
Alternative Tentacles, Cory who 
was in The Neeres originally 
runs Touch fcgejhese labels 
were the ones started by people 
in bands and that still exist- You 
also have irett with Ipitaph of 
course although his thing was 
later than ours and was mere to 
put out Bad Religion at first and 
it wasn't as big in these days as 
what we were doing: These were 
sente of the mere popular labels 
and they were run by musicians, 

Besides putting out records, 
was there anything else you 
were trying to achieve with the 


germs practiced there with his last band "The 
Barby Clash land" before he died. Then we 
had the opportunity to run a night club called 
iggodalla's" that lasted for maybe only 1 
months but at that time it was the place where 
we had the biggest local punk rock shews 
ever. We were having a 1000 people at a shew 
which was pretty amazing at the time and if 
was ail run by just punks, The security was 



It didn't start as a label, it started just as an 
idea after a riot in L,A, in 107ft at a shew with 
The germs, The Plugs, The go go's and seme 
other bands, The police came and just started 
beating people, I wasn't at the shew, ! didn't 
go out' that night but the next day we had a 
press conference in this sort of underground 
club we had called Thf Maspue, The media 
was always trying to say, fucking stupid punk 
rockers, they put pins in their faces, they're 
nihilistic drunks, Negative, negative, negative, 
§e i just had this, idea in my jhead that we 
should start an organisation that tries to 
promote the positive things, It was just an idea 
and then after a while we had a place called 
"ikinhead Manor" (?) which was a big house 
in Bollywood where like II people lived and 
always another II or 20 were passing out, 
We'd have parties all the time, This house 
became a meeting place for the whole new 
scene of people flout aUweund and from that 
house Youth Brigade started, The Circle Jerks 
practiced there and Barby Crash 
from The 


Youth Brigade in their early days 

just friends 1 hired from all different areas, if 
there was a problem, ehanees were somebody 
would knew somebody and they went like 
"what are you trying to fuek up, this elub is 
for everybody", 

Was violence a big problem at shows? 

It beeame a big problem after a while, It just 
get really stupid, I think a let of that started 
heeause luieidal Tendencies started dressing 
like Mexiean gang members, I sort of held 
'em responsible, We almost put their first 
reeerd out, Their manager is a very good 
iJrtend of mine and he wanted us to put the 
reeerd out, We almost did, hut it was just also 
the time when they were starting to have a 
little luieidal Sang, it was getting really bad, 
they were fighting all the time and I didn't 
want to be associated with that, 

Anyway, we did the elub, then we bought a 
big yellow seheel bus and put on a shew at the 
Hollywood Palladium with 7 local bands = 
TI0L, Social Bistertion, 


"Someone's Senna Set Their Head Rieked 
in". Then, we took the big school bus, made a 
tour across the US, & Canada and made a 
film from that called "Another State 0f 
Mind", We also had a magaiine fer a while. 
The problem was always lets of people help* 
ing and lets ’of people leaving, We had no 
money, so it was mainly up to me and my 
brother Mark running it, it was just toe many 
prejeets and not enough people, 
Cvery time we'd come home from a 
tour, we had fe spend months eatehing 
baek up, It was the reason that we 
took so tong to put another record out 
after "Sound & Fury" because we 
spent so much time on the label you 
know and finding good people to run 
the label has always been a problem 
as we didn't have a lot of money that 
we could pay people, Now it's 
primarily a label but I hope to be 
expanding it into making films & 
videos and doing stuff on the 
computer & internet, 

Have you ever tried to earn money 
with a "straight" job? 

0h yeah, when l was in High seheel l 
sold drugs, i worked probably 20 different 
jobs, I've delivered pi??as & newspapers, I've 
cooked in many different restaurants, ete, 
Anyway, then we stepped doing musie at the 
end of if §7, When me and my brother had 
enough, we didn't want to play musie, wc 
didn't want to run the reeerd company, i start* 
cd doing political activist stuff in my 
neighbourhood getting people to try and go 
vote, I got involved in pretests during the Gulf 
War and i organised a free eoneert outside 
with Red Hot Chilli Peppers, L7 and my hand 
That's It, There was about 10,000 people, 
Then l started gardening because I've always 
liked it, I bad a huge prden for a while but it 
takes a let of work, 

What exactly caused the breakup of Youth 
Brigade in 1087/88? 

Well, we toured lurope in 1084 and when we 
came baek, my g| 

brother Adam = the 
bass player = said he 
wanted to go baek 
to art seheel, §e 
when he left the 
band we tried a 



Youth Brigade, 
Adolescents, Wasted Youth = and with the 
money from that we put out the first reeerd 


players fer a feu 
months and it was 
kinda strange, We 
eventually got 
another guy in 
the hand and 
sort of decided 
to change the 
name, It didn't 
go all the way, 
we dropped 
the "youth" and just be* 
eame The Brigade, We got thrashed by the 
press, they hated it and said we sounded like 
The Cult, It was actually a compliment 
because 1 liked The Cult's early stuff not the 
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heavy metal stuff though. Then after a year Offspring have been influenced by us and 
and a half of that, it just burned out. It some of 'em are not bands that have been 


not fun, the punk rock scene had died and so 
we just said, fuck it. For about 3 years I didn't 
play any music. I worked on films for a while 
and made some money 'cos my father is a 
filmmaker, so I did 2 films where I was an 
apprentice to the editor - rolling film every 
day, putting numbers on the film. I earned a 
lot of money so I could live. I worked for 4 
months and then I didn't have to work for the 
rest of the year. A third film I worked on I 
was an assistant on the camera. That was fun, 

I learned a lot but it was like 12 to 16 hours 
work. Then my brothers had a band called 
Royal Crown Revue, I had a band called 
That's It. We started back in about 1990, put 
records out and started the label again. 

What happened to That’s It? 

I had problems finding people to work with. I 
started the band with this guy Chris and 
Tommy who used to be in The Stupids. Chris 
took too much acid, he freaked out. Then we 
got this other guy playing bass who just never 
really fit. We got Mark Phillips playing guitar 
on the record. He ended up going to Down 
By Law, they kicked him out of that band. 
Then he was in The Joykiller and they kicked 
him out of that band too. He's not a bad per- 
son and a good guitar player but a little 
strange. When I came to Europe again, the 
second line-up was just some people that I 
met. Actually halfway through the first tour 
Tommy Stupid quit the band. He turned out 
to be a complete asshole. In the middle of all 
that I started up Youth Brigade again and at 
the same time I started running the label 
again back in L.A. and that was taking all my 
time up, so... I could've had time for both 


"together for a couple of years and are 17- 
year-old kids. I'm happy for their success. It 
would be nice if we were on the radio and got 
popular. I’d be rich and would probably do a 
lot of good things with the money I earn, but 
it’s not my ultimate goal. I wanna do this as 
long as I enjoy it & have fun and as long as 
people seem to be interested and they do. 

How do you feel about all these debates 
about how certain bands have sold out and 
betrayed the roots of punk? 

People are never happy, no matter what. First 
they go to the shows and there's 10 people 
there and they say "these bands are so great, 
nobody supports them". Then all of a sudden 
they get really big and it's "I can't go see that 
band anymore man, there's too many jerks at 
the show". I always say to them the bands are 
still playing the music just like they were, so 
your problem is not with the band 'cos they 
haven't changed to get popular. They just do 
what they did and all of a sudden they got 
popular. They just don't want a band to be 
popular really or only on the terms of popular 
with them and their friends and that's it. The 
drawback however is when you get to a 
certain level, you get all these people around 
you who try to control you. 

Right on, they have managers for this, 
managers for that and don’t seem to be in 
control anymore. 

That's the band's responsibility ultimately. I 
know all about it 'cos we manage ourselves 
and we run our own record label. D.I.Y. was 
something that was started in the U.S. really 
because there weren't many people doing it in 
England when the punk scene started. It's a 



bands if I didn't have to do the label but punk 
rock started to get really big in 1993/94 and 
of course BYO was the beneficiary of that. I 
mean. Green Day & The Olfspring, Epitaph 
& Fat Wreck Chords became successful. 

Do you never feel bitter when you see the 
success of e.g. Green Day while Youth 
Brigade have never made it that big? 

A lot of these bands that are popular like The 


lot of work, no doubt about it and one of the 
reasons why Youth Brigade probably didn't 
get bigger in the 80s because we spent so 
much time on our label we didn't get to put 
another record out. But in my opinion if 
you’re gonna hire somebody to handle some 
of the stuff, you better make sure they do 
things the way you want them to do. A lot of 
times people hire managers just so they don’t 


have to say no. They can just blame it on the 
manager. "Hey, our booking agent was told 
not to book shows that were more than $10, 1 
don't know why it's $20 entrance fee here, it 
shouldn't have happened". It’s a great excuse. 
Look at a band on a major label. I was telling 
this to my father, there's a pyramid with the 
artist on top and underneath all of the para- 
sites to take pieces and pieces. My father said 
no, that's wrong. The pyramid's the other way 
around. The artist is on the bottom and on top 
are all the business people taking all the 
money. The artist on the bottom get what's 
left. I mean, you have a manager who takes 
15 to 20%, agents take 10 to 15% and record 
companies take a huge chop too and 1 know 
because I run a record company. We just do a 
50/50 split of the profits. - f| 

I don't understand why people wanna be 
dishonest in business. If you earn your money 
honestly, it's to your benefit to continue doing 
business the way you've been doing it 'cos no 
one is gonna want to work with you if you're 
not honest anymore. If you're gonna screw 
somebody, you might as well screw 'em from 
the beginning. One of the reasons people 
wanna continue working with Epitaph is 
because they have done a good job. If you're 
successful, you wanna keep working with the 
same people. I’ve worked with the pressing 
plant that makes my records for over 15 
years. He's a nice guy, he’s always been real 
honest with me and I'll continue giving him 
my business 'cos 1 respect him. 

Do you feel you’ve been able to join in with 
the new generation of punk & hardcore 
bands like e.g. the Bouncing Souls who 
you’re on tour with? 

Personally l have no problems with them. I 
hear rumblings from people and I see a little 
bit of the attitude with some of the younger 
bands where it's much more about money and 
the community sense that we had back in the 
early 80s doesn't exist, "but I don't expect it to 
be 'cos it's a different scene you know. 
They're not creating something out of noth- 
ing. They're taking music that was done 10- 
15 years ago and Hopefully making some- 
thing of their own with it. They all seem to be 
really respectful of me and where I’ve come 
from. I hear stories about people acting like 
rock stars but it's hard for me to know 'cos l 
don't really see it. If I do, I tell 'em to stick it 
up their ass. 

When you see the merchandising of some 
of the new bands, it's more like a shopping 
mall... 

I don't know. We always used to do it in the 
80s just because it was a way to help you pay 
expenses. You didn't make much money at 
clubs. We still don't make a fortune playing 
these gigs. We sell more music than T-Shirts 
and stuff on the road and I'm happy to sell 
music 'cos I get to sell it for much cheaper 
than I would through a shop. Plus we make a 
bigger profit, so it's good for the band, good 
for the label and good for the kid in the street 
'cos he gets the record for much cheaper. It's 
the way it is and there's not much I can do. 
Either go with the flow or you don't go. 
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What changes did you notice in the punk 
movement over the years? 

People always ask me what's the difference 
between now and then and it's like I said 
before, we created that scene. When you walk- 
ed down the street and saw somebody who 
looked punk rock, he was your friend 'cos 
there weren't very many of them. 

Now everybody looks like a 
punk rocker. You walk through a 
small town and there's people 
with coloured hair," piercings 
through every hole in their body 
or whatever and a lot of them 
aren't even punk rockers. They 
look like they just adopted the 
fashion. It's like new wave was 
in the 80s. The ravers and all the 
hippies, they look like punk 
rockers to a certain extent as 
well. 

I don't know what being a punk 
rocker is except for what it is for 
me and it's just about living a 
lifestyle where you can say fuck 
you to the mainstream of society, 
luckily for me. I don't have to get 
a job and work from 9 to 5 for 
somebody else. I can do what I 
wanna do and try to spread the 
ideas that I have and hopefully it 
inspires people to get off their 
ass. 

Right now is a pretty important 
time with the success labels have 
had. Obviously the success of 
Green Day and The Offspring, 
but especially The Offspring 
because they were on an 
independent label. It shows you 
don't need a major label to be 
successful. Now what do you do 
with that success, power & 
money? Are you gonna use it for good things 
or are you just gonna join the game and be just 
like a major? 

Bands like Green Day often get criticised 
while people seem to accept that others like 
Biohazard and Sick of It All almost 
immediately signed to a major. 

Yeah and most of them are much bigger in 
Europe than they are in the States and a lot of 
that is due to Moses of ZAP because they 
created that whole "hatecore" thing in 
Germany. It just blew my mind. I was here in 
1991 and 1992 and I couldn’t believe u, there 
were U.S. bands I never heard of They were 
big here,| drawing 500 to 1000 people. In 
October 1991 I was in New York with this 
band The Radicts who I had met on tour. They 
said let's go see this band playing down the 
street called Yuppicide. Really good. So I went 
to go see ’em. Yuppicide from New York, 1 5- 
20 people at the show, that's it. It's their town 
and nobody conies to see them. Two months 
later I'm in Europe, Yuppicide headlining 
shows all’ over Europe, being in the ZAP 
magazine "hatecore from New York". Just 
because of this name, fucking 300 to 500 
people a show. It's kinda disgusting. I've been 


to Europe a lot, I've seen it. We were one of 
the first, we toured in 1984 and I think only 
maybe Dead Kennedys, D.O.A. and Black 
Flag had been here before. 

Can you tell us something about the new 
album ”To Sell Us The Truth”. How would 
you describe it? 


I'm really happy with it. We've worked a long 
time on it. It normally takes us between 50 and 
70 hours on a record and this one took us 
about 1 30 hours to record & mix. We used to 
spend between $3000 and $5000 to make a 
record, now it's between $8000 and $10,000. 
Still pretty cheap 'cos T can sell 3000 records 
and cover the expenses, especially now with 
CDs. In the old days with only vinyl it was 
more difficult. 

CDs are a lot cheaper in the States than 
they are over here. Do you have an 
explanation for that? 

There's no reason for them to be so expensive 
over here. It basically costs the same amount 
of money to make a CD as to make a record 
and it could be even less, depending on how 
big your booklet insert is. Major labels have a 
conspiracy to keep the prices high. It's the only 
reason because we would sell our CDs 
wholesale $6 and they would still be in the 
store for $15, so we raised the price to $7 this 
year and they're still in the store for $15. We 
just make the extra dollar for us and the band. 
It’s something I can’t control because we're not 
big enough. If I was Epitaph, that would be a 
different story. 


What would you say the key words of the 
new album are? 

I just talk about the things that I experience 
every day and that I think other people can 
relate to like the popularity of all the new 
punk rockers and how punk rock is gonna be 
able to maintain any kind of intelligence & 
meaning if it all becomes about 
motley which is exactly what it set 
out to destroy. 

Do you believe your audience 
understands the lyrics? 

My feeling is, I don't know whether 
they understand it or not. I hope 
they do, I know some kids do 
because they come up & tell me and 
I get letters all the time. I remember 
the same argument in the 80s when 
the scene in L.A. was getting really 
big, people would come up and say 
"it sucks, all these posers" etc. I'd 
say I don't really care why they get 
involved in it but I've had a lot of 
kids who wrote me letters saying 
our lyrics changed their lives. If it 
does that to one person, it's all 
worth it and I know it's many more 
than that. Then you have kids who 
are just there to have fun and that's 
fine because they're 15-year-old. 
When I was 15 I was listening to 
Led Zeppelin, I didn't know the 
fuck was going on but then I read 
books and listened to other things. 
It changed me and hopefully it will 
be the same. I always say it's so 
much better now to see punk rock 
bands in the Top- 10 because 
hopefully these kids will say what 
does Green Day listen to? It's much 
better that these bands are there 
than 5 or 6 years ago which was 
who? Motley Crue, Guns & Roses, 
Van Halen. 

You have however bands like Sepultura or 
Rage Against The Machine who are very 
political and are headlining big festivals 
here in Europe. 

Yeah, but they're on a major label. It's a kind 
of hypocrisy. Fuck the government, fuck major 
labels, fuck multinational corporations but 
they own our music, own our records and they 
pay our salary. Then you have the argument, 
well you make a bargain with the devil. You 
sign to a major and you're gonna reach a 
bigger audience 'cos on an independent 
there's a line. You hit that and there's like a 
ceiling. When Bad Religion & Fugazi started 
getting big, they hit about 200,000 and they 
couldn’t sell any more. This is the argument I 
think made by members of Bad Religion for 
signing to a major label. An independent can 
only go so far and that’s it. If you’re huge like 
Rage Against The Machine and have all this 
money, why don’t you start your own label? 

The guys of The Offspring did I believe. 
Brian did but he doesn't really run it. The girl 
that was running the label for Brian is the 
label manager for BYO now. She left there 
not very happy. The manager of Social 



Shawit Stern 
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Distortion is also the manager of The 
Offspring & Rancid. He also owns the movie 
"Another State Of Mind". He worked at 
A&M, she was gonna become the president 
of A&M and he quit. Then he signed The 
Offspring & Rancid and started his own label 
too. Except, for his label which is a major he 
got 30 million dollars to use to run his label, 
so how independent is that and whenever The 
Offspring have a question, they go to him. 
He's corporate all the way and he's not a very 
nice person. 

What inspired you to write ’’Spies For 
Life”? 

It's funny because I was reading an article in 
the newspaper about people killing doctors in 
America the last few years. So there was a 
whole article on how these people infiltrate 
the left and they posed that they are pro- 
choice to get information and they said in that 
article "we're spies for life, this is our 
commitment for life". This is where I got the 
idea and I wrote it from the point of view of 
them, but there are some reviews in the States 
where they didn't get it. I wrote this letter to 
the editor of a magazine to say he's obviously 


either very stupid or very lazy 'cos if he 
would just take the time to read the lyrics and 
find out about our band at all, he would know 
we would never say anything to support right- 
wing. 99% of the people understand it, so I'm 
not too worried. 

The presidential elections in the U.S. are 
coming up. How do you see it evolving? 

The lesser of two evils, always in America. 
Both parties suck, both parties are in the cen- 
tre fighting the right. There's barely anything 
on the left. The people on the left and the 
Democratic Party are moving more and more 
to the right because the right is very well 
organised and they put the issues out in front 
of people very simply. I don't disagree with a 
lot of things people on the right are saying in 
the sense of get rid of a lot of the government 
because they spend so much money on stupid 
things, there's no control over it. Some of 
what they talk about is the same what the 
Green Party says : work on a local level, don't 
be a big national government where rich 
people can control everything. I agree with it 
but I don't agree with the fascist part of it like 
the religious thing and going back to a time 


you can't go back to, taking away rights for 
poor people. The people they appeal to are 
very simple-minded in the sense of yeah, I 
wanna go back the way it was 30 years ago. 
That's never gonna happen. They point 
fingers and blame other people like the 
immigrants instead of looking at themselves 
and finding a solution. 



BYO RECORDS 

P.O. Box 67A64 
Los Angeles, CA 967 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


We haven't received much response on our 
classifieds section, so let's try this a second 
time. In here you can advertise your demo 
tape if you're in a band, say hello, to your 
girlfriend/boyfriend, sell some of your old 
records or ask if anyone has that old record 
you're after, mention your mail order or what- 
ever you want to let the world know. No 
political or racist shit! 30 words cost $2, 40 
words for $3, 60 words for $4. Cash only! 
You're not that skint you can't afford to 
advertise your stuff, are you? 


RARE BRITISH PUNK / 01! / H.C. Set-sale 
1800+ items, ABRASIVE WHEELS - 
ZOUNDS. Want-list service. Please send IRC 


WANTED SKINHEAD GIRL PHOTOBOOK 
by Alan Mean. Anyone having a copy please 
get in touch with me, even if you don't wanna 
sell it. Just let us know if you've got a copy 
and we will talk about business. Contact: 
Mark M. Brown. Apartado de Correos 1474, 
07800 Ibiza (Baleares), Spain. (Also let us 
know if you have Gary Johnson's book, ok?). 


WANTED NEWPAPER & MAGAZINE 
CUTTINGS and clippings from the late 60's 
up to the present day. If you want to get rid of 
them or have an offer please get in touch with 
me. I'm also after old skinhead photos and 
good conservation second hand records 
(skinhead reggae, ska, Slade, Oi! and punk). 
Mark M. Brown, Apartado de Correos 1474, 
07800 Ibiza (Baleares), Spain. 


HARD AS NAILS, BOVVER BOOTS, 
BACKS AGAINST THE WALL, Sniffin' 
Glue, Fantomas, Symfonie Urbaine, and other 
early/late eighties skinzines. If you have any 
please get in touch with me at Apartado de 
Correos 804, 07800 Ibiza (Baleares), Spain. 


OI! THE POSTCARDS, there's 9 different 
postcards from Oi! heroes like 4-Skins, Last 
Resort, Oppressed, The Business, Cockney 
Rejects, etc.... The 9 set postcard collection 
costs £5, 13DM, 50FF, $9 or 1000 Pesetas 
(Europe), $11 USA/Canada, $12 rest of the 
world. Cash only in registered letter to: 
Apartado de Correos 804, 07800 Ibiza 
(Baleares), Spain. 



12 POINTBUCK - 4 songs now available on 


DSS compilation "Rockin' The Streets" ($15). 
Other bands included are Impact, The Service, 
Street Troopers, Chapter 21, Les Partisans. 
"Napalm In The Morning" 7 song cassette EP 
still available ($5). Contact 12 P.B. at 85 Paul 
Road, Kamloops, BC, V2C 6T1, Canada. 


T-SHIRTS of the "Punk & Disorderly In 1995" 
festival for sale which saw the reunion of punk 
rock legends Anti-Pasti, Special Duties and 
One Way System with Charge 69, Capo 
Regime and The Lurkers also on the bill. Two 
sided. Red & white on black. Great design. BF 
300/DM 15/$ 10 (including postage) from 
Johan Van Mieghem, Postbus 46, 9050 
Ledeberg 1, Belgium. 


New releases, vinyl & CD reissues, American Imports & 
rarities (1977-1997) of labels iike Anagram, Captain Oi!, 

Dojo, Fat Wreck, GMM, Grand Theft Audio, Grover, 

Headache, Helen of Oi!, Knock out. Lost & Found, Moon Ska, 
Mordam, New Red Archives, Other Peoples Music, Pork Pie, 
Retch, Revelation, Step One, SFT, Taang, Trojan, Victory, 
Bronco Bullfrog, Walzwerk, We Bite and many more 

WS 'VS $on tyOUR 'Dri'l&i, TWK ROCK ?VX! 

Send 2 stamps (Belgium) - 2 IRC’s or 2 IJS dollars (rest of the world) for 
our full catalogue of Punh Rock, Hardcore, Oi!, Ska & Streetpunk LP’s, 
singles, CD’s & videos. Cheap prices. Want list service available. 


JOHAN VAN MIEGHEM - POSTBUS 46 - 9050 LEDEBERG 1 - BELGIUM 
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AFFRONT 

PUNK FOR SALE...SAID 
WATTIE ONE DAY EP 

This takes me back to the late 80s 
when there was an abundance of this 
style. Discharge, Doom and Chaos 
UK at their heaviest spring to mind. 
Growling vocals, heavy bass lines 
and a brutal lead guitar. Obviously an 
attack on The Exploited as they 
thank "all the punks and skins who 
believe in money as a form of 
protest". "No Way" is the definite 
winner, a stompin' singalong yet in a 
hardcore sort of way. They're 
carrying on like madmen and it feels 
like it's coming from the heart. (J) 
(Plastic Bomb Records) 

AMUSIC SKAZZ BAND 
S/T M-CD 

With a band name like that, you don't 
need to be a connoisseur to imagine 
what you're gonna discover on here. 
Yes, big band jazz, Jamaican soul, 
authentic R & B boogie ska. On par 
with soul brothers Yebo or New 
York Ska- Jazz Ensemble and the 
rootsy rocksteady practiced by some 
of the early greats like The Skatalites 
whose "Bridge View" they're cover- 
ing. Only the high-pitched female 
vocals don't fit the music too well to 
me. (J) 

(Plastic Disc, Ap. Correus 8041, 
08080 Barcelona, Spain) 

ANTI-HEROS 
THAT’S RIGHT / DON’T 
TREAD ON ME CD 

This package already came out on 
the Anti-Heros own GMM label a 
few years back which makes yet 
another reissue somewhat 
superfluous I guess. Anyway, both 
albums were originally released by 
Link Records in 1987/1988 and were 
in retrospect forerunners of a whole 
new generation of American Oi! 
bands standing up without any of 
them coming up to their high level. 
Believe me when I say you simply 
need to own these 28 power-packed, 
rippin', in-your-face Oi! blasts. 
They'll blow you away for sure. (J) 
(Step-1 Music / Get A Loife distro) 

APOCALYPSE BABYS 
WHOOPS...! CD 

This is totally great, some of the best 
punk you're going to hear anywhere. 
They may be singing about rebellion 
being a thing of the past, but are most 
definitely looking to the past 
musically. Take the best of The 
Lurkers, Ramones & The Clash, 
solid hooky guitar lines, '77 na-na-na 
style singing and you get pure 
unadulterated punk rock that fuckin' 
rips. Buy this, it'll blow you away. (J) 
(Smokin' Troll Records / Get A Loife 
distro) 


THE AUTHORITY 
WHO KNOWS? CD 

Lace up your boots and strap on your 
braces 'cos here's some more street 
hardened punk/oi! made in America. 
Tough vocals and mean-ass guitars. 
The streetwise poem "The Voice" 
takes us back to the heydays of the 
"new punk" movement and the likes 
of Garry Johnson, etc. "Public 
Service" is my personal favourite and 
while not all of 'em will stick to your 
rotting little brain for years to come, 
it definitely affirms the healthy scene 
the Yanks have today. (J) 

(GMM Records / Get A Loife distro) 

BAMBI MOLESTERS 
COASTAL DISTURBANCE EP 
Punk or hardcore die-hards better 
skip this review 'cos it ain't your 
thang. If you like surf blues 
instrumentals and light-weight semi- 
sloppy rock combined, then you'll 
like this platter. Slide guitars that 
strangely come to an abrupt end. It 
failed to move me and you probably 
know why.... (J) 

(Plastic Bomb / S. Bock, Gartnerstr. 
23, 47055 Duisburg, Germany) 

BIG 5 

INYERFACE CD 

A bit of an all-star line-up here: lead 
singer Jennie of The Belle Stars who 
enjoyed a couple of big hits in 
1982/83 plus Martin Stewart and 
Nick Welsh who joined The Selecter 
after leaving Bad Manners. A variety 
of influences are consequently bound 
to trickle in and they're taking the ska 
to uncultivated fields, blending 
together the aggression of punk and 
the danceable ska beats with a loud 
pop edge. There's nothing puritan 
about it really. The first 3000 copies 
come with a free 8 track bonus CD, 
recorded live in London. (J) 

(Dojo Ltd., P.O. Box 281, 
Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2BD, 
England / Get A Loife distro) 

BODYJAR 
RIMSHOT CD 

Four Australian dudes on a Swedish 
label cranking out poppy U.S. style 
hardcore. It can't get any more 
international than this, can it? Maybe 
a tad tighter than most Fat Wreck 
bands, but still totally going for that 
kind of sound. Includes a fun Police 
cover. They'll bring you a few good 
moments of hook-filled power play 
with fast breaks but it's probably not 
going to change your life or any- 
thing. (J) 

(Burning Heart Records) 

BOMB SQUADRON 
ANOTHER GENERATION 
LOST EP 

If the rumours are true that the 
success of Blanks 77 has gone to 
their heads, these guys are ready to 


take over America's pogo punk 
banner. A rollicking street punk fest 
from start to finish, snotty vocals and 
a tight rhythm section backing it. To 
put it briefly all the requisite 
attributes for a truly great punk rock 
record. A second EP should be out 
by now on GMM Records, so be 
generous and fork out a few bucks. 

(J) 

(Jarrod Kolnos, 119 Woodrow Ave., 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608, USA) 

BOOTS & BRACES 
...OVER AMERICA EP 

Released to back up their American 
tour from last October, it's by far the 
best material I heard by one of the 
longest running German Oi! bands. 
More on the punk side than e.g. the 
more metallic "Die Andere Seite" 
album from 1992 though these cuts 
are reworkings/re-recordings of older 
ones. In fact it kicks butt on a lot of 
lame recent German Oi! releases. 
Finishes with the all-time killer "Last 
Year's Youth" by Menace. (J) 
(Walzwerk Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 



BOVVER 96 
GHETTO OI! EP 

The musical delivery of this new 
Philadelphia skinhead Oi! band, with 
great belligerent female vocals, is 
somewhere between Naked 
Aggression and The Templars. Four 
outta four good tunes here. It stands 
above a lot of Oi! releases coming 
out these days. They take an own 
approach and are not trying to copy 
anyone which deserves a pat on the 
back. The packaging complete with 
sticker and lyric sheet plus the fact 
that it’s a totally self-funded effort all 
add up to a must have release. (J) 
(Steel Comb Rec., P.O. Box 18014, 
Philadelphia, PA 19147, USA) 

BRACKET 

”E” IS FOR EVERYTHING 
ON FAT WRECK CD 

Contains their previous 7"s for Fat 
plus a couple of new cuts. The 
ultimate Green Day wannabees and 
their trademark of sugar coated 
pop/punk harmonies veering towards 
more mainstream rock, the same 
whiny vocals, the obligate ballad and 
lyrics concentrating on personal 
feelings. Nothing more, nothing less. 

(J) 

(Fat Wreck Chords Europe, 
Waldemarstr. 33, 10999 Berlin, 

Germany / Get A Loife distro) 

THE BRISTLES 
THIS BOMBS FOR YOU EP 


The Pelado label is fast becoming a 
valuable source for snotty punk rock 
and this new single is another 
evidence of this. They're from New 
Jersey, an area that seems to have an 
inexhaustible supply of bands of this 
ilk. Pissed off pogo punk with Oi! 
touches. Too bad there's only 2 
tracks. If you were wondering who 
their bomb's destined for, who else 
than our beloved politicians. Good 
gear for all bastards. (J) 

(Pelado Records, 521 W. Wilson #B 
202, Costa Mesa, CA 92627, USA / 
Get A Loife distro) 

CANDY SNATCHERS 
LIVE ON A FIVE 5” 

1 made like 20 attempts to put on this 
highly inconvenient piece of vinyl 
and eventually gave up. I fought the 
5" and the 5" won... The label reck- 
ons it's manic East Coast punk rock 
& roll, 2 cuts of live drunken 
mayhem that you need. All I can say 
it's been recorded in Norfolk/Virginia 
and includes "Cock In My Pocket" 
which is credited to Pop/Williamson, 
so it must be a Stooges cover. That's 
all folks. (J) 

(Headache Records, P.O. Box 204, 
Midland Park, NJ 07432, USA) 

CAPO REGIME 
PISSED UP PUNKS LP 

Capo Regime j\uthorised Product no. 

2 for Step-1 and good solid loud 'n' 
proud '82 UK punk done in 1997. 
Gutteral vocals & a little more 
variety wouldn't hurt. Includes Test 
Tube Babies' "Banned From The 
Pubs". I'll let the band have the final 
say, quoted from the title track: 
"Pissed up punks in '96, a way of life, 
out on the street. Ripped-up jeans 
and spiky hair, we don't need a 
fashion flare". Any more questions? 

(J) 

(Step- 1 Music / Get A Loife distro) 

THE CARPETTES 
FRUSTRATION PARADISE / 
FIGHT AMONGST 
YOURSELVES CD 

24 track coupling of the 2 studio LPs 
(1979 & 1980) for Beggars Banquet 
by the recently reformed Carpettes, 
complete with sleeve notes by the 
band themselves. They were a good 
The Clash meets The Jam type band 
at their best and a forgettable arty 
band at their worst. It ain't pure punk, 
more an equal balance of pop, punk 
and dare I say, early Police style 
rock. Although some of their later 
stuff is pretty lame, I reckon Captain 
Oi! has done the right thing by 
dragging this out of the basement. (J) 
(Captain Oi! / Get A Loife distro) 

CHAOTIC DISCHORD 
FUCK RELIGION LP 

It seems just about every early 80s 
punk album gets reissued. Now it's 
Chaotic Dischord's turn with the 
"Fuck Religion Fuck Politics Fuck 
The Lot Of You" and adding the 
"Don't Throw It All Away" album, 
both originally on Riot City. Only 
swearwords can describe this 
disturbed lot, no nonsense obscene 
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filth that leaves no room for any 
morals and they must hate melodic 
tunes. Their favourite pastime is 
taking the piss out of everything and 
everyone including bands like Chaos 
UK ("Loud, Tuneless & Thick") and 
Special Duties ("77 in 85, what's it 
got to do with you"). One of those 
bands you either love or hate. I love 
'em. (J) 

(Visionary Vinyl, P.O. Box 30, 
Lytham St. Annes, FY8 1RL, 
England / Get A Loife distro) 

THE CHEEKS 
KIM EP 

What the hell is going on? The vinyl 
label says "made in Belgium" and if 
that wasn't enough the band slips in a 
cover of "There Will Be No Next 
Time" by our first ever punk band 
The Kids. Belgium exporting punk 
rock to Germany, you gotta laugh! 
Anyway, this disc contains cute, 
accessible power-pop-punk, almost 
bubblegum-ish and a singer with no 
hints of dodgy accents. The title track 
is a sort of tribute to the singer for 
The Muffs, so that should also clue 
you in on where they're coming 
from. (J) 

(Radio Blast Recordings) 

CHINESE BURN 
S/T CD 

This band is made up of ex-members 
from Barbed Wire who are best 
remembered from their split LP with 
The Abnormal as part of the 
"Skins'n'Punks" series on Oi! 
Records. Chinese Bum are however 
a new band and have nothing in 
common with past efforts. It's 
difficult to categorize, song titles like 
"One Chord Wonder", "There's 
Gonna Be A Riot", etc. would make 
you believe it's full-on punk, but the 
fact is it smells of hard rock with 
punk & alternative rock leanings. It 
reminded me of the Cockney Rejects' 
"Lethal" album for some reason 
although it ain't that bad. This is a 
prime example of a band trying to 
"move on" but not quite getting their 
new direction across. Sorry. (J) 
(Chinese Bum, lc Main Street, 
Midcalder, West Lothian, EH53 
OAW, UK) 

CONCRETE CELL 
OUT CD 

Poppy skatepunk from Belgium. A 
bit predictable maybe - the necessary 
stops & starts, a ska intermezzo, 
melodic guitars like Pennywise/The 
Vandals but then again it's not as if 
they're jumping on the bandwagon 
and they have nothing to envy to 
their American or Swedish counter- 
parts. Includes a cool Buzzcocks 
cover "Orgasm Addict". A pretty 
fresh sounding release. (J) 

(Genet Rec., P.O. Box 447, 9000 
Gent, Belgium / Get A Loife distro) 

CYANIDE 
THE PUNK ROCK 
COLLECTION CD 

I consider myself a bit of an expert 
on '77 punk rock but had never heard 
of this lot before. Apparently they 


formed in their native York in the 
early 70s and after seeing the Sex 
Pistols on their "Anarchy" tour, they 
joined in with the Punk movement 
and even made it to the legendary 
Roxy Club. You might also want to 
know that Steve Roberts (later of UK 
Subs and The Exploited) stepped in 
on dmms just before the band folded 
in 1979. This CD contains their self- 
titled album completed with 2 singles 
and one previously unreleased track. 
Musically I would place them 
somewhere between Radio Stars and 
The Drones. Riffy rock 'n' roll that's 
sped up and energized, that's what it 
comes down to really and they do it 
pretty good too. (J) 

(Captain Oi!, P.O. Box 501, High 
Wycombe, Bucks, HP 10 8QA, 
England / Get A Loife distro) 

DANCE HALL CRASHERS 

THE OLD RECORD CD 

Retrospective disc bringing together 
the band's recorded material between 
1989-1992 including a couple of 
familiar ones like "He Wants Me 
Back" off the California Ska-Quake 
comp. Smooth tunes colliding with 
faster, hom-driven ska and 2 rude 
girls in charge of the vocal duties, 
one of 'em sounding like that 
chatterbox from American comedy 
series "The Nanny" which I'm not 
sure you're familiar with. This is 
pretty listenable but starts to wear 
thin after 6 or so tracks due to the 
lack of real surprises. (J) 

(Fat Wreck Chords / Get A Loife) 

DEFACE 

GOVERNMENT DENIES 
KNOWLEDGE EP 

Four cuts of fast paced meaty 
hardcore, all pretty straight-forward 
as far as the structure goes, like 
Discharge meets old-school 
American HC. Dominant, slightly 
metal -tinged guitars, pounding drums 
while the vocalist blasts away with a 
raw, shouted voice. This will come 
as no surprise as the band features 
ex-members of Attitude Adjustment. 
Solid stuff. (J) 

(Will Heppner, 851 Bancroft Ave., 
San Leandro, CA 94577, USA) 

DIMESTORE HALOES / 
BLADDER BLADDER 
BLADDER 
SPLIT EP 

A double 3 -chord punk rock'n'roll 
attack. Dimestore Haloes got that 
swinging, riffy Johnny Thunders 
meets The Stooges "na na na" grit. 
Their message is right on the mark: 
"We are 4 pissed off twenty-some- 
things wrapped in leather & fake 
leopardskin, disciples of Johnny 
Thunders and William Burroughs, 
The Damned and Jack Kerouac - old 
books and records never die". The 
other Clash City Rockers were bom 
in England and have relocated to the 
U.S. about 4 years ago. The singer 
can't hide his British accent and are 
heavily inspired by the whole 
Generation X/The Jam axis. The 
spirit of '77 strikes again! (J) 

(Pelado Records address elsewhere / 


Get A Loife distro) 

DISORDER 

COMPLETE DISORDER LP 

20 track "Best Of' from Disorder 
repressed on vinyl, including the 
"Complete Disorder" and "Distortion 
To Deafness" EPs. I've seen them 
live a couple of times back in the 80s 
and always enjoyed their "total fuck- 
ing bollox" attitude but on record, it's 
a different matter. They're the one 
and only instigators of chaotic 
mutilated one-chord hardcore noise 
that makes your ears bleed. Hailing 
from Bristol just like Chaos UK & 
Chaotic Dischord, this city has 
produced some of the loudest 
decibels you'll ever hear. (J) 
(Visionary Vinyl / Get A Loife) 



DISORDER 

THE REST HOME FOR SENILE 
OLD PUNKS PROUDLY 
PRESENTS...DISORDER CD 

Apparently none of these tracks have 
previously been released, don't 
expect any surprises though. You 
could say they were forerunners of 
the whole crust/grind thing with their 
no nonsense, ferocious, breakneck 
hardcore punk that's pretty harsh on 
the ears and song titles typical for 
that era, "Police State", "Systems 
Rejects" etc. Chaotic in a way that's 
endearing to me. (J) 

(Anagram Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

DISRUPTIVE ELEMENT 
S/T EP 

Metallic hardcore combining 
Exploited 1997 stylings with manic 
Extreme Noise Terror bits and vocals 
sneaking into the grind arena, raging 
against everything that's going wrong 
in today’s society. Tough and hard, 
destined for slamming in the pit. (J) 
(Mass Productions, BP 287, 35005 
Rennes Cedex, France) 

DISTORTION 
STREET HERO EP 

The new single sees Distortion 
coming of age at last. Violent, fast- 
ish, rough & ready streetpunk, mean- 
ass vocals and thankfully the 
annoying trebled guitars made room 
for the crunchy kind every punk/oi! 
enthusiast is longing for. Let's say 
they draw on their considerable punk 
knowledge and finally managed to 
take a bunch of the best bits. Full 
marks. Happy now Nigel? (J) 
(Walzwerk Records, P.O. Box 1341, 
74643 Kiinzelsau, Germany / Get A 
Loife distro) 


DOG FOOD FIVE 
HONEY DON’T EP 

Low-fi garage punk'n'roll from 
Germany. The kind of band that 
plays at some shady bar every 
Saturday, plugs into a Marshall full 
stack, pumps out some fuzzed out 
chords and gets drunk with their 
mates afterwards. Covering the 50s 
rock'n'roll classic "Honey Don't" by 
Carl Perkins only adds to the retro 
feel. If you don't have an idea of 
what this sounds like by now, some- 
thing's definitely wrong. (J) 

(Halb 7 Records, Tortener Str. 43, 
06842 Dessau, Germany) 

DROPKICK MURPHYS / 
DUCKY BOYS 
SPLIT EP 

Dropkick Murphys possess that great 
street punk feel that grabs you by the 
throat straight away. They have a 
kick for finding these riffs (including 
a bagpipe of all things) and 
singalongs we're all so eager to 
discover. It blows a lot of today's 
generic shit out of the water. The 
Ducky Boys can't quite carry on 
DM's genuine work, but still manage 
to deliver the goods. They're more in 
the Patriot/Glory Stompers vein and 
lyrics that may still be relevant but 
hearing them time and time again 
gets a bit redundant. Much props. (J) 
(Flat Records, P.O. Box 7504, 
Quincy, MA 02269, USA) 

DR. RING-DING & THE 
SENIOR ALLSTARS 
GREEN PEPPER 7” 

Probably the German band that 
approaches best the authentic sounds 
of those Jamaican old-timers like 
Prince Buster. If the foretaste to their 
new album is somewhat 
representative, get ready for more 
jazzy, slightly Calypso influenced 
ska/rocksteady (instrumentals) 'cos it 
ain't ska fusion dude. "Dance All 
Night" sounds very familiar, so I 
guess another oldie given the Allstars 
treatment. (J) 

(Grover Records, P.O. Box 3072, 
48016 Munster, Germany / Get A 
Loife distro) 



EIGHT BUCKS 
DON’T TOUCH ME THERE EP 


Hmm, let's say they have their base 
in tight, fuzzy & noisy rock and from 
there add elements of Sonic Youth, 
Killing Joke & grunge with a bizarre 
feel and distorted guitars. I'm not 
sure if these reference points are 
appropriate but it's what came to 
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mind. It's pretty gutless and unique at 
the same time. These guys seem to 
like experimenting with music. Not 
my cup of tea though. (J) 

(Blue Moon Records, 2075 S. 
University Blvd., Suite 264, Denver, 
CO 80210, USA) 

88 FINGERS LOUIE 

THE DOM YEARS CD 

A collection of their singles on Fat 
Wreck. Well-played pop-core with 
vocal harmonies, melodic guitars and 
all that, but with the current overkill of 
this kind of stuff it needs something 
extra to make it stand out from the 
crowd which I rarely detected on here. 
Anyway, I'm sure a lot of kids will go 
nuts about this even though they broke 
up meanwhile. (J) 

(Fat Wreck Chords Europe) 

EISENPIMMEL 

ALTE KACKE CD 

14 tracks culled from various singles 
& compilations. Sludgy alcohol-fueled 
punk that carries on the tradition of 
soul mates like Lokalmatadore or Die 
Kassierer and if you don't know what 
that means, just think of The Macc 
Lads mould. The lyrics are quasi 
untranslatable, don't expect anything 
deep or meaningful. Do the 
"Salmonella Pogo" exposes the lack of 
hygiene in alternative circles. Yeah, 
right... Obnoxious to the bone, the 
hilarious cover "art" work included. (J) 
(Plastic Bomb Records) 

FAITH OF BLIND 
REACH FORA LOST / MY 
RED 7" 

What's this? Slowish lo-fi guitar driv- 
en music that should be filed under 
"emo-core" I guess. Both songs seem 
to go on forever and it gets really 
painful when they unleash that 
distortion. From Japan if you must 
know. (J) 

(H.G. Fact, 401 Hongo-M, 2-36-2 
Yayoi-Cho, Nakano, Tokyo, Japan) 



59 TIMES THE PAIN 


TWENTY PERCENT OF MY 
HAND CD 

Tight hardcore from Sweden that 
sounds straight outta New York City. 
Elaborating the Sick Of It All meets 
early Biohazard sound of their debut 
"More Out Of Today", only adding a 
little more melody throughout. The 
guitars are up front and the vocals in- 
your-face. They're establishing 
themselves • as one of the most 
successful Burning Heart bands and 
this new album will only strengthen 
their position I guess. (J) 


(Burning Heart Records) 

GUITAR GANGSTERS 

SKWEELER! CD 

Fourth album for the Guitar Gangsters 
and fourth different label, this one 
being on their own Rampant. It's still 
well-done retro stuff, not that retro as 
the Rolling Stones cover would 
implicate. No, we're talking about the 
old-school punkyness a la The Boys 
they've been dishing out since 1989 or 
so. They reckon the Sex Pistols meet 
Green Day with Phil Spector looking 
in from time to time. Whatever, all I 
know is it's damn tuneful and requires 
further investigation by our dear 
readers. (J) 

(Rampant Music, P.O. Box 3806 
Southgate, London N14 6NB, England 
/ Get A Loife distro) 

HEADWOUND 

LOOK GOOD...? IT IS!! EP 

Their full CD wasn't quite up to the 
standard of previous releases in my 
opinion and this one thankfully links 
up again with the mighty "Kings Of 
Beer" EP. Their formula's sufficiently 
well known I suppose: hard & loud 
punk, searing guitar, raspy singing 
glorifying the wholesome effect of 
Budweiser. Beware, it might make 
you looking for a beer brawl. (J) 
(Headache Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

THE HOTKNIVES 

HOME CD 

Their first album in 5 years and our 
patience has been amply rewarded. 
They're the pretenders to the throne of 
Madnes in a way 'cos they've got quite 
a lot in common like the very catchy, 
poppy ska melodies that are extremely 
danceable, testifying of excellent 
songwriting. Even the lyrics are above 
average. Includes "Driving Me Mad", 
previously only available on the live 
platter. It's even more poppy than 
earlier material without bothering me 
in the least. Going strong since 1984 
and still pretty much unequalled in 
1997. (J) 

(Grover Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

THE INFORMERS 

SAY IT WITH ANGER EP 

Formed out of the ashes of The 
Brigades who were somewhat of an 
influential band I believe, The 
Informers toss in a similar trademark 
of radical rock with a serious 
punk/hardcore edge, touching 
contemporary socio-political issues in 
a thought-provoking sort of way. The 
heavily accented vocals may turn you 
off and the music's pretty listenable 
though not outstanding. Worth 
supporting for their morals alone. (J) 
(Negative Records, 80 Avenue de St. 
Ouen, 75018 Paris, France) 

INTENSIFIED 

DON’T SLAM THE DOOR! CD 

Subtitled "The First Five Years", it 
collects all of their singles and sampler 
contributions from their first half 
decade. They must be about England's 
most traditional sounding ska band - 
60s rocksteady and some skinhead 
reggae ya know. The harmonious 
vocal arrangements strike me most 


and the horn section is what these boss 
sounds require. A point of criticism 
would be the lack of diversity and a bit 
of a swingin' twist too. All in all a treat 
for authentic ska lovers. (J) 

(Grover Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

JACK MEATBEAT & THE 
UGS 

MISPLACED DEVOTION CD 

What's this? Let's invent a new style, 
necrophiliacore which is basically an 
annoying cross between Killing Joke 
and Jesus & The Mary Chain or 
something along those lines, plus 
distortion effects and demoniac 
screaming. Oh yeah, they come from 
Finland in case you wanna know. 
Hard to believe this is on the same 
label that brought us the wonderful 
Apocalypse Babys. Whatever you 
wanna call it, it sucks. (J) 

(Smokin’ Troll, P.K. Roberts, 48 
Llwyn Beuno, Bontnewydd, 
Caernarvon, LL55 2UH, Wales) 

THE JET BUMPERS 

BLAST OFF LP 

For some reason I knew what this 
record's was gonna sound like even 
before I put it on the turntable. The 
minimalist song titles like "My 
Girlfriend Is A Techno-Bitch", "I Hate 
Myself For Being Me" and "I Want U 
To Be Punk" are one more indication 
of their upbeat 1 -2-3-4 punk 
rock'n'roll, devoid of any boring solos. 
A cross between The Vageenas, The 
Ramones and Angry Samoans. Non- 
threatening, light-hearted and of the 
toe tappin' variety. 

(Radio Blast Recordings) 

JUDGE DREAD 

DREAD, WHITE & BLUE CD 

The last ever release from Dojo and 
what better way to go out than with a 
brand new album by The King Of 
Rudeness himself - his first for 12 
years. It's as time stood still, the same 
Skinhead Reggae he's been bringing to 
the masses for the past 25 or so years, 
complete with the requisite sexist & 
rude remarks. Also noteworthy is the 
presence of Rico supplying brass 
solos. It's somewhat strange he's so 
popular among skins as he looks more 
like an ageing hippy pervert but there 
you go... Love it or leave it. (J) 

(Dojo Ltd. / Get A Loife distro) 

KIDNAP 

S/TEP 

Four previously unreleased tracks by 
France's answer of the mid eighties to 
The Clash. Done in a neat garage style 
and punchy enough to get my feet 
tappin'. Harmonious, hook-filled 1977 
sounding punk rock, ranking among 
the best French bands of this variety. 
Give it a shot. (J) 

(Euthanasie Records, 52 Rue Jules 
Charpentier, 37000 Tours, France / 
Get A Loife distro) 

KLASSE KRIMINALE 

LIVE/VIVO CD 

Italy's Oi! flagship 20 times live, 
recorded in June 1995. The best of 
their own material interjected by 
crowd favourites from The Business, 


The Clash, Sham 69 and perfectly 
capturing the lively interaction with 
the enthusiast kids. Comes in a great 
packaging including cool pictures, a 
complete discography and a run-down 
of all the gigs in their 13-year career. 
Marco & friends have their hearts in 
the right place and a true mouthpiece 
of today's punk/skinhead movement 
which is one more reason to send for 
this immediately. (J) 

(Marco Balestrino, C.P. 426 
(Centrale), 17100 Savona, Italy / Get 
A Loife distro) 

KLAXON 

100 CELLE CITY ROCKERS CD 

Italian veterans who started playing 
out around 1978, inspired by British 
pioneers like The Clash and Stiff Little 
Fingers. After their hard-to-find one 
and only EP "The Kids Today" (I've 
got a copy, any offers?) they went 
their seperate ways around 1984 only 
to resurface over 10 years later. The 
EP doesn't rank among my collection's 
favourites but the come-back album is 
a different matter. While pretty 
derivative of their influences, they 
give it an own twist and carefully 
throw in skunk & cowpoke 
undertones. They sound sincere and 
the language barrier shouldn't be an 
obstacle to fully value it. (J) 

(Gridale Forte Records, Via G. 
Zamboni 27, 00146 Roma, Italy / Get 
A Loife distro) 

KRO-MEN 

PHALUSSY CD 

Most of today's French bands I know 
suffer from a lack of originality and 
the same goes for the Kro-Men to a 
certain extent although I'd class them 
above average. It just needs a little 
extra punch. So 10 tracks of enjoyable 
raw mid-tempo punk/oi! about fucking 
chickens and other pastimes, not that 
far away from Charge 69, only more 
basic. All in all a decent debut. (J) 
(Bleach Records, BP 6151, 14065 
Caen Cedex, France) 

LAUREL AITKEN 

SKINHEAD 7” 

I'm not sure about the purpose of the 
release of these 2 very well-known old 
songs. There's not much I can say. 
"Skinhead" is a real classic, one of the 
5 best skinhead ska tunes with its 
iressistible chorus & compelling 
groove while "Hitchhike" is of an 
equally high skankin' calibre. If 
you've seen the Godfather of Ska live 
in recent years, you'll know he still 
entertains his audience as of old 
despite being 70+ already. (J) 

(Grover Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

LIMECELL 

S/T CD 

No holds barred, crude & rough 
hardcore (and I don't mean the 
moshcore type thing) crossed with 
gross & tough street punk that 
compliments vocals spit out with 
rage & anger. Thick guitars 
throughout the 15 tracks. Standouts 
include the Oi!-ish "Rosie Palm" and 
the 7-Seconds "cover" "Drunk (sic) 
Until I Die". Cool debut CD from 
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this Philadelphia band. (J) 

(Headache Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

LOADED 

TURN YOUR HEAD AND 
COUGH CD 

These Yanks living in Germany 
serve up a tasty & varied cocktail of 
jumpy ska, uptempo reggae & frantic 
punk and the outcome is like 2-Tone 
freshly adapted for the 90s with 
enough surprises to hold your 
attention. Just as you think they're 
going for that ska-core overdrive, 
they tune back into a more laid-back 
groove which is a good thing. Really 
fun to listen to. (J) (Heatwave 
Records ) 

MAD SIN 

GOD SAVE THE SIN CD 

Psychobilly often makes me feel 
nervous and uncomfortable, must be 
down to that inevitable slap bass or 
the German Wrecking Crew who'd 
you better not encounter. This disc 
makes me think of a psycho band 
that tries to cross over to the punk 
crowd as well. Sweaty punked up 
rock'n'roll hardcore incorporating 
bizarre country & ska parts and tense 
solos. All in all worthwile for billies, 

I advise the rest of you to have a 
listen first. (J) 

(Count Orlok Music, P.O. Box 2738, 
3000 CS Rotterdam, Holland) 

MAN’S RUIN 

CIDER WOMAN EP 

All-girl Atlanta based Oi! band. 
Mean screaming and venemous 
guitar bits giving it a belligerent, bad 
attitude bent. Any sexist remarks 
may not be called for, but there's 
bound to come some with lyrics like 
"When I feel down, I want you above 
me, I get down on my knees..." 
America's Oi! answer to The 
Runaways? (J) 

(GMM Records, P.O. Box 15234, 
Atlanta, GA 30333, USA / Get A 
Loife distro) 

MASS MURDERERS 

D.R.I.P. CD 

I usually don't dig this kind of 
heavyweight hardcore but it's packed 
with so much energy I actually kind 
of liked it. Fast as fuck guitar riffage 
that should please fans of The 
Exploited as well as the NYHC die- 
hards. It's really tight & powerful and 
anger, brutality & intensity are 
written throughout this disc that 
fuckin' hurts. (J) 

(Mass Productions) 

M.D.C. 

SMOKE SIGNALS CD 

Reissue of MDC's second album, for 
the first time on CD. This surely 
brings back memories as it was the 
first time I knew about a big show 
over here. It must've been 1983 or 
something and I was only a teenage 
kid punk rocker when MDC was 
supporting Dead Kennedy s. Enough 
nostalgia... While this may not be as 
memorable as their self-titled debut 
which is a monument really, it's still 
intelligent & raging mid-eighties old- 


school hardcore punk which came as 
a breath of fresh air back then. Lyrics 
range from political (those goddamn 
imperialist conspiracies you know) 
with humour (the hilarious "Country 
Squawk" or their objections to nazi 
(skins) driving a car). Old punks 
never die... (J) 

(We Bite Records, Gonninger Str. 3, 
72793 Pfullingen, Germany / Get A 
Loife distro) 

MOTHER’S PRIDE 

TAKE THAT! CD 

On their second full album, Mother's 
Pride go through many 
styles/rhythms and know how to play 
their instruments. Altogether firmly 
rooted in that infectious dance- 
inducing ska/rocksteady vibe. 
Includes an adapted version of Anti- 
Nowhere League's "Woman", 
without the repeated "fuck you's" at 
the end though. They're well on their 
way to fill the vacant position of the 
sadly defunct Blechreiz as Berlin's 
premier ska band. (J) 

(Impact Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

MR. BUBBLE B. AND THE 
COCONUTS 
BUM CD 

They play a familiar 90s hardcore 
style crossed with ska interludes. If 
they'd live in sunny California and 
change their silly name, I bet Fat 
Wreck would love to sign up these 
pop-punkers as they've got all the 
necessary tempo breaks & hooks. 
Thousands of kids seem into the 
NOFX school of punk and without 
equalling them or anything, this will 
serve their needs pretty well too. (J) 
(Wolverine Records, Benrather 
Schlossufer 63, 40593 Diisseldorf, 
Germany / Get A Loife distro) 



Yet another bunch of Operation Ivy 
clones you may think. Well, that's 
probably true to a certain extent but 
then again it's done in such an 
unpretentious way, they pull it off 
with enough flair. Their bio describes 
them pretty accurate: "MU 330 has 
managed to bastardize all that was 
decent and pure about ska by tainting 
it with rock, punk, noise, pop hooks 
and hard pounding double bass 
drums rhythms". The Urge seem to 
be a major influence, so tight, manic 
& fast-paced ska-punk-core that will 
make you doing crazy things. (J) 

(Dill Rec., P.O. Box 35585, Monte 
Sereno, CA 95030-5585, USA) 


NABAT 

NATI PER NIENTE CD 

'Ten years after breaking up, Italian 
Oi! legends Nabat got back together 
for a couple of gigs and recorded a 
new studio album along the way. Part 
of it could be considered as a contin- 
uation of the anthemic singalong Oi! 
on the seminal "Un Altro Giomo Di 
Gloria" LP. The rest however sees 
them move towards wild punk rock 
with a retro touch. Their label 
explains this as "a great evolution on 
the technical level". Whatever... A 
worthy follow-up to the afore- 
mentioned 1985 album for sure. (J) 
(Banda Bonnot, Via Nomentana 113, 
00161 Roma, Italy / Get A Loife) 

NEW BOMB TURKS 

SCARED STRAIGHT CD 

It came a bit as a surprise seeing 
New Bomb Turks on Epitaph as it 
ain’t exactly clean-cut happy hard- 
core although this is probably their 
most melodic material so far with the 
arrival of sax & synth which are not 
that annoying. Still steamy garage 
rock'n'roll. In a way the bastard sons 
of The Devil Dogs, only sped-up and 
scoring higher on the adrenaline 
meter, except for the final track 
"Wrest Your Hands" which made me 
think they're after a support slot for 
Rolling Stones. A premature hint of 
the next album? (J) 

(Epitaph address elsewhere / Get A 
Loife distro) 

N.F.P. 

DIE CHARMANTEN EP 

Six cuts of sheer brutality, heavy on 
the guitars and vocals that start to 
grate on your nerves after about 10 
seconds. Buzzy hardcore incorporat- 
ing Oi! singalongs, for lack of a 
better description. I'd like to say 
something nice about it, but it's just 
too generic for my taste. (J) 

(Halb 7 Records address elsewhere) 

NOTDURFT 

JUNGE LIEBE IN GEFAHR CD 

Their year of formation goes back as 
far as 1979, supported the likes of 
Slime, Angelic Upstarts, The Adicts 
& Test Tube Babies and released a 
self-titled LP before parting ways in 
1985. Now they're back (due to 
popular demand???) & are aiming 
higher than just belting out the old 
numbers. Can't tell you anything 
about past efforts, here it's mid- 
tempo harmonious punk spew 
slowing down to a more straight- 
ahead rock, even reggae-ish beat 
in places. A familiar formula, an 
updated twist. (J) 

(Impact Records address elsewhere) 

ONE WAY SYSTEM 

RETURN IN BREIZH 10”LP 

1 1 tracks recorded live in Rennes, 
France last October at a festival that 
The Exploited were supposed to 
headline but were replaced by OWS 
at the last minute. Comes in a well- 
done packaging including lots of 
pictures and stuff. Good sound 
quality. The familiar OWS stormers 
like "Stab The Judge", "Give Us A 


Future" plus a new one (I think) 
"Believe Yourself'. A worthwile 
addition to your collection if you're a 
fan. (J) 

(Mass Productions / Get A Loife) 

THE PADDED CELL 
LOVE PUNK STYLE EP 

Follow-up to the "I Don't Need No 
Arms" EP and still snot-nosed Los 
Angeles punk rock with a hint of Oi!. 

A whole new batch of groups hark- 
ing back to the old-school attitude 
came to the surface like Spent Idols, 
US Bombs, The Stitches - the list is 
endless really - and Johnny Rebel & 
his mates are another prime exponent 
of that positive trend. Should be a 
cool bands to see live at a sweaty 
basement party. (J) 

(Radio Blast Recordings) 

PETER & T.T.B. / 
SPLODGENESSABOUND 
S 

LIVE & LOUD CD 

Two original Link vinyl albums 
offering good quality live sets. The 
Test Tubes blast their way through 
14 of their early 80s classics like 
"Spirit Of Keith Moon" and "Moped 
Lads", recorded in Germany. 
Splodge share a similar goofy sense 
of humour, not in the least due to 
their nutty frontman. Maybe their 
best release ever but I seriously 
doubt the authenticity of these re- 
cordings. It rather comes across as 
some set-up party where they invited 
a bunch of mates to make some 
noise. Still good fun though. (J) 

(Step-1 Music / Get A Loife distro) 

THE PIETASTERS 

STRAPPED LIVE! CD 

Recorded over two nights at the 
Black Cat Club (DC), it captures The 
Pietasters at their best, live 'n' 
skankin'. Contains tracks from both 
of their albums, singles and 
previously unreleased covers of The 
Pogues ("Fiesta") & a hilarious 
version of "Drinking & Driving". 
Might be soul-ish in the studio, here 
it even borders on ska-punk at times. 
Live albums are a bit dodgy 
sometimes, but this one has excellent 
sound quality and a bunch of lads 
who obviously have fun on stage, 
therefore a keeper. (J) 

(Moon Ska NYC, P.O. Box 1412, 
Cooper Station, NYC, NY 10276, 
USA / Get A Loife distro) 

P.M.T./RED FLAG 77 

DEMOLITION DERBY 
SPLIT EP 

P.M.T. are an Ipswich based all-girl 
punk band harking back to the sound 
of the early 80s and favourible 
comparisons to The Violators with 
lyrics about posers & fascism. Red 
Flag 77 must have been listening to 
the Swingin' Utters more than once - 
bouncy & riffy punk rock. More of 
an old school influence than a 
modem pop-punk sound though. 
Two new British bands worth check- 
ing out. (J) 

(Rikki, 3 Peppercorn Way, Ipswich, 
Suffolk, IP2 8RT, England) 
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RAGGITYANNE 

RASCAL SOUP CD 

Fun stuff by this British 3 -piece that 
seems to be in these days although it's 
been done before by the likes of The 
Boys and others 20 years ago, only 
adding the speedy & lighthearted 
catchyness of more modem influences 
like e.g. Identity. May be somewhat 
rehashed but they're great at it and I 
bet they're top entertainment live too. 

(J) 

(Smokin' Troll / Get A Loife distro) 



RAISED FIST 


STRONGER THAN EVER CD 

Very aggressive in-your-face hardcore 
from Sweden. They've got no time for 
any frills, just going straight-forward 
all the way. I wouldn't say it seperates 
itself all that much from the large 
amount of similar releases today, but 
still a treat for fans of metally HC 
played the old fashioned way, akin to 
Youth Of Today, Gorilla Biscuits, etc. 

(J) 

(Burning Heart Records, Box 441, 
70148 Orebro, Sweden) 

REDAUNTS 

SALTBOX CD 

Loud screamy gal rock'n'roll with a 
punk and even slight grunge touch for 
anyone who likes Boss Hog or L7. It 
could even be classified as an updated 
post-Runaways. The singer is 
sometimes carrying on as if cartoon 
star Beavis is hyperventilating or 
something which is a definite minus 
point. No wonder they're touring 
together with New Bomb Turks as 
they should appeal to the same type of 
audience. (J) 

(Epitaph, P.O. Box 10574, 1001 EN 
Amsterdam, Holland / Get A Loife) 

SANITY ASSASSINS 

RESISTANCE IS USELESS? CD 
Non-stop tight hardcore punk, a little 
of thrash mania & snarling/hoarse 
vocals (by the former Blitzkrieg 
frontman) aren't exactly the most 
original formula, but they're doing it 
without copying from anyone else and 
there's enough punch to be somewhat 
noteworthy. Raw destructive shit not 
for the faint hearted. (J) 

(Retch Rec., 49 Rose Crescent, 
Woodvale, Southport, Merseyside, 
PR8 3RZ, England / Get A Loife) 

SCREECHING WEASEL 

BARK LIKE A DOG CD 

Nearly 3 years after they broke up and 
evolving into The Riverdales (where 
are they now?), Screeching Weasel are 
back in action with 12 new tracks. 


They wanted to prove that they could 
still keep pace with today's hurly-burly 
world of punk rock. What changed? 
Not much, except for the switch from 
Lookout to Fat Wreck. Other than that, 
you get treated to yet another dose of 
snotty, cheesy, almost sugar sweet 
tunes about girls, girls, girls that are oh 
so easy on the ears. So what if I'm all 
for their brand of Ramones-core. Oh 
yeah, did I mention songs about girls? 

(J) 

(Fat Wreck Chords / Get A Loife). 

SCREW 32 

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF 
BAD PEOPLE CD 

Mix the energetic hardcore of Good 
Riddance, the well-harmonized speedy 
ditties of Youth Brigade, the sheer 
rawness of D.O.A. and you got these 
guys. Generally quick and to the point. 
Old school, new school, a bit of 
youthful enthusiasm, a bit of drive, all 
rolled into a pretty fresh albeit not 
mind blowing release. (J) 

(Fat Wreck Chords / Get A Loife) 

THE SELECTER 

SELECTERIZED CD 

A 'Best Of compilation highlighting 
all of the best moments of The 
Selecter's career from 1991 onwards. 
There's however 2-Tone era tracks like 
"On My Radio", "Missing Words", 
"Too Much Pressure" included but in 
re-recorded/remixed versions of recent 
years. These oldies are still by far the 
best material they wrote although 
newer ones like "Hairspray" sound 
pretty fresh too. Not mandatory but at 
the same time totally harmless. (J) 
(Dojo Ltd., P.O. Box 281, Canterbury, 
Kent, CT1 2BB, England / Get A 
Loife distro) 

17 YEARS 

S/TCD 

This lot took their name from the old 
Partisans song which I'm sure you all 
know and cite The Undertones, The 
Lurkers and SLF as major influences. 
Can't say this is very derivative of 
their influences, it's more kinda like 
mean rock'n’roll, hook-filled punk 
rock and catchy hardcore blended 
together. Automatic 7 would be a 
good reference point. Alternate 
male/female vocals that only add up to 
these high-energy blasts. The sound 4 s 
perfect, the band‘s perfect & reduces 
the omnipresent clean-cut crews to 
snivelling school boys. (J) 

(GMM Records / Get A Loife distro) 

SID VICIOUS 

SID DEAD LIVE CD 

Sid Vicious' last performances re- 
corded in ‘78 at the Max's Kansas City 
venue in NYC, backed by Mick Jones 
from The Clash and 2 members of the 
New York Dolls. The usual cover 
versions of The Stooges, Johnny 
Thunders, Eddie Cochran, The Who, 
etc. in passable sound quality. Sid was 
probably stoned as fuck but it captures 
the spirit of that time quite well and it 
was never meant to sound pretty & 
nice. (J) 

(Anagram Records, Bishops Park 
House, 25-29 Fulham High Street, 


London, SW6 3JH, England / Get A 
Loife distro) 

THE SKADOWS 

SKA’D FOR LIFE CD 

The Ska-Dows started around the 2- 
Tone explosion in early 1979 but were 
overshadowed by the big names of the 
time like The Specials and Madness. 
What we have here is their one and 
only LP from 1982 plus 7 bonus tracks 
off various singles. Happy-go-lucky 
upbeat 2-Tone era ska that's meant to 
forget all your troubles, especially the 
title track steals the show. It has 
already been reissued by Skank in 
1989 after which the band got back 
together and played all major UK Ska 
festivals but sadly no further releases 
have seen the light of day. Comes in a 
beautiful package as usual. (J) 

(Captain Mod / Get A Loife distro) 

SKAOS 

HAM & EGGS CD 

Sixteen new cuts by the reformed 
Skaos that are certainly at par with 
their past efforts. Still pretty up-tempo 
and still the same unmistakable vocals. 
They're kinda taking the punky 
overtones of 2-Tone one step further 
by the sometimes hard edge though 
they're slowing things down on a 
couple of occasions, just like they've 
always done really. Includes a new 
version of "Ska Skank Down Party". 
The press release says the new stuff is 
a step into a new era of ska music 
beyond the worn out traditional vs. 2- 
Tone frontlines which is fine by me as 
well. (J) 

(Pork Pie, Forster Str. 4/5, 10999 
Berlin, Germany) 



SKAVENJAH 

ALL DRESSED UP CD 

After appearing on the "Gangsters Of 
Ska" comp, "All Dressed Up" marks 
the debut CD of this Canadian 9 piece. 
It will not come as a surprise they take 
2 -Tone as a model and are expanding 
on that, still aware of the 60s roots of 
Shanty Town and the reggae elements. 
A good portion of soulful, compelling 
off-beat grooves and smooth vocals. 
Thumbs up on the truly D.I.Y. effort 
as the whole package was designed & 
built by the band themselves without 
any outside assistance whatsoever. (J) 
(Skavenjah, 3413 Mason Avenue, 
Regina, Saskatchenan, S4S OZ5, 
Canada) 

SMALL BUT ANGRY 

LINK OUT CD 

Tony Adolescent apparently 


collaborated with these German guys 
on some occasion though that doesn't 
say anything about their musical 
output. Headstrong thrash-pop-core, 
metallic guitar riffs, distinguishable 
vocals and despite a reasonable 
amount of changes, overall a pretty 
outlined structure/songwriting. They 
deserve credit for not following the 
popular trend of the month but you 
may not be in a hurry to hear it again 
for a while after a few consecutive 
spins. (J) 

(Impact Records address elsewhere) 

SONIC DOLLS 

BOYS’ NIGHT OUT CD 

Germany's answer to Screeching 
Weasel incorporating some slight surf 
punk undertones. Speedy, catchy, 
easy-going tunes with big guitars, 
hooks that grab and the requisite back- 
up vocals in the right places that should 
have you singing along in no time. 
Topped off with those adolescent "boy 
meets girl" or "leave me alone" type 
lyrics of course. They're really good at 
it and I'm sure they're currently 
negotiating a record deal with Lookout 
Rec. (J) 

(Radio Blast Recordings) 

THE STAND GT 

TURN ON THE CARTOONS 7" 

More good, lively albeit pretty 
inconspicious pop punk groans from 
Canada along the lines of early 
Jawbreaker, Mr. T Experience and The 
Sect. It would have profited with a little 
more bite but then again certainly at par 
with the multitude of similar sounding 
bands. Nice 4-colour cartoon cover art. 
Decent. (J) 

(Radio Blast Recordings, c/o Tom van 
Laak, Buchenstr. 18 B, 40599 
Diisseldorf, Germany) 

STEWED 

AHEAD OF CONFUSION LP 

The sinister cover already made me 
suspect I was not going to like this and 
when I put on the actual platter, it only 
confirmed my worst of fears. Semi- 
acoustic lifeless sewer blues rock and 
the odd surf touch, highly annoying 
solos that meander without any real 
direction or impact. This is why I 
became a punk rocker in the first place. 
Get it if you have trouble sleeping. (J) 
(Mark Le Gallez, Levanto, 6 Le Petit 
Clos, Rue Des Marais, Vale, Gumsey, 
GY6 8AZ, Channel Islands, England) 

THE SUICIDE MACHINES 
/HUMBLE GODS 
SPLIT EP 

Two songs each, lifted from their 
respective full-lengths on Hollywood 
Records. Ex-members of Descendents, 
Pennywise and Doggy Style joined 
forces, formed Humble Gods in 1994 
and burst out speedy 80s hardcore 
mixing together Circle Jerks and Life 
Sentence. The Suicide Machines, 
formerly Jack Kevorkian and...., are yet 
another outfit delivering their Operation 
Ivy style assault, tuneful punk with 
power ska breakdowns. (J) 

(Upstart Promotions, 1709 North Fuller 
Ave., Ste. 24, Hollywood, CA 90078, 
USA) 
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SUPER YOB 

AGGROPHOBIA CD 

Lesson one: what's a Super Yob? 
Well, drinking a barrel a day and 
wearing cherry DM's with 10 holes 
seem to be necessary requisites. 
Lesson two: who's Super Yob? 
Basically Frankie 'Boy' Flame back- 
ed by some pals. Yeah, the bloke 
who predicted 1994/95 was going to 
be the time when street rock music 
finally became heard and accepted on 
a worldwide scale. That might've 
been aiming too high but his new 
band is bound to give the kids a few 
great moments. It's in a more 
rock/punk vein than his solo projects 
but the unmistakable vocals (and 
piano) haven't vanished of course. 
Pretty biting lyrics too. Welcome 
back, Oi! the pianist. (J) 

(Hammer Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

SWINGIN’ UTTERS 
A JUVENILE PRODUCT OF 
THE WORKING CLASS CD 

The guy who wrote the press release 
reckons they're something like the 
Sham 69 of the 90s. Well, although I 
can see where that's coming from, I'd 
go more for Stiff Little Fingers meets 
The Pogues meets Naked Ray gun, 
especially the vocals are often very 
similar to Shane MacGowan's drunk- 
en rumblings. It really grew on me 
after repeated listenings and actually 
turns out to be a hell of a follow-up 
on "Streets Of San Francisco". As 
long as bands like Swingin' Utters 
come up with something like this, 
old-fashioned U.S. punk rock ain't 
dead. (J) 

(Fat Wreck Chords / Get A Loife) 

TOO MANY CROOKS 

PLAGUE CD EP 

Follow-up to the self-financed 
"Bounce" album and here's another 
description that'll make you frown. 
At times they remind me of Winston 
& The Churchills (Oi! Records' last 
ever release, remember?) and Mark 
Foggo jamming together and adding 
some Russian polka bits. The next 
moment it's full-on bouncy Madness 
style ska. In either case the outcome 
is always a tastefully done & 
danceable beat that leaves me 
wanting more. (J) 

(T-Leaf Records, P.O. Box 173, 
Bromley, BR2 6UT, England) 

DAS 

UNTERGANGSKOMMAN 

DO 

TATORTALDI CD 

This smells like Terrorgruppe/early 
Toten Hosen, right down to the 
accessible vocals and they do it well. 
Very rockin' and like the 
aforementioned bands, especially the 
latter, bordering on schlager 
Deutschpunk. Fairly traditional 
material, nothing wrong with that. 
It's got the production it needs, clear 
& definitely not lo-fi. In danger of 
becoming a favourite of the kiddie 
punk crowd. (J) 

(Impact Records, Am Markt 1/Sout. 
rechts, 47229 Duisburg, Germany / 


Get A Loife distro) 

UPROAR 

AND THE LORD SAID CD 

24 track collection containing all of 
Uproar's releases for the Blackpool 
based Beat The System including 
their one and only LP from 1983 plus 
both "Die For Me" and "Rebel 
Youth" EPs. While it's solid raw 
Britpunk similar to The Fits, it tends 
to slip back into that stereotypical 
sound of the early 80s, lacking 
originality & variety. Let's say bands 
like Abrasive Wheels and Infa-Riot 
were leading the premier division 
back then, Uproar would be 
struggling to go up into the first 
division. (J) 

(Step-1 / Get A Loife distro) 

THEVARUKERS 

LIVE IN HOLLAND CD 

This came out in 1984 with an initial 
pressing of just 1 000 copies and now 
reissued on CD. Includes live faves 
like "All Systems Fail", "Soldier 
Boy", "Don't Wanna Be A Victim", 
etc. You can look at it from 2 angles. 
Either what’s the point in digging this 
up considering the mediocre sound 
quality or you feel the sheer rawness 
is what The Varukers are all about. 
You decide! As stated, if you're into 
chaotic thrash, then you'll love this 
CD. (J) 

(Step-1 Music / Get A Loife distro) 

WABBIT SEASON 

WABBIT TWAX CS 

This is a little old but still on sale so 
worth a mention. I tend to classify 
them as punk-influenced rock rather 
than plain punk, mixing together 
Penetration (anyone remembers?) 
and Mere Dead Men, so I guess 
they've a bit of a British touch. It's 
the kind of thing that will never sell 
over a 1000 copies but that doesn't 
mean it should be overlooked. Quite 
on the contrary really... (J) 

(Wabbit Records, P.O. Box 3735, 
Wallington, NJ 07057, USA) 



THE WRETCHED ONES 

GO TO WORK CD 

12 more hard-as-nails, beer-soaked 
punk blasts and no signs of fatigue 
for the New Jersey showpiece. The 
chainsaw guitars combined with in- 
your-face vocals will weed out you 
puny softies. Never lets up from start 
to finish and they pack more power 
in 26 minutes than others in a whole 
fucking career. This rocks! (J) 
(Headache Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

ZONA A 


V ZIVOTNE J FORME CD 

They've been picked up by Monitor 
which is an offshoot of EMI for their 
third full-length. Anyway, these 
Slovakian punk rockers have been 
strutting their stuff since 1985 and 
still crank out snappy 3 -chord stuff. 

It makes me wanna singalong, but I 
settle for some head-bouncing and 
feet-tapping as my Slovakian's a bit 
rusty. They're true to their punk roots 
for sure (in the 

Lokalmatadore/Aurora/Toten Hosen 
vein), no other directions here. Buy 
this and be converted you rotter. (J) 
(Peter Schredl, Gallayova 23, 84102 
Bratislava, Slovakia / Get A Loife 
distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
THE BEAT GENERATION 
AND THE ANGRY YOUNG 
MEN CD 

Reissue of the first LP from 1 984 on 
the Well Suspect label which sold 
around 3000 copies at the time. This 
collection of 15 demos & unreleased 
singles highlights the mod revival of 
the early 80s. Names like Merton 
Parkas and Small Hours managed to 
escape anonymity, not in the least 
thanks to their appearance on the 
Mods Mayday '79 sampler (reissued 
by Dojo some time ago) while others 
like Directions or Lang Tall Shorty 
(Jimmy Pursey's proteges) remained 
pretty much underground. All decent 
standard fare mod, i.e. rock 'n' roll 
and power pop blended with catchy 
'77 punk. (J) 

(Captain Oi! / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

CLUB SKA ’96 CD 

Follow-up to the Shack comp, based 
on the Club Ska LPs of the late 60s 
bringing together ska/reggae acts 
from all over the world. Pretty 
diverse in character, all the different 
aspects of ska music are represented 
whether it's Jamaican stylings of 
modem beats. Especially a treat for 
mdies into the smooth, softer side of 
things though. Includes The 
Skatalites, Rico Rodriguez, Ngobo 
Ngobo, Intensified, Toasters, Bim 
Skala Bim, Maroon Town, Desorden 
Publico and many more. (J) 

(Jam Down Records, P.O. Box 5597, 
Newbury, Berks, RG14 5FU, 
England / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

DRUNK & DISORDERLY LP 

The subtitle "16 down yer neck lager 
top lullabies" speaks for itself really, 
a collection of punk/oi! bands who 
felt the need to pen some beer-fueled 
poetry at one point of their career. 
There's the obvious like "Drinking & 
Driving" or "Two Pints Of Lager" 
and the less obvious like "Drunk 
Addict" by The Blood or "Who 
Drank All My Beer" by The System 
though none of 'em are previously 
unreleased. Straight edge hardcore at 
its best! (J) 

(Step-1 Music / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

15 BULLETS -THE 


WOLVERINE 
COMPILATION CD 

Label sampler available for just a 
couple of bucks. It's when you listen 
to this collection that you realise 
they've managed to put out quite a 
few quality releases of bands like 
Square The Circle (ex-Noise 
Annoys), Axel Sweat, Psychotic 
Youth, Sloppy Seconds, The 
Bullocks, etc. If you're into tuneful 
punk rock, there should be nothing 
stopping you from delving into a few 
of them. (J) 

(Woverine Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
GRUBE VON DER 
OSTFRONT LP 

20 track punk/oi! compilation 
showcasing the East German scene: 
Tetra Vinyl, Roials, Trinkerkohorte, 
Tornados (ska), Loikaemie, 
Troopers, Falsche Fogel,, Redpoint 
D.C., etc. They mostly share a 
predilection for raw abrasive punk 
without any frills that should appeal 
to fans of Blanc Estoc and similar 
sounding bands. Although the quality 
lacks in places, overall a pretty good 
comp that's sure to spend a stretch of 
time on my record player. (J) 

(Halb 7 Records address elsewhere) 



VARIOUS ARTISTS 

HEROES AND VILLAINS LP 

Another instalment in Step-l's 
"theme" series started by the 
"Trouble On The Terraces" LP. It 
contains tracks you may have else- 
where, some of the most famous 
early UK bands The Exploited, Last 
Resort, The Gonads & The Bootboys 
praise/slag off shady figures like 
Garry Bushell, Johnny Barden, Sid 
Vicious & Maggie Thatcher... 
Sixteen songs of saints and sinners, 
pressed on purply vinyl. (J) 

(Step-1 Music, P.O. Box 21, 
Tenterden, Kent, TN 30 7ZZ, 
England / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

I’VE GOT MY FRIENDS CD 

What a great compilation! It provides 
any sussed punk rocker or skinhead 
with a current crop of Boston & San 
Francisco punk rock bands, all 
previously unreleased recordings: 
Swingin' Utters, Dropkick Purphys, 
The Lowdowns, The Outlets, 
Hellbillys, Bastard Squad, Demonics, 
The Showcase Showdown, The 
Reducers, The Freeze, The 
Mutilators, The Unseen, The 
Randumbs, All Systems Stop, The 
Ducky Boys and Workin' Stiffs. 
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There really isn't a bad song in the 
lot, even the psychobilly tune kicks 
ass. This fuckin' rules, definitely the 
pick of the new releases reviewed 
this issue. Cool booklet, too. Check 
this out by all means! (J) 

(Flat Records / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
NO FATE VOLUME 2 D-CD 

Double CD + thick booklet that covers 
a pretty wide range of styles: punk, 
hardcore, grind and noise. It would be 
pretty unfair/impossible to pick out any 
of the 56 bands on here because of the 
concept of this disc. It should be suffice 
to say that different comers of the 
world are represented like Japan, 
Australia, Brazil, Finland, America,.... 
The idea behind it is to unite the 
hardcore scenes. A tremendous effort 
worth supporting. (J) 

(H.G. Fact address elsewhere) 



VARIOUS ARTISTS 
P.E.A.C.E./WAR D-CD 

CD-reissue of this classic mid-80s 
compilation (at mid-price) which was 
dedicated to everyone speaking out 
against nuclear power & weapons. 
Indeed a "who is who" of the 
international old-school punk/hardcore 
scene. Suffice to say there's 55 
bands/songs: Cause For Alarm, Dicks, 
BGK, Crass, False Prophets, Vicious 
Circle, Negazione, DRI, Peggio Punx, 
Conflict, DOA, Pandemonium, Dead 
Kennedys, Subhumans, Butthole 
Surfers, etc. etc. Full-on hardcore is 
rather predominant, but pretty diverse 
and even experimental here and there. 

(J) 

(We Bite Rec. / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
PUNK PATROL LP 

An 18 track comp that boasts a pretty 
cool line-up of bands who've had 
product of one sort or another out 
before like English Dogs (who are 
rather lame on here), Contempt and 
Capo Regime. Voice Of Reason are on 
the smart anarcho/political side of 
things, The Unseen dish out mean U.S. 
Oi!/streetpunk and Truth Decay finally 
mix equal parts of Oi Polloi, The 
Varukers and G.B.H. A decent 
investment to check out some really 
new British punk music, makes a nice 
change from the umpteenth reissue. (J) 
(Step-1 Music / Get A Loife distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
PUNK ROCK THE NEXT 
GENERAATION VOL. 2 CD 

The majority of the bands fit into the 
driving melodic mould and no real 


flaws with the odd exception. I doubt 
it's a guaranteed big seller due to the 
absence of any "big" names, the 
purpose is more to showcase what 
Germany has to offer in regards to 
rising punk rock talent. You can send 
in your pick of the 10 represented on 
here and the winner gets signed up for 
a complete CD. It ain't obvious to 
predict the result but I would bet my 
money on Die Experten with the 
runners up being Hall Kaeften and 
Sexy Bacterias. (J) 

(Impact Records address elsewhere) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
RUDE VIBES CD 

First release of this new label run by 
Kevin of Rude zine and a pretty diverse 
affair, everything from traditional 
through ska-punk. Several tracks 
sounded familiar, so I guess they're not 
exclusive to this fine collection. 
Highlights include the contributions 
from The Bakesys, The Porkers, MU 
330, The Peacocks and Ngobo Ngobo. 
The artwork's nice, too. (J) 

(£10 ppd. from Kevin Flowerdew, 26 a 
Craven Road, Newbury, Berkshire, RG 
14 5 NE, England) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
SKA TRAX - THE NEXT 
GENERATION PART 3 CD 

16 tracks by 8 new ska bands and an 
international affair it turns out to be: 
Seven X (ex-Ngobo Ngobo), Rude 
Salska (France), Ska Machine (UK), 
Skastadt (Germany), Skankan 
(Poland), The Ruffians (Germany), 
Ska'd For Life (UK) and The Vengers 
(USA). Sure they possess their own 
characteristics but it's safe to say 2- 
Tone influenced/Third Wave ska is 
what bonds them together. It even 
reminds me of the classic "Skankin' 
Around The World" comps on Unicom 
from years ago, it oozes that same feel. 
The purpose must be exposing these 
bands to a wider audience and it 
accomplishes that generous mission. (J) 
(Heatwave, c/o Christian Fritzsch, 
Heidelbergstr. 46, 69221 Dossenheim, 
Germany) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
OF THIS SAVAGE LAND CD 

Although the music on this comp is as 
diverse as punk, Oi! & hardcore, the 
common thing is their 
brutal/aggressive/pissed off edge. 
Would make a good soundtrack for 
some scumpunk documentary. Seven 
bands on here, Cocknoose, The Tunnel 
Rats, Toughskins (doing "The Real 
Enemy" for the zillionth time), 
Hellstomper ("whiskey drenched 
redneck punk rock"), Anti-Seen (the 
masters of scumpunk since 1983), 
Murder Junkies (GG Allin's former 
backing band) and Rancid Vat. Cool 
booklet, too. (J) 

(Hardline Records, P.O. Box 21102, 
Tampa, FL 33622, USA / Get A Loife 
distro) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
VENEZUELA SKA CD 

Similar in concept to Moon's Latin Ska 
sampler, only limited to this one South 


American country. Didn't have a clue 
about a ska scene over there in the first 
place and most bands will be totally 
new to you as well except for Desorden 
Publico maybe. Runs the full gamut of 
punky 2-Tone, more traditional jazzy 
beats, ska fusion and raggamuffin that's 
interfused with an inevitable 
salsa/folkloristic/festive flavour. Is this 
an alliteration or what? (J) 

(Plastic Disc address elsewhere) 



VARIOUS ARTISTS 

VISIONARY VINYL REISSUES 

Five early 80s UK punk/oi! singles re- 
released in their original sleeve but 
with the Visionary Vinyl logo. First up 
is CHAOS UK "Loud Political & 
Uncompromising", the second single 
by Bristol's hardcore punk heroes first 
issued by Riot City in 1982. These 
cider punks have come a long way but 
the title still sums them up pretty well. 
Secondly we have "Streets Of London" 
by ANTI-NOWHERE LEAGUE, 
backed with the immortal "So What". It 
was their debut 45 (1981) on WXYZ 
which reached the UK Top 40 and 
meant the start of a careeer with many 
ups & downs. Biker punks, go for it. 
Then the 4-SKINS' "One Law For 
Them", one of their greatest songs 
recorded by the best 4-Skins line-up 
featuring Gary Hodges on vocals. 
Contains the more obscure "Brave 
New World" on the flip. The 
"Warriors/Youth" EP by BLITZ was 
also included on their debut album 
"Voice Of A Generation", 2 fine exam- 
ples of pure early 80s skinpunk. Finally 
THE BUSINESS started their anti- 
disco campaign with the "Harry May" 
single on Secret. One of the finest 
singalong anthems of the time and still 
a live favourite today. All 5 singles are 
classics on their own, prove to stand 
the test of time if you ask me and I 
suppose it depends on your age if you 
wanna fork out some cash for these 
reissues. (J) 

(Visionay Vinyl / Get A Loife dsitro) 


VIDEOS 


THE DRONES 
BLACKPOOL WINTER 
GARDENS 11TH AUGUST 
1996 VIDEO 

Last August a 3 -day festival was 
staged in Blackpool, England 


celebrating 20 years of punk and a 
whole slew of videos from the event 
is brought to you by the fine people at 
Bam End. From a personal point of 
view (yep, I was there), The Drones 
were the winners of those three days. 
They sounded fresh all around and 
clearly enjoyed having a go at it again 
after all those years unlike numerous 
other bands who reformed for the 
occasion like Radio Stars, Eater, 
Suburban Studs, etc. who were 
lame/outdated as fuck. The Drones 
even played twice and this video 
captures them on the second stage, 
filmed by 2 cameras. 42 exciting 
minutes incl. "oldies but goldies" 
such as "Lookalikes", "The Change", 
"Bone Idol", "Be My Baby" and 
"Corgi Crap". Although you really 
ought to check 'em out on stage 
yourself one day, it's highly 
recommended to give you an idea of 
their infectious brand of high-energy 
77 punk rock. Bloody marvellous! (J) 
(Bam End Video / Get A Loife) 

THE LURKERS 
BOLLURKS! VIDEO 

Bollurks was the name of The 
Lurkers fan club back in their glory 
days of the late 70s if I remember 
well. There's bits taken from an old 
film about early punk rock in London 
including a cult interview with sing- 
er/bassist Arturo Bassick and his 
folks plus the band live in 1977, their 
appearance on some British TV 
programme doing "Go Ahead Punk 
Make My Day", Arturo's "acting 
debut" in that Shampoo clip which 
reached the Top 10 in the UK charts. 
And the live action as well of course, 
a good balance of old & new songs 
for the most part recorded in 
Germany and a few shots from their 
gig at the "Punk & Disorderly In 
1995" festival in Belgium, all 
presented by Arturo himself out of 
his bathtub - 85 minutes in total. This 
is surely the ultimate live collection 
from one of the greatest original 1977 
punk rock bands who are still out 
there strutting their stuff in 1997. (J) 
(Bam End Video / Get A Loife) 

SUGAR SNATCH 
LIVE IN LONDON VIDEO 

Sugar Snatch are a relatively new 3 
piece from London, formed by the 
current guitarist for The Lurkers and 
some bloke from The Vibrators as 
well I believe. Musically it boils 
somewhere between guitar based 
rock and punk. Don't let the title fool 
you, it has been filmed at some guy's 
backyard, interspersed with 
rumblings from the band members 
and inviting a few weirdos on stage. 
Both the film & sound quality are 
excellent but a full video is maybe a 
bit early for a band who are only just 
starting up and I guess they don't 
have that much of a fan base yet, 
except for their Belgian manager 
maybe.... (J) 

(Bam End Video, Bam End, 
Slaggyford, Carlisle, CA6 7NH, 
England) 
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the label with 
loads of outstanding 
streetpunk bands from all 
over this fuckin 1 crazy world 



Antisocial [GB], Braindance (GB), Bullshit (S), Casualities 
(USA], Discocks (J), Distortion (GB], Fuck Ups (N], 
Funeral Dress (B), Glory Stampers (C), Klasse Kriminale 
(I), Loikaemie (D), Magnificent (NL), Nabat (l] 

Oi-melz (D], One Way System (GB], 

Oxymoron (D), Red Alert (GB], Red 
London (GB], Short ‘n’ Curlies (GB], Stage 
Bottles (D), Templars (USA), The Rebels 
(GB], Vanilla Muffins (CH] and many more 


r 

wholesalel 

inquiries 

^^eicorn^ 




If you’re into oi, 
punk, ska or psy- 
chobilly, we’ve got 
everything you 
want. Send us two 
IRCs and you will 
get our huge cata- 
logue with all you 
need to survive the 
next ten years. 


1 Now we have started three more fuckin’ cool labels 

1 with music your mom and dad will deeply hate 

%tack Out ftecotbi 


icaubd ftecotbi 


UetUaUe *• ftembi 

the label for ska 
bands ready to get 
in touch with the 

20 th century. 

Starting with the 
one and only 
Mistakes (GB) and 
The Butlers (D). 

the label for kickin’ 
bands who will rock 
this planet to 
death: The Crack 
(GB), Demented Are 
Go (GB) and last 
but not least Pobel 
& Gesocks (D). 

the hard wreckin’ 
label for stompin’- 
bands like The 
Meteors (GB). New 
album »Bastard 

Sons Of A 

Rock'N’Roll Devil« is 
out now. 


Knock Out Records • Postfach 10 07 16 • D-46527 Dinslaken 
phone: +49 / 20 64 / 911 68 • fax: +49 / 20 64 / 908 64 
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